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Sierra County 
Amendment to the Sierra County Personnel Policy 

Ordinance, 21- 

Ordinance No: 23-004 

Passed: ____________ 

Effective Date: 30 days 



SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINANCE № 23-004 

AMENDING THE SIERRA COUNTY PERSONNEL POLICY ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE NO.
16-009

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met upon notice of a 
regular meeting, duly published, at the Sierra County Administrative Offices, 855 Van Patten, 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901, on October 17, 2023; and,  

WHEREAS, on Oct 17th, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County adopted 
Ordinance 23-004, the Sierra County Personnel Policy Ordinance, to establish consistent, basic 
policies and practices, and professionalism expectations concerning relations between the 
County and its Employees; and,  

WHEREAS, Section 9.3 of the Personnel Policy Ordinance provides, in pertinent part, 
that “FLSA non-exempt, law enforcement or detention employee shall be paid overtime 
according to FLSA regulations in excess of eighty-six (86) hours per pay period permitted by 29 
U.S.C. Section 207(k)[;]” and, 

WHEREAS, in recognition of the invaluable contributions of our law enforcement and 
detention personnel, the Board of County Commissioners seeks to fully and fairly compensate its 
law enforcement and detention personnel, and to pay overtime in excess of eighty (80) hours per 
paid period. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Incorporation of Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated by reference as
a material part of the Ordinance Amendment as if the same were set out completely in the 
Ordinance Amendment. 

2. Amendment.  Ordinance 16-009 shall be amended as set forth in this instrument,
and, except as expressly amended by this instrument, shall remain in full force and effect as 
written. 

3. Amendment to Section 9.3 of Ordinance 16-009 Section 9.3 of this Ordinance is
deleted in its entirety and the following Section 9.3 is substituted in its place: 

9.3 Overtime Pay: Only FLSA non-exempt employees shall be compensated for all 
time actually worked, whether or not the time is authorized. Failure to obtain authorization for 
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overtime shall result in disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal. The rate shall be one 
and one-half (1½) times regular pay for each hour of overtime. Only actual time worked will be 
used to calculate overtime; holiday, annual, sick and other leave hours shall not be considered 
actual working hours.  

A. Regular, Law Enforcement and Detention employees: such payment shall be made
only in cases when an FLSA non-exempt employee works over forty (40) “actual
hours” in a normal workweek.

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND ORDAINED on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  

______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
Attest: 

_________________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 



SIERRA COUNTY 

REPEALING SIERRA COUNTY 
SPINLAUNCH LEDA ORDINANCE 

NO 21-001 

PASSED: __________, 2023 

EFFECTIVE: ___________, 2023
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SIERRA COUNTY 
ORDINANCE 23-003 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SIERRA COUNTY SPINLAUNCH LEDA, 
ORDINANCE NO. 20-001 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 3-18-1 (1972) provides that municipalities, and also 
counties pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995), have the power to “protect 
generally the property of its municipality and its inhabitants” and to “preserve peace and 
order”; and,  

WHEREAS, Section 4-37-1 et seq. NMSA 1978 provides that counties may adopt 
ordinances, not inconsistent with statutory or constitutional limitations placed on counties, 
to discharge those powers necessary and proper to provide for the safety, preserve the 
health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals, order, comfort and convenience of 
the county and its inhabitants; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Sections 4-57-1 to -3 (1967), the Board of County 
Commissioners previously authorized the County to act as fiscal agent for the Local 
Economic Development Act (LEDA) project with Spinlaunch; and, 

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2021, SpinLaunch, was awarded up to $4,000,000 in LEDA 
funds to construct and develop a suborbital launch system facility at Spaceport America in 
Sierra County, New Mexico.   

WHEREAS, part of this project included the creation of fifty-nine (59) new, full-time 
permanent jobs by December 31, 2030; and 

WHEREAS, SpinLaunch signed and agreed to the terms of the Project Participation 
Agreement (PPA) with Sierra County to perform and, upon completion of performance 
milestones, receive State of New Mexico LEDA  funding; and, 

WHEREAS, SpinLaunch’s LEDA project required submission of job reports in order to track 
the company’s hiring throughout the term of the project; and, 

WHEREAS, as of today, SpinLaunch has not submitted job reports for Q3-2022, Q4-2022, 
Q1-2023 or Q2-2023 PPA, and is currently non-compliant with the terms of the PPA.   

WHEREAS, no funds from this award have been distributed to SpinLaunch. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
the County of Sierra that (1) the County Administration is to terminate the Project 
Participation Agreement (PPA) attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made part of this 
Ordinance (2) that the County reimburse the NMEDD its original funding toward the 
SpinLaunch project in the amount of $4,000,000.00, within 30 days of receipt of funds; 
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and (3) that the County staff is authorized to do all deeds as necessary in the 
accomplishment thereof. 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND ORDAINED on this 17th Day of, October

2023. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  

______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 

Attest: 

_________________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 



Sierra County Commission 
Albert J Lyons Building 

2953 S Broadway St, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
Tuesday October 17th, 2023 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO THE MEETING VIA: 
(facebook.com/SCEmergencyServices) (Local radio KCHS 101.9) 

AMENDED 

Call to Order:    9:30 AM Public Meeting – Ordinance 23-004 Amendment to Personnel Policy 
Ordinance 16-009 

9:45 AM Public Meeting- Ordinance 23-003 to Repeal SpinLaunch LEDA, 
Ordinance 20-001 

10:00 AM Regular Meeting 

Roll Call:   Travis Day-Chairman   Shelly K. Trujillo-Clerk 
James E. Paxon-Vice-Chair  Nance, Pato & Stout, LLC-Attorney 
Hank Hopkins -Commissioner  Amber Vaughn-County Manager 

Pledge of Allegiance 

New Mexico State Flag Pledge-I salute the flag of the State of New Mexico and the Zia symbol of perfect 
friendship among united cultures. 

Introduction of Guests 

I. Approval of Agenda
II. Approval of Minutes

A. Regular Meeting – September 13th, 2023
B. Special Meeting- September 15th, 2023

III. Public Comment: Limited to 3 Minutes
IV. Consent Agenda:

A. Resolution No. 110-191 Accounts Payables- July-August
B. Resolution No. 110-192 Budget Adjustments
C. Resolution No. 110-193 Indigent Claims
D. Indigent Burial B2023-07
E. Claim of Exemption #23-003

V. Presentations/Reports:
A. Years of Service Awards
B. Department Reports
C. Fair Ground Update – Wilson Engineering
D. Non-profit Museums of Sierra County
E. Public proposal for Ordinance Regarding the Loss of Livestock and Pets Due to the Attack of

Dogs
VI. Board of Finance:

A. September Reconciliation
VII. Old Business:



VIII. New Business:
A. Direction to Publish Ordinance 23-005 Codifying the New Mexico Enabling Act
B. Direction to Publish Ordinance 23-006 Indigent Healthcare Ordinance
C. Road Vacation Request VR23-002 for portion of Lula Street in Kingston
D. Approval for Year Two of Recruitment/Retention Funding for Sheriff’s Department
E. Approval for Law Enforcement Recruiting/Hiring fund $262,500 over three years to add a

law enforcement position
IX. Contracts-Agreements-Procurement:

A. Sierra County 23-ZH9304 Grant Agreement
B. Road-State Price Agreement- ABC Concrete-Official Approval
C. Facility- State Price Agreement- Don Chalmers Ford-LACTF
D. Wilson Fee Proposal-Fairgrounds-Task Order #2-Design and Construct
E. WTI/TREMCO- Fairgrounds- Restoration and Interior - Note: Quote for HVAC-Following

Installation- CES
F. Sheriff- State Price Agreement- Don Chalmers Ford-Pending Final Agreements
G. Sheriff- State Price Agreement- WAC Upfitters, LLC—Vehicle Accessories -Pending Final

Agreements

X. Resolutions-Ordinances-Proclamations:
A. Resolution No. 110-194 Supporting the New Mexico Trappers Association’s Litigation

Against the State’s Public Lands Trapping Ban
B. Resolution No. 110-195 Resolution Supporting the New Mexico Counties 2024 Legislative

Priorities
C. Resolution 110-196 A Resolution approving the amended property tax rates
D. Ordinance 23-003 An Ordinance Repealing Sierra County Spinlaunch LEDA, Ordinance

No. 21-001
E. Ordinance 23-004 Amendment to Personnel Policy Ordinance 16-009

XI. Executive Session (Section 10-15 E thru H):
Pending and Threatened Litigation:
Personnel

A. County Manager
Real Estate:

XII. Open Session Actions from Executive Session: Adjourn

Next proposed Scheduled Meeting: Regular Meeting, Tuesday, Nov 14th, 2023, at 10:00 AM. Items for 
the agenda must be submitted to the Sierra County Administration Office no later than 5:00pm on the 
Monday the week before the meeting. 

If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language 
interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or 
meeting please contact the Sierra County Manager, at 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New 
Mexico 87901, phone (575) 894-6215 at least one (1) week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible.  
Public documents, including the agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible formats. 
Please contact the Sierra County Manager if a summary or other type of accessible format is needed. 



          SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

        SEPTEMBER 13, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER:   10:00 am Regular Meeting 

The Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met in Regular Session 
at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, September 13, 2023, at the Sierra County 
Commission Chambers, 1712 N. Date St, Truth or Consequences, New 
Mexico. 

ROLL CALL: 

Commissioner Travis Day, Chairman 
            Commissioner James Paxon, Vice-Chair 

Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Member 

Clerk of Board: Shelly K. Trujillo 

County Attorney: David Pato 

County Manager: Amber Vaughn 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

NEW MEXICO STATE FLAG PLEDGE: 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

Kayce Edwards, Mike Hearn, Josh Baker, chuck Wentworth-Sentinel, 
Candace Chavez, Serina Bartoo, Ryan Williams, Jessica West, Michelle 
Atwell  

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve the agenda as presented.
Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A. Regular Meeting-July 18, 2023
B. Special Meeting-July 28, 2023
C. Special Meeting-August 17, 2023
D. Special Meeting June 27, 2023
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Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes.  

