
Sierra County Commission 
Sierra County Commission Chambers 

1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
Tuesday, January 28th, 2025 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO MEETING VIA: 
(http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068317226897) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aynhLY8yGWs) 
 

Call to Order: 9:45 AM Public Hearing on Amendment to Animal Control Ordinance 
 

10:00 AM Regular Meeting 
 
Roll Call: Travis Day-Chairman   Amy Whitehead-Clerk 
  James E. Paxon-Vice-Chair   Nance, Pato & Stout, LLC-Attorney 
  Hank Hopkins-Commissioner  Amber Vaughn-County Manager 
 
Pledge Of Allegiance 
 
New Mexico State Flag Pledge-I salute the flag of the State of New Mexico and the Zia symbol of perfect 
friendship among united cultures.  
 
 Introduction of Guests  
 

I. Approval of Agenda: 
II. Approval of Minutes: 

A. Regular Meeting – December 17th, 2024 
III. Public Comment: Limited to 3 Minutes 
IV. Consent Agenda: 

A. Resolution No. 2025-01 Accounts Payable  
B. Resolution No. 2025-02 Indigent Claims 
C. Indigent Burial B2025-001 
D. Indigent Burial B2025-002 
E. Indigent Burial B2025-003 
F. Claim of Exemption 24-013 (Eischens) 

V. Presentations/reports: 
A. Years of Service Awards  
B. Department Reports   
C. Flood Commissioner Annual Report  
D. 2025 Fire Season and Prescribed Fire planned for 2025 

VI. Board of Finance: 
A. December Reconciliation 

VII. Old Business: 
VIII. New Business: 

A. Approval of 2026 SP Request for Funding  
B. Approval of 2026 SB Request for Funding 



C. Approval of 2026 CAP Request for Funding 
D. Direction to Authorize work on a Revised MOU with the Fair Board Appointing a 

Member of Sierra County Staff and a Commissioner   
E. Appointments of Board & Committee Members 
F. County Road Closure Request: Space Race  

IX. Contracts-Agreements-Procurements: 
A. MOU between the County of Sierra and the City of Truth or Consequences-Provision of 

Emergency Management Services  
B. First Amendment to Local Government Road Fund Cooperative Agreement Contract No. 

D20231 
C. First Amendment to Local Government Road Fund Cooperative Agreement Contract No. 

D20229 
D. MES -Fire Equipment-SPA-Las Palomas Fire Department  
E. MCLL-Chevrolet Tahoe PPV-SPA-Sheriff’s Office  
F. RFP #2024-07-021-Hazard Mitigation Plan–Notice of Award  

X. Resolutions-Ordinances-Proclamations: 
A. Resolution No. 2025-03 Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair of Sierra County 

Commission  
B. Resolution No. 2025-04 Sierra County Manager Authority  
C. Resolution No. 2025-05 Open Meeting Act 
D. Resolution No. 2025-06 Parliamentary Procedures and Robert’s Rules of Order  
E. Resolution No. 2025-07 Public Participation at Sierra County Commission Meetings  
F. Resolution No. 2025-08 Signature Authority on County Checks  
G. Resolution No. 2025-09 Establishing Depositories  
H. Resolution No. 2025-10 Public Notice Describing Procedures for Requests for 

Inspection of Public Records  
I. Resolution No. 2025-11 Opposing Abuse of The Antiquities Act  
J. Resolution No. 2025-12 Authorizing Sale or Disposal of Tangible Personal Property by 

Sierra County  
K. Resolution No. 2025-13 Establishing a License Tax under the Liquor Control Act 
L. Resolution No. 2025-14 Budget Adjustment  
M. Resolution No. 2025-15 In support of the Appointment of Yvette Herrell as Assistant 

Secretary of the United States Department of Interior  
N. Direction to Order Publication of Ordinance No. 25-001 Property Tax Rebate 

Benefiting Low-Income Taxpayers 
O. Ordinance No. 25-002 Amending Animal Control Ordinance  

XI. Executive Session (Section 10-15 E thru H) : 
Pending and Threatened Litigation : 
A. Ramirez v. Sierra County 
B. Estate of Tracy v. Sierra County 

XII. Open Session Actions from Executive Session: 
XIII. Adjourn 
 
 
 
Next proposed Scheduled Meeting: Regular Meeting, Tuesday, February 18th, 2025, at 10:00 AM. 
Items for the agenda must be submitted to the Sierra County Administration Office no later than 
5:00pm on the Monday the week before the meeting. 
 
If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language 
interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or 
meeting, please contact the Sierra County Manager, at 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico 87901, phone (575) 894-6215 at least one (1) week prior to the meeting or as soon as 
possible.  Public documents, including the agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible 
formats. Please contact the Sierra County Manager if a summary or other type of accessible format 
is needed. 