III. PUBLIC COMMENT: LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES

Gerald Boland expressed he would like for the Commission meetings to go
back to being evening meetings.  

Mr. Boland also stated that he is invoking the 4 corner rule because the 
Governor’s oath is invalid. 

Mr. Boland would also like to see money withheld from schools as they are 
teaching them to hate the government. 

Mr. Boland also stated that the elections have not been valid because of the 
machines. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Resolution No. 110-185- Account Payables

B. Resolution No. 110-186- Budget Adjustments

C. Resolution No. 110-187- Indigent Claims

Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Consent Agenda as presented.  
Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

V. PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS:

A. Years of Service award
B. Department Reports
C. Update on Multipurpose Fair Building and Swine Facility

County Manager Vaughn gave a brief update on the Multipurpose Fair 
Building. 

VI. BOARD OF FINANCE:

A. July Reconciliation
B. August Reconciliation
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Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve the April Reconciliation 
as presented.  Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion 
carried with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes.  

VII. OLD BUSINESS:

VIII. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Direction to Publish Amendment to Personnel Policy Ordinance 16-009

Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Direction to Publish
Amendment to Personnel Policy Ordinance 16-009 as presented.
Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes.

B. Direction to Publish Ordinance Authorizing Repayment to the New Mexico
Economic Development Department for the Local Economic Development
Act Project to SpinLaunch for the Termination of the Project Participation
Agreement

Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Direction to Publish
Ordinance Authorizing Repayment to the New Mexico Economic
Development Department for the Local Economic Development Act Project
to SpinLaunch for the Termination of the Project Participation Agreement
as presented. Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion
carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes.

C. Financial Support of the National Center for Public Lands Counties
Consideration

Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to Table Financial Support of the
National Center for Public Lands Counties Consideration as presented.
Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes.

D. Consideration of SWCCA Joint Booth

Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Consideration of
SWCCA Joint Booth as presented. Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the
motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes.

E. Road Vacation Request VR23-001 for Portion of Oak Street in Kingston

Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Road Vacation Request VR23-
001 for Portion of Oak Street in Kingston as presented. Commission Vice-
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Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner 
Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
F.  Request to Vacate Remaining Portio of Miranda’s Highland Retreat Unit 

No. 1 Subdivision 
 
   Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Request to Vacate 

Remaining Portio of Miranda’s Highland Retreat Unit No. 1 Subdivision as 
presented. Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
G.  Appointment of Sharon Luna, LaNeer Wrye and Bruce Swingle as 

Freeholders to View the Request to Vacate a Portion of Lula Street in 
Kingston with Ronnie Chavez as an Alternate 

 
   Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Appointment of Sharon Luna, 

LaNeer Wrye and Bruce Swingle as Freeholders to View the Request to 
Vacate a Portion of Lula Street in Kingston with Ronnie Chavez as an 
Alternate as presented. Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the 
motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
H.  Approval to Receive Donation of Fire Apparatus from Dona Ana County to 

Sierra County: 2 Fire Trucks, 1994 International Luverne Pumpers 
 
   Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Approval to Receive 

Donation of Fire Apparatus from Dona Ana County to Sierra County: 2 Fire 
Trucks, 1994 International Luverne Pumpers as presented. Commissioner 
Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner 
Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

      
IX. CONTRACTS – AGREEMENTS – PROCUREMENT 

 
A.  New Mexico Memorandum of Understanding Office of the Secretary of 

State and Sierra County 
   
   Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve New Mexico Memorandum of 

Understanding Office of the Secretary of State and Sierra County as 
presented.  Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion 
carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
B.  Memorandum of Agreement between Sierra County and the Southwest 

Council of Governments 
 
   Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Memorandum of Agreement 

between Sierra County and the Southwest Council of Governments as 
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presented.  Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion 
carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
C.  Rise Grant Agreement-Official Approval-Detention 
 
   Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Memorandum of Rise 

Grant Agreement-Official Approval-Detention Agreement between Sierra 
County and the Southwest Council of Governments as presented.  
Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
D.  BHIZ Grant Agreement-Official Approval-Detention 
 
   Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve BHIZ Grant Agreement-

Official Approval-Detention as presented.  Commissioner Hopkins 
SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 
voting yes. 

 
E.  COSSAP Grant Agreement-Detention 
 
   Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve COSSAP Grant Agreement-

Detention as presented.  Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the 
motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
F.  Catalis Enterprise-Cama System-Sole Source-Assessor 
 
   Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Catalis Enterprise-

Cama System-Sole Source-Assessor as presented.  Commissioner Hopkins 
SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 
voting yes. 

 
G.  Triadic-Sole Source Agreement-Administration 
 
   Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Triadic-Sole Source Agreement-

Administration as presented.  Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED 
the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
 

X. RESOLUTIONS – ORDINANCES – PROCLAMATIONS 
 

A.  Resolution No. 110-180-Designating the Location of Election Day Polling 
Places for all Statewide Elections Conducted in 2024 and 2025 
 
Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to approve Resolution No. 110-188-
Amended Take Home Vehicle Policy as presented.  Commissioner Hopkins 
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SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 
voting yes. 
 
B.  Resolution No. 110-189-A Resolution to Approve 2023 Tax Rates 
 
Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Resolution No. 110-189-A 
Resolution to Approve 2023 Tax Rates as presented.  Commission Vice-Chair 
Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 
1-2-3 voting yes. 
 

  XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION SECTION (10-15-E THRU H): 
 
   Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to go into Executive Session for 

Personnel, Real Estate, Pending and Threatened Litigation.  Commissioner 
Hopkins SECONDED the motion. Roll call vote was taken with all 
Commissioners present voting yes.   
 
            District 1 – Yes 
 District 2 – Yes 
 District 3 – Yes 

 
            PENDING AND THREATENED LITIGATION: 
 
 A.  Caouette v. Sierra County 
                                                                 
           PERSONNEL: 
      
            REAL ESTATE:  
 
            DISPOSAL OF REAL PROPERTY 
 
            XII. OPEN SESSION ACTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

Commission Vice-Chair Paxon MOVED to come back into Regular Session.  
Commissioner Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Roll call vote was taken, 
with all Commissioners present voting yes. 

 
 

 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT REGULAR SIERRA COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEETING:  
 
The date and time of the next Regular Sierra County Commission Meeting 
has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 17, 2023 at 10:00 A.M. at the 
Albert J Lyon Event Center at 2953 S Broadway,  Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico. 
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Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Commission Vice-
Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commission 
Chair Day adjourned the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated this 13th day of September, 2023. 
 
 

 
 
 
 SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
 ________________________________________________________ 
 Commissioner Travis Day, Chairman 
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 ________________________________________________________ 
Commissioner James E Paxon, Vice-Chairman 
 
________________________________________________________ 
Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Member 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Shelly K Trujillo, County Clerk 
 

   
 



 

      
          SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
        SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 

 
   

CALL TO ORDER: 10:00 A.M. 
 

The Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met in Special Session at 
10:00 A.M. on Friday, September 15, 2023, at the Sierra County Commission 
Chambers, 1712 N Date, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico. 
 

 ROLL CALL: 
 

 Commissioner Travis Day, Chairman-Absent 
            Commissioner James Paxon, Vice-Chair 
 Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Member 
  
 Clerk of Board: Shelly Trujillo  
 
 County Attorney: Dave Pato-by phone 
           
 County Manager: Amber Vaughn 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
NEW MEXICO STATE FLAG PLEDGE: 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Chuck Wentworth-Sentinel, David Reedy, Jessica West 
          

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve the agenda as presented.  
Commission Vice-Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1 and 3 voting yes. 

 
                            II.  PUBLIC COMMENT-LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES 

 
David Reedy thanked the Commission for their stance on the issue at hand. 

 
  III.  RESOLUTIONS-ORDINANCES-PROCLAMATIONS 

 
A.  Resolution No. 110-190-A Resolution of support to Defend the Constitution 

of the United States and the Bill of Rights, the Constitution of the State of 
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New Mexico, Protecting the Sovereign Rights of the Citizenry Thereof, and 
Providing for Means and Authorization for the Same 

 
   Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve Resolution No. 110-190-A 

Resolution of support to Defend the Constitution of the United States and the 
Bill of Rights, the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, Protecting the 
Sovereign Rights of the Citizenry Thereof, and Providing for Means and 
Authorization for the Same as presented.  Commission Vice-Chair Paxon 
SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1 and 
3 voting yes. 
 
Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to adjourn the meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commission Vice- 
Chair Paxon adjourned the meeting.  
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Dated this 28th day of July, 2023. 
 
 

 
 
 
 SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
 ________________________________________________________ 
 Commissioner Travis Day, Chairman 
 
 ________________________________________________________ 

Commissioner James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 
 
________________________________________________________ 
Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Member 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Shelly K Trujillo, County Clerk 

   
 

















































































































































































































   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
   

          

  
           

       
        

           
                 

               
               

               
               

               
               
               

      

             
             

    
     

        

           

  

     

    

    

     

    

     

   

    

    

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   
   

  
  

  
  

 

  
    

    
     

   
    

    
     

   
    

   
    
    
     

  

   
   

    
 

 
 

 
    

   
  

  

 

  

   

 
   

 

 

 



         

    

   
   

  

  

  



   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

   
        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
   

  

 

            
                

   

             
    

            
         

        

              

   
  

  

  

  
  

 
 

  



    
  

    

    

    

    

    

   

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

  
  

    
   

  

   
 

   
     
   
  

 

   

    

    

    

   

  
  
  
  

 

 

    

 

 

  
   



   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
         

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
    

   

  

                
                

                
   

 

 
 

  

 

 





      

      

   

   

 

 

 
 

   

   

   
  

 
  

  

 

  
      

  

   

  

    

 

   
    
   
  

 
 

 

  

   

   
 
   

    

 
  

  
   

     

     

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     

   



 

  
  

  
     

  
    

  
  

    

  
    

  
 

 

  
  

  
 

      

     



      

       

     

   

 

   

 

 
 
  

   

 

   
  

 
  

  

 

  
      

  

   

  

  
 

   

    
   

  

  

  
 

 
  

   

   
 
   

    

 
  

  

   

     

    

  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



  
  

 
      

  

    

  

  

      

  

   

  

 

      

     



    

  

  

    
  

     
    

     
   

  

           
           
            

             
            
            

            
              

           

             
            

   

  
  

    

 

 



  
       

    
    

 

  

    

  

 

           

 
   

          
        

         
         
             

       

           
  

          

        
    

          
        

          
         

           
         

           
   

        
          

        

              
     

      
          

          
           

        
         

       

  

      
         

          

      
      
        
         

         
      

        
     

   
       

      
      

        
        
          

 
 

        
      

         
         

         
          

       
          

       

          
        

          
        

     

        

    

           

      

    





  
 

  
  

 

    
  

  

  

        

  
 

 

      

 

               

              

   
 

            

    

   

  

     

 
        

 

   

 

   

 

 

                    

     

 

    
     

                    
                     

             

      

       
 

 

  

  

 

 





   
    

   

  

 

   

   

   

   

    

 

 

     

 

   

        

              

                   

   

           

                 

               

              

     

   

   
        

  

  























CLAIM OF EXEMPTION 23-003 

SIGNATURE PAGE  

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

_____________________________________________   
COMMISSION CHAIRMAN    DATE 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
COMMISSION VICE CHAIRMAN   DATE 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
COMMISSION MEMBER    DATE 
 
 
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
PLANNING COORDINATOR    DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
COUNTY CLERK     DATE 















SIERRA COUNTY 

CODIFYING THE NEW MEXICO ENABLING ACT 

ORDINANCE NO: 23-005 

PASSED: ____________ 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 30 DAYS 



SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINANCE № 23-005 

CODIFYING THE NEW MEXICO ENABLING ACT 

PREAMBLE:

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of Commissioners met upon notice of a Business 
Meeting, duly published, at the Sierra County Administration Building, 1712 N Date St, New 
Mexico 87901 on November 14, 2023, at 10:00 AM as required by law; and,  

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 3-18-1 (1972) provides that municipalities, and also counties 
pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995), have the power to “protect generally the 
property of its municipality and its inhabitants” and to “preserve peace and order”; and, 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 et seq. (1975) provides that counties may adopt 
ordinances, not inconsistent with statutory or constitutional limitations placed on counties, to 
discharge those powers necessary and proper to provide for the safety, preserve the health, 
promote the prosperity and improve the morals, order, comfort and convenience of the county 
and its inhabitants. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Sierra County Board of Commissioners that 
Sierra County will not recognize nor enforce any State Law, Mandate or Order that violates or is 
contrary to, the provisions of the Enabling Act for New Mexico. The ratification of the 
“Compact with the United States” and Proclamation Admitting New Mexico as a State into the 
Union on January 6, 1912, established the State of New Mexico is an inseparable part of the 
federal union and the Constitution of the United States as the supreme law of the land. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Sierra County Board of 
Commissioners that any Law, Mandate or Order issued by the Government of the State of New 
Mexico or agent thereof that is contrary to the Constitution of the United States is void and not 
enforceable within the boundaries of this County. 

ADOPTED, APPROVED AND ORDAINED on this ___ day of _____________2023. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 



______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  

______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
Attest: 

_________________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 
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SIERRA COUNTY 
ORDINANCE NO. 23-006

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING INDIGENT HOSPITAL CLAIMS TO REPLACE 
ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, New Mexico, is 
required by law to sit as the Sierra County Indigent Hospital Claims Board for the purpose 
of administering the Indigent Hospital and County Health Care Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 
27-5-1 to 27-5-18 (1965, as amended through 2004), and adopting Rules and Regulations 
for the processing of said claims; and,

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Indigent Hospital Claims Board has seen the need to adopt 
Rules and Regulations for the processing of Indigent Hospital Claims; and, 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Indigent Hospital Claims Board desires to establish a 
maximum income for any individual who may seek to claim benefits under the Indigent 
Hospital Claims Act from Sierra County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Sierra County Board of Commissioners 
as follows: 

SECTION 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1.1 Title.   This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Sierra County Indigent 
Hospital/Health Care (IHC) Ordinance” and shall be referred to herein as the IHC 
Ordinance. 

1.2 Authority.  This Ordinance is created pursuant to the Indigent Hospital Claims and 
County Health Care Act, Section 27-5-1 NMSA 1978 et seq. 

1.3 Purpose.  The purpose of this ordinance is to assist the indigent residents of Sierra 
County to obtain health care.  To further this goal, the County has adopted this 
ordinance which recognized the County’s responsibility to assist indigents in paying 
for health care.  

1.4 Interpretation.  The County Manager shall interpret the meaning ot the provisions of 
this Ordinance.  Whenever any provision of this Ordinance conflicts with other laws, 
rules, regulations or ordinances, the more restrictive shall govern. 

1.5 Approval of Claims by the IHC Board.   All IHC Claims paid to eligible recipients 
shall be approved by the Board of County Commissioners, sitting as the IHC Board.   

1.6 Decision in Writing.  The IHC Board shall state in writing the reasons for their decision 
to approve or disapprove any claim.  
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1.7 Administrative Expenses.   In accordance with Section 27-5-1 NMSA 1978, a 
percentage of funds received by the County shall be reserved and budgeted for 
administrative expenses.  The funds budgeted as administrative expenses shall not be 
available for payments of IHC Claims. 

1.8 Claims Subrogation.   The IHC Board is permitted to recover costs and payments in 
accordance with Section 27-5-14 and 27-5-15 NMSA 1978. 

1.9 Open Meetings.  The IHC Board shall conduct their meetings in accordance with the 
Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1 NMSA 1978. 

1.10 Appendices.  The schedules attached to this Ordinance as appendices may be revised, 
modified or amended by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners. 

1.11 Amendments.  Amendments to this Ordinance shall be approved by the IHC Board at a 
public hearing after providing notice of the public hearing in accordance with New 
Mexico State Statutes. 

1.12 Severability.  It is the intent of the governing body that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, 
clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, 
paragraph or section of the Ordinance shall be determined to be invalid for any  
reason, such invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 
paragraphs and sections of the Ordinance. 

SECTION II – DEFINITIONS 

The following terms are defined to be used for the purpose of this ordinance, regardless of 
common usage of such terms, or usage for other purposes. 

CLAIM:  Billing statements for an episode of illness, injury or other medical treatment as 
deemed necessary to an indigent patient. 

CLAIMANT:  A person who makes a claim for IHC assistance for medical services he or 
she received. 

CLAIMANT’S AGENT:  The individual authorized to provide consent for treatment of 
the claimant as specified in the New Mexico Hospital Association Legal Handbook. 

CLAIMANT’S REPRESENTATIVE:  The provider or individual that is authorized by 
the claimant or the claimant’s agent to submit a Formal Application on behalf of the 
claimant. 

CO-INSURANCE DAYS:  The total sum of money the patient is expected to pay as per 
co-insurance days which usually the sixty-first (61st) through the ninetieth (90th) day in 
each benefit period for which the patient pays the required amount per day himself.  The 
reserve period from the ninetieth (90th) day through the one hundred fiftieth   (150th) day 
for which the patient pays the required amount per day.  This reserve period is only sixth 
(60) days in the patient’s lifetime.
Definition is subject to change and will be applicable as defined in the Medicare Manual.
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ELECTIVE SURGERY OR TREATMENT:  Non-emergency  hospital surgery or 
treatment, as recommended by physician(s).   This treatment is not medically necessary to 
the patient’s health or well-being, but can be requested by the patient. 

EMPLOYED OR CONTRACTED:  A physician that is employed by or contracts with a 
medical provider or provides services which are billed by the medical provider for the 
provider on routine, normal or regular basis.  

EMERGENCY:  Medical care required for a serious medical condition resulting from 
injury or illness that arises suddenly and required immediate care and treatment to avoid 
jeopardy to the life or health of an individual.  

HOME HEALTH AGENCY:  A profit or non-profit organization which provides 
Skilled Nursing Care, Physical Therapy, Speech or Occupational Therapy, Home Health 
Aide, medical supplies and prescribed medication to an indigent patient.  This 
organization is required to be certified and licensed by Medicare and the State of New 
Mexico. 

HOSPICE SERVICES:  An organization which provides care for the terminally ill 
patient which is licensed and certified by Medicare and the State of New Mexico.. These 
services include physicians’ services, skilled nursing care, physical and speech therapy, 
pastoral care, medically necessary prescribed medication related to terminal care, 
equipment, intravenous and other supplies. 

INDIGENT: “Indigent” is based on the definition of “indigent patient” pursuant to 
NMSA 27-5-4, Paragraph C, that defines indigent patient as persons to whom an 
ambulance service, a hospital or medical provider determined to be eligible under the 
provisions of the ordinance has provided medical care or ambulance transportation and 
who can normally support himself and his dependents on present income and liquid assets 
available to him but, taking into consideration this income and those assets and his 
requirement for other necessities of life for himself and his dependents, is unable to pay 
the cost of such medical services.  The policy of the IHC Board, established by the rules 
and regulations of this ordinance pursuant to NMSA 27-5-6, Paragraph C, specifies the 
provisions and criteria for determining which persons are qualified indigent persons and 
therefore eligible to receive IHC assistance, consistent with the above referenced statutory 
provision, that are deemed necessary to carry out the provisions of the Indigent Hospital 
and Health Care Act.  The IHC Board has permitted the use of the Sierra County IHC 
Income Schedule as a tool to be used to determine the income for an individual or family. 

LIQUID ASSETS:  Assets that can quickly or easily be converted to cash (bank accounts, 
CD’s, marketable securities, etc.). 

MEDICALLY INDIGENT:  An individual that needs medical care or treatment, but due 
to their individual circumstances are financially unable to pay the cost of such treatment.  
An individual that earns up to 150% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines is medically 
indigent for the purposes of this Ordinance. 

MEDICAL PROVIDER:  Any general or limited care certified hospital, institution or 
agency that is properly licensed and certified to provide medical services, and may be 
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eligible to receive IHC reimbursement for medical services based on the provisions 
specified in this ordinance. 