  
  

 

      

          
          

          

 

   
   
   

    

   

   

  

    

  

 

        

       
     

 

         
         

 



    
  

 

        
       

     

      

 

     

     

      

        
       

     

 

    
  
   

 

  

        
      

        

 

  

         

        
        

      



    
 

 

           

         
         

       
    

     

      
    

        
        

        
 

            
    

         
          
       
   

        
      

       
        

        

   

         
       

       



     

    

     

          
       

         

         
   

        
        

     

      

         
       

          
   

   
   
   

   

   

    
 

 

       
        

       



    
  

 

        
          

      

       
 

           
           
          

  

        
    

          
    

      

     

   

      



    
 

 

    

   

    



 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-01 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS THROUGH THE PERIOD BEGINNING 
DECEMBER 1ST, 2024 

AND 
ENDING DECEMBER 31ST, 2024 

 
WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, 
MEETING IN REGULAR PUBLIC SESSION ON JANUARY 28TH, 2025 DESIRES TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
EQUITABLE AND REASONABLE PAYENT OF CLAIMS DUE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE, AND; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT CLAIMS, PURCHASE VOUCHERS AND WARRANTS 
DETAILED AND ATTACHED HERETO, PAYABLE FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,383,075.65 ARE PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON THIS 28TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2025. 
                                                                                        
   BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
   SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
  
 
   ____________________________ 
ATTEST:   TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
   ____________________________ 
   HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
 
_____________________________ ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

 
Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Travis Day 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

  

 
 

   

  
  

   
 

 
   

 
   

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

   

 
 

   
 

  
    

  
 

  
  

 

     



 



  

  
  

  

   

 
 

  

  

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

   

  

  

  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

    

   







 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



    

 

  
  

  
   

 

    

   
 

 
    

   
   

    
   

   
    

   
    

   
  

 
  
   

 
  
  

  

  

    

 
 

  
 

   

 
 

  

  
  

  
    

   
  

    
  

 

 

 

      



 



  
    

     
        

 
 

     
   

    

    
     

         

     



 

 

 



    

     

  

           

   

         

 
        

   

             

         
         

        

  

 

         

 

        

         

     

     
             

              

  

     

    

     

 

   



 



 

            

  

   

        
   

     
     

     
    

 
 

      
        
       
        

         

          

          
        
          

   

        
         

       
         

 

      
      
       
         
          

 

        

 

     

    



 



     

    
     

       

     
    

    
               

       
      
        

 

      
      
   

 
    

  

       
   

 
   

        

    
      
      
         

   

       
      
        
       

 

                 

       
       

            

    



 

 
 



 





 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 





 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



    

 
 

 

    

 
   

   

  
  

 

   



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



  

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 





 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 





 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 



 
 

 
 



 

 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

     
   
   

  
    

  
   

   
   

 

 

 

  

 
   

  

    

 

  
  

  
  

   
    

 

   
  
  

   
 

    
  

  
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 





 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

   
       

    

   
    

       

 

   

  
  

  
  

 

   
   

 

 

  
 

   

    

 

  
  

   

 
    

  

 

   

  
    

     
       



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 



 

 



                

      
      

  

          

    

      
    

    

   
  

  
  

 

 

 

   
  

  
 

 
 

   
    

  



 









 

 



                 
    

          

 
           

 

                      
    

  

      
            

 

     
      

    
    

             

  

      
     

            

      
      

        
           

  

  



 
 

 



  

 





 



 

 

 
 

 
 



   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



    

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 
  

 
 

 



 

   
  
   

    

    

 

 
  

   
      

    

 

  
  

 
     

 

  
   

 
  

    

  

    

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
    

  
 

 
 

  

 
  

 
  

 

 

  
 

        

      

      
 

         

  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



  

 



  





  

    

    

    

     

    

    

   

 
  

  

  

  

  



 

 

  
  

      
   

  

   
 

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   
     
  
  

   



 

  
   



     

 
 

 

 

  

 
   

     

    
        

 
 

 

 
    

    

  

     

  

               

                
               

               
   

 

  

  

 

 

 
 



   

  

    
  

     
    

      
   

  

          
              

           
             

             
                
     

  

   
  

    

 

 

 

               
 





   
   

   

  

 

  

  

  

     

   

                   

   

        

              

           

                  

               

              

  

   

   

  

   

   
        

  

  



 
       

    
    

 

  

    

  

           

 
 

          
        

                  
             

       

           
  

          

       
    

          
        

           
         

        
        
           

   

                 
        

              
     

      
          

          
           

        
       
        

          

 

      
        

          

     
      
        
         

         
              

     
   

     
       

      

        
       
          

          
      

         
         

      
          

       
          

      

          

    
      

       



  
          

   

     

   

 

 

   

   
 

   
  

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

  

   

   
  

   

    

 
  
  

       

   
        

  

 
 

  
      

  

   
  

  
 

   

    
       

  

 



 

 

 
  

 

  
      

    

    

  
  

      

  
    

  
  

     



     

         

     

  

     

 

   

 
 

 
 

  

   
   

   
  

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

  

   

   
  

   

    

 
  

  

  

     

   

  

 

 

  

  
  

   
  

  

  

   
    
       

  

 



   

 

 

 

  
 

  
        

  
   

  
  

     

  
   

  
  

     



     

  
 

 

 

 

 
   

     

    
     

  
  

 
  
    

 

    

  

              
               

                
              

 

                
   

 

 
 

  

 

 

  



  
        

    
   

 

    

 

     

  

     

  
   

          
        

         
         
             

       

           
  

          

        
    

          
        

           
         

           
        

           
   

        
          

       

              
     

      
          

          
           

        
         
       

  

      
        

          

      
      
        
         

         
      

        
    

   
      

      
      

       
        

      
          

 
 

     
         

         
         

          
       

          
       

       

 
 

   
  

    
    

            

 



   

  

 

    
  

     
    

      
    

              
           

  

   
  

    

 

 

  

             

            
             

              
             

               
             





   
   

   

  

 

  

  

   

   

  

     

   

        

              

                   

   

           

               

              

 

   

   
        

  

  

 

  



 

         

     

  

     

   

 

 
 

  

   

   

   
  

 
  

  

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
  

   

    

 
 
  

 
    

  

     

  

 
  

 

 
 

 

  
    

  
   

  
   

  

   

    
     

  

 



 

 

 
  

  

  
    

  
    

  

     

  
    

  
  

     



   

  

 

 

 

   
     

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
     

         

 
  
    

  

    

  

              
                  

         

               
   

 

 
 

  

 

    



   

  

 

    
  

     
    

       
     

  

          
             

            
               

            

               
 

  

   
  

    

 

 





   
   

    

  

 

 

  

  

   

   

    

      
      

        

              

                   

   

           

               

              

   

 
         

  

  

    



    

      

     

  

     

 

  

 

 

 
  

   

   

 
   

  

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

  

   
   
  

   

    

 
 
  

  
     

   

     

  

 

 

  
   

  
   

  

 
  

   
    
   

  

 



   

 

   

  
  

  
     

  
   

  
  

     

  
  

  
 

 

      

 

  

    

 
 

 
 

    

 

 

  
  

 
      

  
   

  

     

  
  

  
 



     

  

     

   

 

 
 

  

   

   

  

   
  

 
  

  

 

  
 

 

  
   

   
  

   

    
 

 
  

   

    

   
     

  

 
  

  
  

  
   

  

  
  

   

    
   
  

 

   
                     

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  
  

 
     

  
       

  
  

     

  
  

  
 

 

    

 
  

    

 
 

 
 

     



 

 
     

 

    

  

   

     
   

     

  

   

       

   

     

      

   

    
   

    

 

            

  



































Office of the Sierra County Flood Commissioner 
Annual Report 2024 
 

 

TO: Honorable Travis Day Chairman Sierra County Commission 

From Sandy Jones Sierra County Flood Commissioner 

January 6, 2025 

Chairman Day, 

Please find below the Office of the Sierra County Flood Commissioner (OSCFC) annual report. My 
apologies for the brief delay in completion.   

Flooding across Sierra County was generally light with a few exceptions. The drainages of Trujillo 
and Canada Alamosa experienced some damage from storms this year.  Most of the other 
reported damages were to roadways or runoff from roadways into private property related to road 
department maintenance issues.   

An intense local storm in the Trujillo Canyon drainage above the town of Arrey sent bank to bank 
flood water through to the Rio Grande. A road crossing approximately .75 miles above the HWY 187 
bridge allowed flood waters to enter behind the southern Trujillo levee which breached the levee 
downstream of road crossing. Once breached, partial flows flooded the Arrey store, church and 
property adjacent to the Trujillo.  Downstream of highway 187 where the Trujillo crosses the Sierra 
County Road “Percha Dam Canal Road” the deteriorated road crossing at that location allowed 
flood waters to enter cultivated fields. This office repaired 6300 LF of damaged levee above HWY 
187 and repaired the Percha Dam Canal Road crossing. 

The Canada Alamosa had a couple of substantial flows that washed out portions of the levee at 
private and county road crossings. Those breaches caused flood waters to run into farm fields, 
damaging land and crops. The Calvario drainage above the town of Monticello nearly broke it’s 
levee which would have sent flood waters into the village. Where the Placitas drainage intersected 
Canada Alamosa a large cottonwood tree uprooted temporarily restricting the Canada Alamosa.  
The rising water upstream flowed behind the Canada Alamosa northern levee sending flood water 
into farm fields downstream.   