NON-EMERGENCY SURGERY OR TREATMENT:  The treatment or surgical 
procedure that is not for an emergency condition, but is medically necessary to the well 
being of the patient.  This treatment is eligible for assistance. 

NON-EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION:  The transporting of indigent patients by a 
non-emergency vehicle.  This type of transport does not require any medical treatment to 
be rendered to the patient, unless as otherwise specified in the provider agreement with the 
Department of Transportation. 

OUTPATIENT HOSPITAL SERVICES:  Hospital sponsored ambulatory care service 
for medical or surgical treatment of one or more organizational units, or components 
thereof, of the hospital, that are under the responsibility of the hospital and through which 
non-emergency health services are provided to patients who do not need to remain the 
hospital overnight as defined in the JCAH Manual.  Outpatient services are provided by 
Home Health Agencies, Hospice Providers, and Community Health Centers. 

PRENATAL SERVICES:  A patient uses the same process and making an application 
with the County.  The Indigent Hospital/Health Care Office pre-approves the eligible 
patient for services within three (3) days of receiving the application. 

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE:  Means the first level of basic or general health care for an 
individual’s health needs, including medical and dental diagnostic and treatment services, 
prescribed medication, referrals and supportive services.  All dental services must be 
provided in coordination with primary medical services.  Primary medical services are 
those provided as part of general family practice, obstetrics, gynecology, pediatrics, 
general surgery, or general internal medicine. 

PRO-RATA FORMULA:  Approval or payment of ICH claims when different hospital 
or ambulance providers are involved in the treatment of a patient will be based on a 
percentage of the charges pro-rated to the amount of total claims submitted within a ninety 
(90) day period from the beginning date of the treatment.  The Pro-Rated percentage of all
claims will be calculated from each provider and will be paid their percentage of the
determined yearly maximum limit per claim.

Section III – IHC Eligibility Provision 

3.1 Individuals Eligible for IHC Assistance.  Individuals are eligible for IHC assistance if 
(1) they qualify as medically indigent; and (2) they have been residents of Sierra
County for at least ninety (90) days.

3.2 Individuals Not Eligible for IHC Assistance.  Individuals are not eligible for 
assistance if (1) they are eligible for medical assistance from the NM Human Services 
Department as specified in Section 27-5-3 NMSA 1978; (2) do not qualify as 
medically indigent; (3) do not meet the residency requirements; or (4) individuals 
under the age of 18, unless the individual is married or emancipated. 
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3.3 Residency Requirements.  All eligible individuals must be residents of Sierra County 
for at least ninety (90) days prior to receiving medical services.  Claimants must 
provide proof of residency such as : (1) A copy of Sierra County Driver’s 
License/Picture I.D; (2) A notarized Proof of Residency form completed by a non-
related landlord or individual verifying that the patient has resided in Sierra County 
for at least ninety (90) days; (3) voter registration; (4) payment receipt of a utility bill, 
rental agreement, etc.  College students attending college outside of the County shall 
be considered primary residents of Sierra County.  

3.4 Medically Indigent Persons Eligibility. In addition to residency requirements, a 
claimant is qualified as medically indigent and eligible to receive IHC assistance if 
the person or the person’s spouse or dependent, is determined under the provisions of 
this Ordinance to be unable to pay for eligible medical treatment or care that has been 
received after the individual has attempted to make payment and has exhausted all 
other financial resources for such payment ot the extent possible, taking in 
consideration the person’s income and family’s size based on the following provisions 
and criteria; 

A. Basic Eligible Annual Income Criteria.  In order to be qualified as
medically indigent and eligible for IHC assistance, a claimant’s annual
household income as determined in Paragraph 3.4C of this Section, shall not
be greater than 150% of the Federal Income Guidelines.

B. Payment by Claimant.  Once claimant is deemed as eligible, the
claimant, claimant’s spouse and/or dependent(s) must agree to exhaust
every financial resource of the family, to the extent possible, to make
payment(s) of their medical bills.  This includes all insurance or other
programs or funding assistance available to the claimant.
Claimants are eligible to receive IHC assistance for insurance
deductibles, Medicare deductibles, co-insurance days or co-insurance
pay.

C. Determination of Annual Income.  The income indicated on claimant’s
most recent Federal or State income tax return will be accepted as the
claimant’s annual income, unless the claimant’s income has changed due
to a loss of a job, a substantial decrease or increase to income.  In these
circumstances, the current monthly income shall be taken into
consideration in order to determine eligibility.  Pay stubs or some other
form may be used to verify this change to income.  The claimant is
required to provide a complete Federal or State income tax return, the
claimant is required to complete a notarized tax waiver form with an
attached copy of the claimant’s social security card.

(1) Claimants that own their business must additionally submit a Profit
and Loss Statement prepared by a CPA in order to be considered for
IHC funding.

(2) IHC Income.  The County utilizes the Federal Poverty Guidelines as a
measure for eligibility, and allows the IHC staff to use the adjusted
gross income based on the number of individuals in a house hold or
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family. An expectant mother’s unborn child will be included in 
determining the family or household eligibility. 

(3) Child support payments will be considered in determining the
annual income of claimant.

(4) Medical Garnishments will be a deduction for establishing
household income.

(5) Medical Spend Down:  Claimants annual income may be reduced by
the amount of regular payments made to medical providers within
the previous twelve (12) months, if the payments are for services that
were not covered by this policy.

D. Assets.  A household that has liquid assets in the amount of $20,000 or
less and an individual which has liquid assets in the amount of $10,000
or less will be eligible for indigent health care claims assistance.

3.5 Medical Providers Eligible for IHC Approval or Reimbursement. 

1. A general or limited hospital licensed by the Department of Health, whether
owned by a political subdivision, not-for-profit or for-profit corporation, or a
licensed out-of-state  hospital, approved by the Department of Health, where
treatment provided is necessary for the proper care of an indigent patient when
that care is not available in an in-state hospital.

2. An in-state home health agency licensed and certified by Medicare and the State
of New Mexico.

3. An in-state hospice which is licensed and certified by Medicare and the State of
New Mexico.

4. An in-state ambulance provider.

5. Behavioral health providers eligible medical care and treatment services as
specified by this Ordinance.

6. Licensed Medical Doctor, Osteopathic Physician, Dentist, Optometrist or
Expanded Practice Nurse who provides emergency services in a hospital to an
Indigent patient.

Only the above-listed medical providers are eligible for IHC reimbursements. 

3.6 Medical Treatment Eligibility and Payment.  Eligible persons may receive IHC 
       assistance for medical care and treatment received from an eligible medical       

provider as listed in Section 3.5.  Whenever insurance or Medicare payments exceed 
the established payment percentage, or limit, no approval of  payment will be made.  
Should the insurance or Medicare payment fall below the determined annual 
percentage, the applicant may be assisted with the remaining balance.  In 
circumstances where there are multiple providers and the medical expenses will reach 
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the maximum limitation amount, the Pro-Rata formula will be used to calculate the 
amount of reimbursement to each medical provider.  IHC claims will be based on the 
order that expenses for treatment are incurred up to the maximum.  Payment will be   

       made in the order claims are approved by the IHC Board. 

A. Claim Eligibility and Limitations for IHC Approvals or Payment. The Indigent
Hospital and Health Care Act Section 27-5-1 (NMSA 1978) limits approvals or
payments to “actual costs” for hospital care normally consisting of general
medical treatment, and shall not exceed the determined established annual
limits per patient and providers as set forth by the IHC Board in Appendix 1.
Application for IHC payment may be submitted after the treatment is complete,
or after the billing or the treatment is received.

(1) Ambulance transportation – These services are allowed based upon the
expense incurred to include the care and transport of a patient to the
“nearest” general or limited hospital.  Claims that reach the maximum
allowed policy limit may be subject to the Pro-Rata payment formula
whenever there are multiple providers.

(2) Home Health Services – These services are allowed based on the actual
need of the patient.  Services include supplies, skilled nursing services,
home health aids, prescribed medication, physical therapy, occupational
and speech therapy.  These services should be provided as deemed
necessary for the patient’s care and reimbursed to the provider at the rates
specified on the provider agreement.  The total sum of IHC payments shall
be considered as a separate expense above any other medical claim limits
and shall be limited to the established annual limit per patient.  Services
must be provided by a contracted home health provider licensed and
certified by Medicare and the State of New Mexico.  The total payments to
a contracted home health service provider shall not exceed the established
annual limit as determined by the IHC Board.

(3) Hospice Care Service – These services are allowed based on the actual
need of the patient.  The total sum of IHC payments for these services shall
be considered as a separate expense form the other medical claim limits.
The total sum of IHC payments for these services shall be considered as a
separate expense from the other medical claim limits.  The total sum of
IHC payments for these services shall be considered as a separate expense
from the other medical claim limits.  The total sum of payment shall not
exceed the established annual limit per patient. The total payment to a
contracted Hospice provider shall not exceed the established annual limit
as determined by the IHC Board.

(4) Mental Health Services – One claim per fiscal year will be permitted or
psychiatric treatment services rendered by a contracted behavioral health
care provider.  One treatment for attempted suicide will also be permitted
within the same fiscal year.  The combination of both of these treatments
will not exceed the determined policy limit for approval or payment as set
fort by the IHC Board.
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(5) Pregnancy-related Claims – One or more obstetrical deliveries or
pregnancy-related illnesses shall not exceed the established fiscal year
claim limit for each eligible individual.  This includes the cost of the
prenatal care clinic, delivery charges, and possibly the payment of the
newborn charge.

(6) Substance Abuse -  IHC approval or payment is available for only one
inpatient substance abuse claim when deemed medically necessary, as well
as unlimited outpatient substance abuse claims.  However, the sum of both
inpatient and outpatient treatment cannot exceed the policy limit.  Also, the
total sum of all IHC payments to any approved behavioral health care
provider shall not exceed the established annual limit per provider.

(7) Primary Care Services - Primary care services are provided to individuals
for the basic or general health care needs of the patient.