The Canada Alamosa levees were restored from the CO 33 road crossing to the Coil ranch 
upstream. The side canyons of Calvario and Placitas were also repaired. Total repairs in the 
Canada Alamosa drainage were approximately 8500LF. 

Repairs to Canada Alamosa and Trujillo Canyon $120,000.00. 

Another very localized storm dumped 3” of rain upstream of the intersection of state road 51 and 
Armendariz Road east of Elephant Butte Dam leading to the Champaign Hills Subdivision. Debris 
from flood water stopped up the roadway culverts causing water to back up and flow across the 
roadway section.  Flows over the roadway washed out the downstream road shoulder and part of 
the southbound lane.  OSCFC has solicited bids for the repair with estimated cost $12,000.00 - 
$15,000.00. 



Office of the Sierra County Flood Commissioner 
Annual Report 2024 
 OSCFC met with the City of Truth or Consequences and Village of Williamsburg to discuss the 
OSCFC participating with funds for construction of the Cantrel dam flood project. Of the 
estimated $8,000,000.00 cost OFSCFC has committed $400,000.00 of funds for construction. 

The city of Elephant Butte requested assistance in design and construction to alleviate flooding of 
residential housing in the Mescal Loop Street area. Most of the houses and yards experience 
flooding even in small rain events due to a large commercial development upstream. The project 
has been on the city’s drainage plans for some time but has not been able to fund the project. The 
OSCFC has employed Bohannan Huston engineers to design the project.  Design is 90% complete 
with construction anticipated spring of 2025.  Estimated cost for project $400,000.00. 

This office is pleased to report that other than telephone, office rent and some legal expenses all 
expenditures have been dedicated to repairs and construction. 

Respectfully submitted  

Sandy Jones 

 

 Flood Commissioner 

 

  

 

 

  















   

  

 

    
     

 

 

   
           

 

    
  
   

  

   

             
          

           

            
         

         
    

              
             

             
  

 

  

 

 
   

 



   

 

  

 

 
 

 

    
          

 

    
    

  
  

   
   

 

          
           

            

            
  

 
   

    
     

 



             
      

          

     

            

   



           
          

   

            

            

             

        



 
   

  
 

                 
                 

       
 

            
            

      

  
    
 

 
 

    
 
 

   
       

  

  
  

 





   



  

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 



   

  

 
 

    
     

 

 

 

 
    

      

 

   

            
         

          
  

              
              

              

 

  

 

 
  

    
  
   

  

             
          

           



   

 

 

    
      

  

 

 

 

 
     

          

 

    
    

  
  

   
   

           
           

            

             
  

 
   

 

 



           
            

        
        

         

          

          

          

           

  
       

       
        

       
       

      
       



              
      

          

     

     

    

    

           

          
             

    



 
   

  
 

            
                

               
               

                 
                

             

 
           

            

   
     

  
  

   
 

 
    

 
         

     

  
    

 

 









   

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

    
     

   
          

 

    
  
   

  

   

             
          

           

            
         

          
  

             
                 

             

 

  

 

 
 



   

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

    
     

 

 

    
    

  
  

   
   

 

          
           

            

            
  

 
  

    
     

 
 



             
      

         
  

   

     

     

      

     



          
         

      

        

          

         

          

          



 
   

  
 

                    
              

                

 
           

            

      

  
  
   

    

 
 

    
 

         

   

    
   





   

 



 



 

  











Commissioner Organization

Commissioner Paxon NM Counties Insurance Authority Pool Board Voting Member
Commissioner Paxon Spaceport Tax District 
Commissioner Paxon South West County Commissioners Alliance 
Commissioner Paxon South Central Council of Governments
Commissioner Paxon Region IV, Chief Elected Officials Board 
Commissioner Paxon SVH Joint Powers Commission 
Commissioner Paxon County Livestock Loss Authority 

Commissioner Day Spaceport Tax District 
Commissioner Day NM/AZ Coalition of Counties for Economic Development 
Commissioner Day SVH Joint Powers Commission 
Commissioner Day Sierra County Tourism Committee

Commissioner Hopkins Jornada RC&D 
Commissioner Hopkins SVH Joint Powers Commission
Commissioner Hopkins Sierra County Recreation and Tourism Advisory Board

Manager Vaughn Opioid Remediation Collaborative 

Sierra County Appointed Boards & Committees



County Road Closure Request Form 

Instructions: 
Please complete all sections of this form and submit it to the County Manager's Office.  All 
requests will need to approved by the County Commission.  Forms are due to the County 
Managers office by Monday prior to the scheduled Commission Meeting.  Incomplete 
forms may delay the review process. 

SECTION 1: APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name of Applicant/Organization: 
Contact Person: 
Phone Number: 
Email Address: 
Mailing Address: 

SECTION 2: EVENT DETAILS 

Name of Event: 
Event Description: 
Date(s) of Road Closure: 
Time of Closure (Start and End): 
   Start Time: 
   End Time: 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Shelly K. Trujillo 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Travis Day 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

TOM ROJAS
TOM ROJAS
505 480 6423
tcr@tcrproductions.com

PO BOX 25671 ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEXICO87125

SPACE RACE
FOOT RACE

SUNDAY APRIL 27
6AM START TO 11AM END



SECTION 3: ROAD CLOSURE DETAILS 

Specific Road(s) to be Closed: 
Location/Exact Boundaries of Closure: 
Estimated Number of Attendees: 

SECTION 4: TRAFFIC AND SAFETY PLAN (Please attach documentation) 

Proposed Detour Route: 

Emergency Plan: 

Traffic Control Plan: 

SECTION 5: ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS (Please attach 
documentation) 

Public Notification Plan: 

Insurance and Liability Coverage: 

Additional Resources Needed (if any): 

SECTION 6: SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I am responsible for complying with all conditions 
set by the County and understand that failure to comply may result in additional costs or 
denial of future requests. 

Signature of Applicant: 

Date: 

A021 BETWEEN POWERLINE & DISCOVERY
SOUTH END OF SPACEPORT 

500

COURSE WILL BE MONITORED BY SPACEPORT STAFF 

SPACEPORT EMERGENCY PROTOCOL 

SPACEPORT EMERGENCY PROTOCOL 

WILL FOLLOW SIERRA COUNTY REQUIRMENTS

WIIL COVER SIERRA COUNTY

12/26/2024



SECTION 7: FOR COUNTY USE ONLY 

Road Department Review 
Recommendation:   Approve   Approve with Conditions   Deny 
Comments/Conditions: 

Sheriff’s Department Review 
Recommendation:   Approve   Approve with Conditions   Deny 
Comments/Conditions: 

County Manager’s Office Use Only 
Date of County Commission Meeting: 
County Commission Decision:   Approve   Approve with Conditions   Deny 
Additional Notes/Conditions: 

Approved by County Commission on: 

Signature of County Manager: 

Date: 
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Security Plan – Special Event  
Roadway Traffic Control 

 
Spaceport America Protective Services 

Security Division 

Purpose:  The purpose of this plan is to clarify and outline 

procedures for NMSA and Fiore Industries, Inc. Security 

personnel, as well as support agencies, about traffic control and 

management on roadways – specifically Sierra County roadways 

within the boundaries of Spaceport America (SPA). 

 

1. Staffing for events 

a. The NMSA Security staff will handle general security 

services.  These may be regular Full-Time employees or Part-

Time employees. 

b. All security-related personnel will attend a briefing with their 

respective supervisors at their job locations before their duties 

start.  Confirmation of tasks will be done at that time. 

2. Outside agencies may include the following.  This list may change 

based on event needs. 

a. Sierra County Sheriff’s Office 

b. New Mexico State Police 



  

 

2  

 

3. Areas of Responsibility 

a. Fiore Security will have the primary responsibility for routine 

traffic control under normal circumstances 

b. Any outside Law Enforcement agencies that may be used for 

coordination and/or assistance will have the primary and 

overall responsibility for any State of New Mexico and/or 

Sierra County roadways that may be affected by the Special 

Event. 

4. Staffing levels – Staffing levels for Special Events will be scheduled 

based on the event and the specific needs related to that Special 

Event. 

5. All vehicles will then follow the proper access route until they arrive 

at their destination. 

6. If there is a need to close/terminate access through the front gate 

area, the front gate will be closed, and traffic will be re-routed.  Staff 

and traffic control devices will be utilized to assist in this re-routing.   

7. Critical Incident Response 

a. In a critical incident on Spaceport property, Fiore Security 

Incident Command and associated Law Enforcement 

Agencies will determine the best egress pattern and facilitate 

a smooth traffic flow based on circumstances. 

b. If an emergency egress route/detour is needed, traffic may be 

diverted from the regular exit routes.  These routes will be 
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determined by NMSA staff, and alternate routes will be 

determined based on the needs and location of the 

emergency event 

c. Any closure of the State of New Mexico and/or Sierra County 

roadways is strictly prohibited unless authorized by the New 

Mexico State Police or the Sierra County Sheriff’s 

Department. 

d. Egress routes will be staffed, and traffic control devices will 

be utilized whenever possible. 

e. In Emergency circumstances, where Law Enforcement 

agencies are not already involved, the appropriate Law 

Enforcement agency will be notified as soon as possible. 

f. Pre-coordination for road closures or restricted access will be 

completed through standard channels between NMSA 

Protective Services personnel and persons specifically 

involved in the Special Event. 