(8) Physicians - A licensed medical doctor, certified registered nurse
anesthetist, certified nurse practitioner, osteopathic physician, dentist,
optometrist or  expanded practice nurse when providing emergency
services, as determined by the IHC Administrator, in a hospital to an
indigent patient; or a licensed medical doctor or osteopathic physician,
dentist, optometrist or expanded practice nurse when providing services in
an outpatient setting, as determined by the IHC Administrator, to an
indigent patient with life threatening illness or disability.

(9) Other services.  The IHC Administrator may allow other services which will
benefit all indigent patients as deemed necessary.

B. Claims Not Eligible for Payment.  The following claims are not eligible for
payment: (1) hospital elective surgery or treatment; (2) nursing home care;
(3) medical social worker; (4) nutrition counseling; and (5) primary care co-

pays and prescription co-pays. 

3.7 Detainees.  Individuals arrested by the Sierra County Sheriff’s Office and/or detained 
by Sierra County shall be considered medically indigent for the purpose of this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION IV – APPLICATION FOR IHC ASSISTANCE. 

4.1 IHC Application Provisions.  The provisions of this Section are required in order for 
an application to be accepted and considered by the County for IHC assistance. 

4.2 Applicant Cooperation.  Failure of applicant’s cooperation in providing the County 
authorization to obtain information is grounds for denial of application. 

4.3 Application Submissions. An application may be submitted after treatment is 
complete or after the billing for the treatment is received. 
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4.4 Acceptance of IHC Applications. The County, at its discretion, may refuse to accept 
any application that does not include all required information or documents requested 
by the County. 

4.5 Application Verification.  Formal applications shall include but not be limited to the 
following: 

A. Name, address and other personal identification of the patient/claimant as deemed
appropriate by the County.

B. Name of patient/claimant, agency, medical provider, or other representative
submitting the application.  If other than the patient, the application shall include
specific authorization in writing, signed by the claimant, or the patient’s agent if
the patient is unable to sign, that the representative is authorized to submit the
application on their behalf.

C. Proof of residency to include Sierra County Driver’s License/Picture I.D., voter
registration, and/or other information as deemed necessary by the County to verify
residency requirements.

D. Proof of income to include Federal or State tax returns, pay stubs, and/or other
information as deemed necessary by the County to verify annual income and
availability of assets.  If the claimant does not file a current return, a notarized tax
waiver form must be completed.  The claimant will be required to provide a  copy
of his or her social security card along with the tax waiver form.

E. The claimant must not be eligible for Medicaid or other assistance provided by the
State of New Mexico Human Services Department, unless a written denial from
Medicaid for financial ineligibility is received and submitted with the IHC
Application.

F. Evidence to verify that all other sources of payment such as insurance, Medicare,
Medicaid etc. will make payment or that a pay source is not available due to
patient’s ineligibility or due to the provider’s failure to submit a claim to the
appropriate agency, which resulted in a denial to the payee.

G. Itemized bills which include the treating diagnosis of all charges submitted for
IHC approval or payment that have been billed by an eligible medical provider.
These billings will be based on provisions of Section 4 of this Ordinance.  Claims
with multiple providers may be held open for sixty (60) days in order for all
providers to submit their bills.  Payments will be based on the pro-rata formula.

4.6 Application Deadline.  A formal application with the required documentation, must    
be submitted to the County IHC office no later than ninety (90) days from the first date 
medical treatment or services were received.  Claims received after the ninety (90) day 
deadline will not be considered for payment, unless the County IHC Administrator 
determines that an exception can be made due to extraordinary circumstances. 

A. The applicant will have ninety (90) days in which to file with the medical
provider that rendered services.  The claimant must provide the necessary



Page 11 of 15 

      documentation to this provider unless the medical provider is located  
      outside the County.  In this circumstance, the applicant must return the   
      completed application to the County IHC office. 
      If the additional requested information is not received within the allotted    
      time, the claim will be closed.  Once the claim is complete, the claim will be    
      approved at the next scheduled monthly IHC Board meeting. 

B. All approved applications will be considered complete and current for one
(1) year from the date in which the application is executed.
Any claims received after an application is approved, the provider will be
expected to complete a supplemental claim form.  The notarized supplement
form must be signed by the adult patient to authorize the medical provide to
release necessary information to process the claim.  After the time limit has
expired for the current application, a new application will be requested with all
required documentation attached.

C. When a patient is covered by insurance, Medicare or another pay source, the
ninety (90) day claim limit will begin with the date that the pay source made
the first payment on the claim.  In circumstances in which a denial has been
received by the provider, the ninety (90) day limit will revert to the original
date of the denial.

4.7 Application Confidentiality.  All information regarding the claimant shall be kept 
strictly confidential. 

SECTION V. – PROVISION FOR IHC APPROVAL OR REIMBURSEMENT TO 
MEIDCAL PROVIDERS 

5.1 Reimbursement To Medical Providers.  Approvals or reimbursement of IHC funds by 
the County shall be made to eligible medical providers based on seventy seven 
percent (77%) of the actual billed charges or one hundred percent (100%) of the 
Medicaid rate, whichever is the lessor thereof, for eligible treatment not to exceed the 
established claim limit, except that approvals or reimbursement of IHC funds by the 
County shall be made to eligible medical providers based of the entire of the actual 
billed charges or one hundred percent (100%) of the Medicaid rate, whichever is the 
lessor thereof, for eligible treatment of individuals committed to the custody of the 
Sierra County Detention Center.  Charges shall be submitted on itemized bills with 
the treating diagnosis form the medical provide(s).  The charges for such services 
shall not exceed the normal charges to other patients.  Approvals or reimbursements 
will be made to medical providers after obtaining authorization from the IHC Board. 

5.2 Overcharges.  Any medical provider found to be overcharging or billing greater than 
the normal charges to other patients for itemized services reimbursed by IHC payment 
is in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance.  The IHC Board may, at its 
discretion, reduce the IHC payment of billed charges to a percentage between 20% 
and 65% of billed charges.  The reduced percentage of payment may be assessed for 
any length of period up to twelve (12) months.  The provider shall be given the 
opportunity to provide its justification and documentation to the County prior to such 
action being implemented.  The County may, at its discretion, hire an independent 
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auditor paid for by the medical provider to determine overcharges.  Medical providers 
shall provide to the County or its representative all information requested to verify 
charges. 

5.3 Reimbursement Limited to Available Funds.  Outstanding IHC claims that have been 
approved by the IHC Board will be paid by the County to each eligible medical 
provider with available Indigent Fund revenues that have been received by the 
County.  Payment will be made based on the order of approved claims by the IHC 
Board.  If revenues are all exhausted or encumbered, the outstanding claims will be 
paid based upon: (1) the order of approval by the IHC Board; (2) current complete 
claims; and (3) aging claims which have been completed. 

5.4 Withholding of IHC Payments.  IHC payments shall be withheld pending the 
disposition of medical payments form other possible sources, such as insurance, 
workers’ compensation, or State and Federal funding that may cover the expenses.  
Upon evidence that the other possible sources will not make payment, IHC funds may 
be approved for payment consistent with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

5.5 Screening and Collections By Providers.  The medical provider is required to screen 
all potential IHC Claimants and determine if the claimant will have a remaining 
balance, a reasonable payment schedule will be made. 

5.6 Claims, Preparation, and Verification by Providers.  The medical provider shall assist 
the claimant in correctly and accurately preparing the formal application to be 
submitted to the County, and shall use all resources available to screen and verify the 
information submitted by the claimant for a final decision by the IHC Board. 

5.7 Disclosure by Medical Providers. Medical providers shall provide to the County 
reports, financial statements, random samples of paid bills or other information 
deemed necessary by the IHC Board or its representatives. 

5.8 Limitation for Collection by Provider.  The medical provider is required to write off 
ninety percent (90%) of the remaining balance.  The medical provider shall not pursue 
collection of a service whenever the provider is at fault in not submitting the patient’s 
charges within the ninety (90) day filing limit and the patient has cooperated and 
submitted all documents necessary to process their claim. 

5.9 Agreement between County and Provider.  All medical providers that are eligible for 
approval or reimbursement of IHC funds shall enter into an agreement with the 
County agreeing to abide by all provisions of this Ordinance prior to receiving any 
IHC funds.  The medical provider shall submit copies of their state license and annual 
certification as part of this ongoing agreement.  The IHC office should receive a copy 
of the renewed certification annually. 

SECTION VI – APPEALS 

6.1 County IHC Board or IHC Administrator.  Any person or medical provider who is 
adversely affected by a decision of the IHC Administrator may appeal that decision to 
the IHC Board within (15) days after the date of the action of the County IHC 
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Administrator.  The IHC Board shall hear the appeal and render a decision in writing 
within sixty (60) days after receiving the Notice of Appeal. 

6.2 IHC Board.   Any person or medical provider who is adversely affected by a decision 
of the IHC Board may appeal that decision to the District Court within thirty (30) 
days of the action of the Board. 

SECTION VII – PENALTIES 

7.1  Criminal Penalties.  Any person or medical provider who intentionally violates the 
provision of this ordinance shall be punished by a fine not to exceed Three Hundred 
Dollars ($300.00) or imprisonment in the County Detention Center of not more than 
ninety (90) days, or both, in accordance with Section 4-37-3 NMSA 1978.  In addition, the 
person or medical provider will be required to reimburse or credit the fund. 

SECTION VIII – REPEALER 

8.1  The rules contained herein replace and supersede all previously issued rules, 
resolutions, regulations and ordinances applicable to the subject matter that is covered in 
this Ordinance, including without limitation, Sierra County Ordinance 10-004.  

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 21st day of November, 2023. 

__________________________ 
TRAVIS DAY, CHAIR 

__________________________ ATTEST BY:  
JAMES PAXON, VICE-CHAIR 

______________________________ 
SHELLY TRUJILLO, COUNTY CLERK 

__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
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APPENDIX 1 
INDIGENT HOSPITAL/HEALTH CARE CLAIM LIMITS 

POLICY MEDICAL   TYPE OF CARE 
LIMIT SERVICES 

$15,000* Hospital  General medical treatment, or acute services  
care.  Services may be out-patient or in-patient   
treatment. Includes the cost of cancer   
treatment  

$2,500 Ambulance       Ambulance transportation by ground or air to 
 nearest facility. 