8. Notification to area residents and SPA tenants of any road closure 

or restrictions will be completed through electronic, verbal, and 

appropriate signage. 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SIERRA AND 
THE CITY OF TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES FOR THE PROVISION OF 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made and entered into by and 
between the County of Sierra (“County”), a political subdivision of the State of New Mexico, 
and the City of Truth or Consequences (“City”), a municipality of the State of New Mexico. 

RECITALS: 

WHEREAS, the City was incorporated as a municipality after an election wherein the residents 
of the area approved incorporation pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 3-2-1 et seq; and, 

WHEREAS, both the City and County are statutorily charged with protecting the property of the 
governmental entity and its residents, and to preserve peace and order; and, 

WHEREAS, the City desires to enhance its emergency management capabilities and ensure the 
safety and well-being of its residents through emergency management services provided by the 
County; and, 

WHEREAS, the County is equipped and able to provide Emergency Management Services 
(EMS), including the preparation and maintenance of a Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP), to the 
City; and, 

WHEREAS, the County and City wish to formalize an agreement outlining the terms and 
conditions under which these services will be provided. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants set forth herein, 
the parties agree as follows: 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this MOU is to outline the terms and conditions under which the County shall 
provide Emergency Management Services to the City, including but not limited to the 
development and maintenance of a Hazard Mitigation Plan, training, exercises, and coordination 
of emergency management efforts. 

2. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The County will provide the following services to the City: 

A. Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) 

1. The County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) shall prepare, update, and 
maintain a current Hazard Mitigation Plan for both the City and County. 



2. The County will provide a printed copy of the HMP to the City Manager on an annual 
basis. 

3. The County will make presentations upon request to the City regarding the Plan, 
emergency planning, or disaster relief issues as appropriate. 

B. Coordination and Training 

1. The County will coordinate workshops, exercises, and training for the City departments 
in accordance with emergency management best practices. 

2. The County will conduct emergency preparedness and disaster relief drills or exercises 
involving all essential entities of the City to ensure preparedness for a variety of 
emergency situations. 

3. PAYMENT FOR SERVICES 

A. Annual Fee: The City agrees to pay the County an annual fee of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) for the provision of Emergency Management Services as described in this MOU. 
B. Payment Terms: Payments are due within 30 days of receipt of an invoice from the County 
for the services provided. 
C. Pro-Rated Payment for Present Fiscal Year: For the current fiscal year ending on June 30, 
2025, the annual fee shall be pro-rated, with payment due upon receipt of an invoice from the 
County. 

4. OBLIGATIONS OF THE COUNTY 

The County agrees to provide the services outlined in Section 2 in a professional and timely 
manner. The County will make reasonable efforts to provide these services based on the 
availability of resources and in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

5. OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY 

The City agrees to: 

1. Ensure timely payment for services provided under this MOU as outlined in Section 3. 
2. Provide necessary access and cooperation to County personnel in carrying out the 

provisions of this MOU. 
3. Participate in the planning, coordination, and execution of emergency management 

activities as requested by the County. 

6. LIABILITY:  
 

A.  No Party shall be responsible for liability incurred as a result of any other Party’s 
acts or omissions in connection with this Agreement.  Any liability incurred in connection 
with this Agreement is subject to the immunities and limitations of the New Mexico Tort 
Claims Act and New Mexico Civil Rights Act. 
 



 
A. All employees or contractors engaged in any of the work or services performed 

pursuant to this Agreement shall at all times and in all places be subject to the County’s 
supervision and control and said County shall be solely responsible for the conduct and 
performance of these individuals. 

 
7.  THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY: This Agreement shall not create or confer on any 
other person or entity any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
otherwise, against any party or their officers, directors, officials, employees, agents, 
representatives, contractors, subcontractors, consultants or advisors. 
 
8. PROPERTY:  No property shall be acquired as a result of this Agreement, which does not 
involve the disposition, division, or distribution of any property.  The disposition of records 
generated by performance of this Agreement shall be decided by the parties upon termination. 
 
9. SURPLUS FUNDS:  After completion of the Agreement's purpose, any surplus money on 
hand shall be returned in proportion to the contributions made. 
 
10. STRICT ACCOUNTABILITY OF ALL RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS: Each 
party shall be strictly accountable for all receipts and disbursements under this Agreement. 
 
11. AMENDMENT:  This Agreement shall not be altered, changed, or amended except by 
instrument in writing executed by the parties and approved by the Department of Finance 
Administration. 
 