$2,500 Mental and  This care is limited to one treatment each as  
Suicidal Treatment  deemed  necessary for the patient.  The  

combination of both of  these treatments shall  
 not exceed the fiscal year limit. 

$ 3,000 Substance Abuse Treatment   This care is limited to only one in-patient  
treatment; however, patient treatment is    
unlimited as long as the sum of both in-patient 
and out-patient treatment does not exceed the   
established policy limit.  Provider is  limited  
to $30,000 per fiscal year. 

$ 2,500 Home Health Care    Medical care and treatment as deemed  
   necessary for  the patient each fiscal year in  
   accordance with Section 3.5, (2). Evidence to  
   verify is required. Contracted provider is  
   limited to $20,000 per fiscal year. 

$ 2,500 Hospice Care     Medical care and treatment as deemed  
    necessary for the care of the patient.  Each 
    contracted provider will be limited to  
    $20,000 per fiscal year. 

$2,500 Prenatal & Maternity      A lifetime of three pregnancies will be  
Related Service       allowed per client.  The fiscal year limit will 

     include the cost for   prenatal care, obstetric  
     charges, newborn charges** and  

   miscarriages.  Provider limit will not exceed 
     $20,000 in any fiscal year. 

$2,500        ER Physicians                  Reimburse for medical care administered, as  
   determined by the board, on emergency basis 
   only at a Hospital, at Medicaid fee-for-service 
   rates. Contracted providers limited to $20,000 
   per fiscal year.     

*Services that will exceed the annual claim limit will be pro-rated for reimbursement to each medical provider
which rendered the patient’s treatment or care.
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 **Newborn charges which incur complications and will exceed the established mother’s limit will be 
established as a separate claim. 

Note: The approved limits indicated on this appendix are subject to change each fiscal year based on the 
amount of the Indigent Fund Revenues received.   





















































QUITCLAIM DEED OF VACATION 
 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) provides the procedure for discontinuance 
of public roads by Boards of County Commissioners; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Catherine Wanek, whose address is 50 Kingston Main St., Kingston, NM 88042, 

requested the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners to vacate the public road described 
below; and,  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) a board of commissioners of 

three freeholders of Sierra County viewed the public road described below; and  

 
WHEREAS, the board of commissioners of three freeholders recommended discontinuance 

of the public road described below; and 

 
WHEREAS, during a duly noticed public meeting held on September 13, 2023, the Sierra 

County Board of County Commissioners, ordered vacated, the following described public road in 
Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 
 LULA STREET BETWEEN LOTS 5 THRU 8 AND E1/2 OF LOT 9, BLOCK F AND 

LOTS 7 THRU 10 AND E1/2 OF LOT 11, BLOCK L, KINGSTON TOWNSITE 
 

AND 
 

LULA STREET BETWEEN W1/2 OF LOT 1, ALL OF LOTS 2 THRU 10, BLOCK 2 AND N1/2 
OF LOTS 1 AND 2, ALL OF LOTS 3 THRU 10, BLOCK 3, KINGSTON LULA ADDITION 

 

NOW, THERFORE, the County of Sierra hereby quitclaims, vacates and abandons the above-
described public road in Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, New 
Mexico, have caused this instrument to be signed for and in behalf of said Sierra County, New Mexico 
on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF SIERRA COUNTY 

 

__________________________ 

TRAVIS DAY, CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

JAMES PAXON, VICE-CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 

 

ATTEST BY:   

 

______________________________________ 

SHELLY TRUJILLO, COUNTY CLERK  



QUITCLAIM DEED OF VACATION 
 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) provides the procedure for 
discontinuance of public roads by Boards of County Commissioners; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Linda L. Sweanor and Kenneth L. Logan, whose address is 66 Kingston Main 

St., Kingston, NM 88042, requested the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners to vacate 
the public road described below; and,  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) a board of commissioners 

of three freeholders of Sierra County viewed the public road described below; and  

 
WHEREAS, the board of commissioners of three freeholders recommended 

discontinuance of the public road described below; and 

 
WHEREAS, during a duly noticed public meeting held on September 13, 2023, the Sierra 

County Board of County Commissioners, ordered vacated, the following described public road in 
Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 
 NORTH HALF OF LULA STREET ADJACENT TO LOTS 14 THRU 17, BLOCK 2, 

KINGSTON LULA ADDITION 
 

NOW, THERFORE, the County of Sierra hereby quitclaims, vacates and abandons the above-
described public road in Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, New 
Mexico, have caused this instrument to be signed for and in behalf of said Sierra County, New 
Mexico on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF SIERRA COUNTY 

 

__________________________ 

TRAVIS DAY, CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

JAMES PAXON, VICE-CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 

 

ATTEST BY:   

 

______________________________________ 

SHELLY TRUJILLO, COUNTY CLERK  



QUITCLAIM DEED OF VACATION 
 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) provides the procedure for 
discontinuance of public roads by Boards of County Commissioners; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Sherry Litasi, whose address is 48 Kingston Main St., Kingston, NM 88042, 

requested the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners to vacate the public road described 
below; and,  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) a board of commissioners 

of three freeholders of Sierra County viewed the public road described below; and  

 
WHEREAS, the board of commissioners of three freeholders recommended 

discontinuance of the public road described below; and 

 
WHEREAS, during a duly noticed public meeting held on September 13, 2023, the Sierra 

County Board of County Commissioners, ordered vacated, the following described public road in 
Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 
 LULA STREET BETWEEN LOTS 1 THROUGH 4, BLOCK F AND 

LOTS 1, 5 AND 6, BLOCK L, KINGSTON TOWNSITE 
 

NOW, THERFORE, the County of Sierra hereby quitclaims, vacates and abandons the above-
described public road in Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, New 
Mexico, have caused this instrument to be signed for and in behalf of said Sierra County, New 
Mexico on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF SIERRA COUNTY 

 

__________________________ 

TRAVIS DAY, CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

JAMES PAXON, VICE-CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 

 

 

ATTEST BY:   

 

______________________________________ 

SHELLY TRUJILLO, COUNTY CLERK  



QUITCLAIM DEED OF VACATION 
 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) provides the procedure for 
discontinuance of public roads by Boards of County Commissioners; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Thomas and Satomi Lander, whose address is 62 Kingston Main St., 

Kingston, NM 88042, requested the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners to vacate the 
public road described below; and,  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 67-5-4 (1905) a board of commissioners 

of three freeholders of Sierra County viewed the public road described below; and  

 
WHEREAS, the board of commissioners of three freeholders recommended 

discontinuance of the public road described below; and 

 
WHEREAS, during a duly noticed public meeting held on September 13, 2023, the Sierra 

County Board of County Commissioners, ordered vacated, the following described public road in 
Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 
 LULA STREET BETWEEN LOTS 11 THRU 13, BLOCK 2 AND 
LOTS 11 THRU 13, BLOCK 3, KINGSTON LULA ADDITION 

 

AND 
 

SOUTH HALF OF LULA STREET ADJACENT TO LOTS 14 THRU 17, BLOCK 3, 
KINGSTON LULA ADDITION 

 

NOW, THERFORE, the County of Sierra hereby quitclaims, vacates and abandons the above-
described public road in Sierra County, New Mexico: 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, New 
Mexico, have caused this instrument to be signed for and in behalf of said Sierra County, New 
Mexico on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF SIERRA COUNTY 

 

__________________________ 

TRAVIS DAY, CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

JAMES PAXON, VICE-CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 

 

ATTEST BY:   

 

______________________________________ 

SHELLY TRUJILLO, COUNTY CLERK  



      
  

 

  

 

                 

              

   

 

                

                 

                  

               

                

                

                  

                  

              

              

       

     

                

    

   

    

               

            

        

      

  



 

    

  

   
    

 
 

       

       

             

 

       

                   
              

                  
               

  

                  
                

       

 
 

 

      



      

  

 

   

 
 

                 
              

           

 

                     

                

               
                   

 

                 
                 

                    
                 

               

              
        

      

                
            

   

    

               
            

   

 
   



      

   
   

  
 

  

   

 
 

                  

     
  

    

    
 

  



 

REIMBURSING AGENCY: Department of Finance and Administration
Business Unit: 341 

APPROPRIATION RECIPIENT: SIERRA COUNTY
APPROPRIATION NUMBER: 23-ZH9304
APPROPRIATION AMOUNT: $375,000.00
REVERSION DATE: June 30, 2024 

APPROPRIATION LANGUAGE
THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND ($375,000.00) to purchase and equip vehicles and other equipment for the
Sierra county sheriff's office. Funds unexpended by June 30, 2024, will be reverted to the State of New Mexico's general fund. 

APPROPRIATION REIMBURSEMENT
The appropriation funds will be disbursed through a reimbursement process. The Appropriation Recipient will submit to the
Reimbursing Agency the Exhibit A: Request for Payment form along with supporting document(s) that evidence the expenses to be
reimbursed. The Reimbursing Agency will review these documents to ensure all expenses to be reimbursed reflect the intent and
purpose of the appropriation language. All expenditures for which the Appropriation Recipient requests reimbursement must occur
prior to the reversion date. The latest date the Appropriation Recipient may submit a Request for Payment is July 15, 2024. With the
submission of the final Exhibit A: Request for Payment, the Appropriation Recipient must include a completed Exhibit B: Final
Report form in order to receive the final reimbursement. 

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that SIERRA COUNTY

1. Will only use the appropriation funds to carry out and/or perform activities described in appropriation language.
2. Will comply with State Procurement Code and execution of binding written obligations or purchase orders with third party

contractors or vendors for the provision of services, including professional services, or the purchase of tangible personal
property and real property for the project.

3. Ensures that the appropriation funds only benefit entities in accordance with applicable law, including, but not limited to
Article IX, Section 14 of the Constitution of the State of New Mexico, "Anti-Donation Clause."