12. APPROPRIATIONS:  Performance under this Agreement is contingent upon 
sufficient authority and appropriations. 
 
13. GOVERNING LAW:  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State 
of New Mexico. 

 
14. EFFECTIVE DATE, TERM AND TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT: 
 

A. This Agreement shall become effective January 1, 2025. 
 

B. This Agreement shall terminate on June 30, 2029, unless extended by mutual 
agreement of both parties hereto.   

 
C. This Agreement may be terminated by any Party upon not less than (30) days 

written notice. Upon termination all obligations incurred under this Agreement 
shall terminate, except for any payment obligations under section 4. 

 
15. HEADINGS.  The headings of the sections of this Agreement are inserted only for 
convenience or reference and are not intended or to be construed to modify, define, limit or expand 
the intent of the Parties.   
 



16. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision of this Agreement shall be found by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be illegal, in conflict with any law of the State of New Mexico or 
otherwise unenforceable, the validity and enforceability of the remaining provisions shall not be 
affected and the rights and obligations of the parties shall be construed and enforced as if this 
Agreement did not contain the particular provision found to be illegal, invalid or otherwise 
unenforceable. 
 
17. FURTHER ASSURANCES.  Each party hereto agrees to do all acts and things and to 
make, execute and deliver such written instruments as shall from time to time be reasonably 
required to carry out the terms and provisions of this Agreement. 
 
18.  NOTICES.  Notice required pursuant to this Agreement may be effectuated by submitting 
a certified letter to the following: 
 
County:   
 
Sierra County Manager 
1712 North Date Street 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
 
City: 
 
City of Truth or Consequences Manager 
505 Sims 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each Party has executed this Agreement effective upon the 
approval of both parties. 
 
Approved, adopted and passed this 28th day of January 2025. 

 
SIERRA COUNTY 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
 
______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chair 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
 



 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Amy Whitehead 
Sierra County Clerk 

 
 
 
 

CITY OF TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
 
 

            _______________ 
Mayor                                Date 
 
 

Attest: 

 
_____________________________________ 
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b. The Public Entity shall pay all Project costs, which exceed the total amount of Two
Hundred Forty Four Thousand Two Hundred Nineteen Dollars and No Cents
($244,219).

All other obligations set forth in the Original Agreement shall remain in full force and effect unless 
expressly amended or modified by this Amendment.  

The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank. 
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In Witness Whereof, each party is signing this Agreement on the date stated opposite that 
party’s signature.  

New Mexico Department of Transportation 

By: ___________________________ Date: ________________________ 
Cabinet Secretary or Designee 

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the New Mexico Department of Transportation’s 
Office of General Counsel 

By:_______________________________ Date: _________________ 
Assistant General Counsel 

Sierra County 

By: ___________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Name: ________________________ 

Title: _________________________ 

ATTEST: 

By: ___________________________ Date: __________________________ 
Sierra County Clerk or Designee 
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RESOLUTION 
Sierra County 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County and the New Mexico Department of Transportation have entered into a 
joint and coordinated effort. 

WHEREAS, the Department and the Public Entity agree to waive the Local Entity’s 5% matching 
share. 

WHEREAS, the total cost of the project will be $244,219 to be funded in proportional share by 
the parties hereto as follows: 

a) Department shall fund the Project from the following Programs:
Local Government Road Fund   75% $183,164 

Match Waiver Program   25% $61,055 

b) Sierra County’s required proportional matching share of 25% is Waived 

TOTAL PROJECT COST IS $244,219 

Sierra County shall pay all costs, which exceed the total amount of $244,219. 

Now therefore, be it resolved in official session that Sierra County determines, resolves, and 
orders as follows: 

That the project for this Local Government Road Fund agreement is adopted and has a priority 
standing. 

The agreement terminates on [December 31, 2025] and the Sierra County incorporates all the 
agreements, covenants, and understandings between the parties hereto concerning the subject matter 
hereof, and all such covenants, agreements and understandings have been merged into the written 
agreement. 

NOW therefore, be it resolved by the Sierra County to enter into Local Government Road 
Fund Agreement Control Number L100589 with the New Mexico Department of Transportation for 
LGRF Project for fiscal year 2025 to (Pavement Rehabilitation/Improvements, Reconstruction, 
Drainage Improvements, Miscellaneous, Construction Management and Design of County Roads) 
within the control of the Sierra County in New Mexico. 

(Appropriate Signatures below (Council, Commission, School Board, Tribe, Pueblo, Nation, etc.) 

(PRINTED NAME, POSITION) DATE 

(PRINTED NAME, POSITION) DATE 
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b. The Public Entity shall pay all Project costs, which exceed the total amount of One
Hundred Ninety Two Thousand Eighty Four Dollars and No Cents ($192,084).

All other obligations set forth in the Original Agreement shall remain in full force and effect unless 
expressly amended or modified by this Amendment.  

The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank. 
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In Witness Whereof, each party is signing this Agreement on the date stated opposite that 
party’s signature.  