4. Will follow the procedure described in “Appropriation Reimbursement” for reimbursement of appropriated funds.

______________________________________________
Appropriation Recipient Representative

___________________________
Date

______________________________________________
Appropriation Recipient CFO

___________________________
Date

APPROVAL
In in accordance with the authority conferred on the Department of Finance & Administration by the statute appropriating these funds,
I hereby approve this certification for appropriation number 23-ZH9304 in the amount of $375,000.00. 

______________________________________________
Wesley Billingsley
Director, Local Government Division

___________________________
Date
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REIMBURSING AGENCY: Department of Finance and Administration 

Business Unit: 341 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
SB192 Junior Appropriation 

Final Report Form 
Exhibit B 

Appropriation Recipient: 

Appropriation Number: 

Use of Appropriation Funds Amount  
Personnel Expenses 
Other Operating Expenses 
Capital Expenses 
Other  

Total Amount of Appropriation Funds Expended 

Narrative 
Describe the outcomes, results, benefit, and or uses of the appropriation funds 

$ 0.00
$ 0.00

$ 0.00
$ 0.00

$ 0.00



























































































































 

SIERRA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION № 110-194 

SUPPORTING THE NEW MEXICO TRAPPERS ASSOCIATION’S LITIGATION AGAINST THE 

STATE’S PUBLIC LANDS TRAPPING BAN  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, met in a commission 
meeting on October 17, 2023, at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County Administration Office, 1712 N. 
Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901; and,  

 
WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995) provides that Counties have the power 

to, “provide for the safety, preserve the health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals, 
order, comfort and convenience of any county or its inhabitants”; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, NMSA, 1978, Section 4-38-18 (1976) provides that a Board of County 
Commissioner has the duty and authority “[t]o represent the county and have the care of the county 
property and the management of the interest of the county in all cases where no other provision is 
made by law;” and, 

 
WHEREAS, in 2021, Senate Bill 32, termed the Wildlife Conservation & Public Safety 

Act (hereinafter the “Act”) which generally prohibits trapping, snaring, and using wildlife poison 
for purposes of capturing, injuring, or killing an animal on public land, subject to several important 
exceptions was passed and signed into law; and,  

 
WHEREAS, under the Act, Section 17-11-3 provides “[i]t is a violation of the Wildlife 

Conservation and Public Safety Act to use a trap, snare, or wildlife poison for purposes of 
capturing, injuring, or killing an animal on public land except as provided in Section 17-11-4…”;” 
and,  

WHEREAS, Section 17-11-4 specifies the exceptions to the Act. Under N.M.S.A. § 17-
11- 4(H), the Act does not apply to “enrolled members of a federally recognized Indian nation, 
tribe or pueblo when trapping is conducted solely for religious or ceremonial purposes pursuant to 
the rules issued by the department of game and fish in collaboration with the secretary of Indian 
affairs and consistent with federal procedures for recognition and protection of bona fide Indian 
nation, tribe or pueblo religious ceremonies;”  and, 

 



WHEREAS, the Act aids and creates unlawful preferences for Native American religions, 
Native American modes of worship, and religious activities over secular activities in violation of 
N.M. Const. Art. II, § 11 and U.S. Const. Amend. I. 10; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Act deprives New Mexico residents and people within the state of rights, 

privileges and/or immunities secured pursuant to the bill of rights of the constitution of New 
Mexico, in violation of the New Mexico Civil Rights Act, NMSA. Section 41-4A-1 et seq.; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Act denies equal protection of the law as it permits enrolled members of 

federally recognized Indian nations, tribes, or pueblos to trap on public land while denying 
similarly situated individuals that same right thereby violating equal protection clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article II, Section 18 of the New 
Mexico Constitution; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the United States 
Constitution “means at least this: [n]either a state nor the Federal Government…can pass laws 
which aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion over another.” Everson, 330 U.S. at 
15.; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Act violates the State and Federal establishment clauses as it both aids 
and prefers Native American religions over other religions; aids and prefers Native American 
modes of worship over other modes of worship; and aids and prefers religious activities over non-
religious activities; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the NM Trappers Association, in conjunction with the National Fur trappers 

Association and Fur Takers of America have filed a federal lawsuit against the State of New 
Mexico to overturn the Act and protect the civil rights of New Mexicans. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
the County of Sierra that it hereby supports the litigation to overturn the Wildlife Conservation 
and Public Safety Act. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board calls on the Court to issue an or order 

declaring that the Wildlife Conservation and Public Safety Act violates the Equal protection and 
Establishment Clauses of the New Mexico and United States Constitutions, and well as the New 
Mexico Civil Rights Act.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 17th day of October, 2023. 
 

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

 

______________________________________               
Travis Day, Chairman  

 

______________________________________              
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

 

______________________________________                
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________                    
Shelly K. Trujillo                      
Sierra County Clerk 
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Resolution No.  110-195 

Resolution Supporting the New Mexico Counties 
2024 Legislative Priorities 

 
WHEREAS, in August 2023, the New Mexico Counties Board of Directors approved three legislative 
priorities for consideration by the New Mexico Legislature at its 2024 session; and 
 
WHEREAS, NMC has requested that the Board of County Commissioners in each of the state’s 33 
counties discuss and approve support for NMC’s legislative priorities as an important step in assuring 
maximum understanding of NMC’s legislative priorities at the county level; and  
 
WHEREAS, county support enables NMC to demonstrate strong local and statewide support to the state 
legislature for the following issues: 
 
1. HB 2 Appropriations 
 
      Detention Reimbursement Fund 

Fully fund County Detention Facilities Reimbursement Act Fund to reimburse counties for the actual 
cost of housing state inmates.  
• Currently at $5 million  
• According to the New Mexico Sentencing Commission, the five-year average cost to house New 

Mexico Corrections Department inmates is $7.5 million. 
 
       Detention Recruitment and Retention  

Appropriate $10 million to the newly formed Corrections Workforce Capacity Building Fund 
administered by DFA. 
• Sufficient numbers of detention staff are essential to a safe and well-operated detention facility   

which is directly correlated to community safety.   
• A public safety recruitment and retention fund would provide local governments with much 

needed resources to provide detention services to their communities. 
 

Prisoner Transport and Extradition  
Create a line item in the DFA budget with $750,000 to reimburse counties that provide      
transportation for state prisoners. 
• Statute 4-44-18C NMSA requires the state to make such payment. 
• Counties should not be responsible to pay for state prisoner extradition.  

 
     RISE Funding 

Make permanent and increase county participation in the RISE (Reach, Intervene, Support and 
Engage) Program. 

 
Emergency Medical Services 
Create a line item in the Department of Health Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Bureau budget     
with $10 million to assist local government EMS services. 
• Emergency medical services in New Mexico have been significantly underfunded for years.  
• Current state appropriations, taxes collected through local GRT increments, and other sources 

of revenue do not provide sufficient support to local governments to meet community needs, 
especially in rural areas of the state.  

• EMS services are vital to the health and welfare of New Mexico citizens. 
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Courthouse Funding 
Create a recurring appropriation of $25 million for construction and renovation of state district 
courthouses. 
• In 2023, the legislature appropriated $23 million to the Administrative Office of the Courts to

assist with critical needs.
• $15 million was designated to resolve litigation between the 8th Judicial District Court and Otero

County and the remaining balance is being distributed based on needs statewide.
• Counties maintain that district courthouses are a state responsibility and that the rising costs of

construction, security, and IT necessitate a shared revenue stream.

State Health Benefits Plan 
Create a State Health Benefit Fund solvency plan. 
• The current State Health Care Benefit Plan is facing an estimated $149 million deficit.
• The State of New Mexico has not increased premiums in the past three years.
• The General Services Division invoiced local government public bodies (LPB) for approximately

$18 million for previous and projected shortfalls.
• NMC has filed a lawsuit on behalf of 24 counties questioning the legality of these “special

assessments.”
• NMC seeks a solution to ensure fund solvency and guarantee proper notice and planning to

enable LPBs to adequately budget for increased cost moving forward.

2. Elected Official Salary Increase

Increase the salary cap for newly elected county officials by 15% with a provision for future
adjustments to track the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
• Last amended in 2018 (HB69) for increases beginning in 2019.
• Historically adjusted approximately every 4 years.
• Must be in place when newly elected officials take office in 2024.
• CPI provision would eliminate the need for repeated legislative action.

3. Firefighter Recruitment & Retention

Appropriate a $50 million reoccurring fund to the NM Department of Homeland Security to be
administered by the State Fire Marshal’s Office for fire departments to staff, recruit, and retain
career and volunteer firefighters.
• Call volume has increased by as much as 50% in the last year.
• Response systems are overburdened.
• Average age of New Mexican volunteer is 65.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the  Sierra Board of County Commissioners does hereby 
support NMC’s legislative priorities as set forth above and urges that legislation incorporating these 
priorities be enacted by the state legislature during its 2024 session. 
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ADOPTED this 17th day of October, 2023. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

_______________________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman           For / Against 

_______________________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-chair                          For / Against 

_______________________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner         For / Against 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 



SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 110-196 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE AMENDED 2023 TAX RATES 

WHEREAS, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners of Sierra County, New 
Mexico, meeting on October 17, 2023, deem it necessary to approve the 
Amended 2023 Tax Rates as set forth in the certification issued by the 
Department of Finance and Administration; and 

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2023, this Board previously approved the 2023 
Tax Rates as set forth in the certification issued by the Department of Finance and 
Administration, which tax rates have since been updated by the Department of 
Finance and Administration; and, 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 7-38-34 requires that the Board of County 
Commissioners issue a written order, imposing those rates set forth and deliver a 
copy of this order immediately to the County Assessor; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County 
Commissioners, Sierra County, New Mexico hereby approve and implement the 
aforementioned Amended 2023 Certificate of Tax Rates, attached hereto. 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  

______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 



Attest: 

_________________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 
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Certificate of Property Tax Rates in Mills
Sierra County
Tax Year 2023

OVERALL COUNTY NET TAXABLE VALUE: $352,005,616

Property Classification Residential Non-Residential Residential Non-Residential Residential Non-Residential

Tax District 6 EB R 6 EB NR 6 IN R 6 IN NR 6 OUT R 6 OUT NR

Municipality Elephant Butte (City) Elephant Butte (City) Truth or Consequences
(City)

Truth or Consequences
(City)

Public School District Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences

College District

Taxable Value 49,733,665 17,589,378 73,714,865 38,830,727 87,111,803 78,763,993

Mill Levies for State, County, Municipality, and School District

State Debt Service 1.360 1.360 1.360 1.360 1.360 1.360

Total State 1.360 1.360 1.360 1.360 1.360 1.360

County Debt Service - - - - - -

County Operational 10.674 11.850 10.674 11.850 10.674 11.850

Total County 10.674 11.850 10.674 11.850 10.674 11.850

Municipal Debt Service - - - - - -

Municipal Operational 4.207 4.225 1.537 2.225 - -

Total Municipal 4.207 4.225 1.537 2.225 0.000 0.000

School Building (House Bill 33 Levy) - - - - - -

School Capital Improvement (Senate Bill 9 Levy) 1.999 2.000 1.999 2.000 1.999 2.000

School District Debt Service 5.651 5.651 5.651 5.651 5.651 5.651

School District Ed. Tech. Debt Service - - - - - -

School District Operational 0.500 0.500 0.500 0.500 0.500 0.500

Total School District 8.150 8.151 8.150 8.151 8.150 8.151

Total State, County, Municipal and School
District

24.391 25.586 21.721 23.586 20.184 21.361

1 / 5



Certificate of Property Tax Rates in Mills TY2023 Sierra County - printed from LGBMS on 2023-09-18 14:16:23

Tax District 6 EB R 6 EB NR 6 IN R 6 IN NR 6 OUT R 6 OUT NR

Mill Levies for College and Hospital

Total Higher Education 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Sierra County Hospital

          Hospital Debt Service - - - - - -

          Hospital Operational 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000

Total Hospital 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000

Total College and Hospital 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000 2.000

Grand Total State, County, Municipal, Public
School, College, Hospital

26.391 27.586 23.721 25.586 22.184 23.361

Mill Levies for Other Taxing Entities

Underwood Watershed

          Special District Debt Service - - - - - -

          Special District Operational - - - - 5.000 5.000

Sierra Flood Control

          Special District Operational 1.500 1.500 1.500 1.500 1.500 1.500

Sierra SWCD

          Special District Operational (Not Yield
Controlled)

1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000

Caballo SWCD

          Special District Operational (Not Yield
Controlled)

- - - - 1.000 1.000

Total Other 2.500 2.500 2.500 2.500 8.500 8.500

Grand Total 28.891 30.086 26.221 28.086 30.684 31.861

2 / 5



Certificate of Property Tax Rates in Mills TY2023 Sierra County - printed from LGBMS on 2023-09-18 14:16:23

Property Classification Residential Non-Residential

Tax District 6W IN R 6W IN NR

Municipality Williamsburg (Village) Williamsburg (Village)

Public School District Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences

College District

Taxable Value 4,872,601 1,388,584

Mill Levies for State, County, Municipality, and School District

State Debt Service 1.360 1.360

Total State 1.360 1.360

County Debt Service - -

County Operational 10.674 11.850

Total County 10.674 11.850

Municipal Debt Service - -

Municipal Operational 1.687 2.115

Total Municipal 1.687 2.115

School Building (House Bill 33 Levy) - -

School Capital Improvement (Senate Bill 9 Levy) 1.999 2.000

School District Debt Service 5.651 5.651

School District Ed. Tech. Debt Service - -

School District Operational 0.500 0.500

Total School District 8.150 8.151

Total State, County, Municipal and School
District

21.871 23.476
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Tax District 6W IN R 6W IN NR

Mill Levies for College and Hospital

Total Higher Education 0.000 0.000

Sierra County Hospital

          Hospital Debt Service - -

          Hospital Operational 2.000 2.000

Total Hospital 2.000 2.000

Total College and Hospital 2.000 2.000

Grand Total State, County, Municipal, Public
School, College, Hospital

23.871 25.476

Mill Levies for Other Taxing Entities

Underwood Watershed

          Special District Debt Service - -

          Special District Operational - -

Sierra Flood Control

          Special District Operational 1.500 1.500

Sierra SWCD

          Special District Operational (Not Yield
Controlled)

1.000 1.000

Caballo SWCD

          Special District Operational (Not Yield
Controlled)

- -

Total Other 2.500 2.500

Grand Total 26.371 27.976
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Livestock Mill Levies

Category Rate Applicable Tax Districts

Cattle Indemnity 10.000 6W IN,6 IN,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT

Sheep/Goats/Swine/Alpaca 9.147 6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 IN,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 IN,6 IN,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT

Dairy Cattle 5.000 6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT

Bison/Camelids/Ratite 7.614 6 OUT,6 OUT,6 OUT

Horses/Asses/Mules 9.770 6 OUT,6 IN,6 OUT,6 OUT,6 IN,6 IN

Other Assessments

Category Taxing Entity Description

Footnotes

Tax District Classification Assessment Footnote

Amendments

Date Description
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SIERRA COUNTY 

REPEALING SIERRA COUNTY 
SPINLAUNCH LEDA ORDINANCE 

NO 21-001 

PASSED: __________, 2023 

EFFECTIVE: ___________, 2023



SIERRA COUNTY 
ORDINANCE 23-003 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SIERRA COUNTY SPINLAUNCH LEDA, 
ORDINANCE NO. 21-001 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 3-18-1 (1972) provides that municipalities, and also 
counties pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995), have the power to “protect 
generally the property of its municipality and its inhabitants” and to “preserve peace and 
order”; and,  

WHEREAS, Section 4-37-1 et seq. NMSA 1978 provides that counties may adopt 
ordinances, not inconsistent with statutory or constitutional limitations placed on counties, 
to discharge those powers necessary and proper to provide for the safety, preserve the 
health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals, order, comfort and convenience of 
the county and its inhabitants; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Sections 4-57-1 to -3 (1967), the Board of County 
Commissioners previously authorized the County to act as fiscal agent for the Local 
Economic Development Act (LEDA) project with Spinlaunch; and, 

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2021, SpinLaunch, was awarded up to $4,000,000 in LEDA 
funds to construct and develop a suborbital launch system facility at Spaceport America in 
Sierra County, New Mexico.   

WHEREAS, part of this project included the creation of fifty-nine (59) new, full-time 
permanent jobs by December 31, 2030; and 

WHEREAS, SpinLaunch signed and agreed to the terms of the Project Participation 
Agreement (PPA) with Sierra County to perform and, upon completion of performance 
milestones, receive State of New Mexico LEDA  funding; and, 

WHEREAS, SpinLaunch’s LEDA project required submission of job reports in order to track 
the company’s hiring throughout the term of the project; and, 

WHEREAS, as of today, SpinLaunch has not submitted job reports for Q3-2022, Q4-2022, 
Q1-2023 or Q2-2023 PPA, and is currently non-compliant with the terms of the PPA.   

WHEREAS, no funds from this award have been distributed to SpinLaunch. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
the County of Sierra that (1) the County Administration is to terminate the Project 
Participation Agreement (PPA) attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made part of this 
Ordinance (2) that the County reimburse the NMEDD its original funding toward the 
SpinLaunch project in the amount of $4,000,000.00, within 30 days of receipt of funds; 
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and (3) that the County staff is authorized to do all deeds as necessary in the 
accomplishment thereof. 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND ORDAINED on this 17th day of October, 

2023. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  

______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 

Attest: 

_________________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 
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Sierra County 
Amendment to the Sierra County Personnel Policy 

Ordinance, 16-009

Ordinance No: 23-004 

Passed: ____________ 

Effective Date: 30 days 



SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINANCE № 23-004 

AMENDING THE SIERRA COUNTY PERSONNEL POLICY ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE NO.
16-009

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met upon notice of a 
regular meeting, duly published, at the Sierra County Administrative Offices, 1712 N Date St, 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901, on October 17, 2023; and,  

WHEREAS, on Oct 17th, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County adopted 
Ordinance 23-004, the Sierra County Personnel Policy Ordinance, to establish consistent, basic 
policies and practices, and professionalism expectations concerning relations between the 
County and its Employees; and,  

WHEREAS, Section 9.3 of the Personnel Policy Ordinance provides, in pertinent part, 
that “FLSA non-exempt, law enforcement or detention employee shall be paid overtime 
according to FLSA regulations in excess of eighty-six (86) hours per pay period permitted by 29 
U.S.C. Section 207(k)[;]” and, 

WHEREAS, in recognition of the invaluable contributions of our law enforcement and 
detention personnel, the Board of County Commissioners seeks to fully and fairly compensate its 
law enforcement and detention personnel, and to pay overtime in excess of eighty (80) hours per 
paid period. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Incorporation of Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated by reference as 
a material part of the Ordinance Amendment as if the same were set out completely in the 
Ordinance Amendment. 

2. Amendment.  Ordinance 16-009 shall be amended as set forth in this instrument, 
and, except as expressly amended by this instrument, shall remain in full force and effect as 
written. 

3. Amendment to Section 9.3 of Ordinance 16-009 Section 9.3 of this Ordinance is 
deleted in its entirety and the following Section 9.3 is substituted in its place: 

9.3 Overtime Pay: Only FLSA non-exempt employees shall be compensated for all 
time actually worked, whether or not the time is authorized. Failure to obtain authorization for 
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overtime shall result in disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal. The rate shall be one 
and one-half (1½) times regular pay for each hour of overtime. Only actual time worked will be 
used to calculate overtime; holiday, annual, sick and other leave hours shall not be considered 
actual working hours.  

A. Regular, Law Enforcement and Detention employees: such payment shall be made
only in cases when an FLSA non-exempt employee works over forty (40) “actual
hours” in a normal workweek.

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND ORDAINED on this 17th day of October, 2023. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  

______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
Attest: 

_________________________________ 
Shelly K. Trujillo 
Sierra County Clerk 