New Mexico Department of Transportation 

By: ___________________________ Date: ________________________ 
Cabinet Secretary or Designee 

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the New Mexico Department of Transportation’s 
Office of General Counsel 

By:_______________________________ Date: _________________ 
Assistant General Counsel 

Sierra County 

By: ___________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Name: ________________________ 

Title: _________________________ 

ATTEST: 

By: ___________________________ Date: __________________________ 
Sierra County Clerk or Designee 
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RESOLUTION 
Sierra County 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County and the New Mexico Department of Transportation have entered into a 
joint and coordinated effort. 

WHEREAS, the Department and the Public Entity agree to waive the Local Entity’s 5% matching 
share. 

WHEREAS, the total cost of the project will be $192,084 to be funded in proportional share by 
the parties hereto as follows: 

a) Department shall fund the Project from the following Programs:
Local Government Road Fund   75% $144,063 

Match Waiver Program   25% $48,021 

b) Sierra County’s required proportional matching share of 25% is Waived 

TOTAL PROJECT COST IS $192,084 

Sierra County shall pay all costs, which exceed the total amount of $192,084. 

Now therefore, be it resolved in official session that Sierra County determines, resolves, and 
orders as follows: 

That the project for this Local Government Road Fund agreement is adopted and has a priority 
standing. 

The agreement terminates on [December 31, 2025] and the Sierra County incorporates all the 
agreements, covenants, and understandings between the parties hereto concerning the subject matter 
hereof, and all such covenants, agreements and understandings have been merged into the written 
agreement. 

NOW therefore, be it resolved by the Sierra County to enter into Local Government Road 
Fund Agreement Control Number L100614 with the New Mexico Department of Transportation for 
LGRF Project for fiscal year 2025 to (Pavement Rehabilitation/Improvements, Reconstruction, 
Drainage Improvements, Blading & Shaping, Miscellaneous, Construction Management, and 
Design of County Roads) within the control of the Sierra County in New Mexico. 

(Appropriate Signatures below (Council, Commission, School Board, Tribe, Pueblo, Nation, etc.) 

(PRINTED NAME, POSITION) DATE 

(PRINTED NAME, POSITION) DATE 



 
 

 
 

SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-03 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON  
OF SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSION  

 
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of Commissioners upon notice of meeting 

duly published has considered appointment of a Chair of the Sierra County Commission, 

and a Vice-Chair, and upon motions duly made and seconded has voted by majority and 

appointed its Chair and Vice-Chair, at its regularly scheduled meeting at the Sierra County 

Administration Building, 1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 

87901, commencing at 10:00 a.m., on January 28, 2025. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Sierra County 

Commission appoints and names as Chair of the Commission, 

_________________________________,  

and as Vice-Chair of the Commission,   

_________________________________.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 



 
 

         SIERRA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-04 

COUNTY MANAGER AUTHORITY 

  
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission met upon notice of meeting duly published 
on January 28, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at the Sierra County Administration Building, 1712 
North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901; and, 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978 Section 4-38-1 (1884) the powers of a county as a 
body politic and corporate shall be exercised by a board of county commissioners; and, 
 
WHEREAS, NMSA 1978 Section 4-38-19 (B) (1973) provides that, “[a] board of county 
commissioners may employ and set the salary of a county manager to conduct the 
business of the county, to serve as personnel officer, fiscal director, budget officer, 
property custodian and to act generally as the administrative assistant to the board, aiding 
and assisting it in the exercise of its duties and responsibilities;” and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners here seeks to memorialize the scope of 
the authority of its County Manager. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sierra County: 
 

1. The authority to enter into contracts, for amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000.00) or less, and to procure items of tangible personal property, 
services and construction is delegated to the County Manager. 

2. The authority to enter into legal settlement agreements for amounts of Fifty 



Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) or less is delegated to the County Manager. 

3. All procurement shall be made pursuant in accordance with Sierra County’s 
Procurement Regulations and the New Mexico Procurement Code NMSA 
1978 Sections 13-1-28 et. seq. 

4. Any contract or settlement agreement entered into pursuant to this resolution 
shall be presented to the Board at its next regular meeting after the date of 
execution by the County Manager.  

5. The County Manager is recognized as and declared to be a lawful custodian of 
Sierra County buildings, facilities and property pursuant to NMSA 1978, 
Section 30-20-13 (1981).  
 

6. This delegation of authority shall terminate on January 30, 2026, unless earlier 
terminated.   

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 
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SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-05 
 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT  
 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of Commissioners met upon notice of 
meeting duly published at the Sierra County Administration Building, 1712 North Date 
Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 on January 28, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. as 
required by law; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Section 10-15-1 (B) of the Open Meetings Act (NMSA 1978, 

Section 10-15-1  to - 4) states that, except as may be otherwise provided in the 
Constitution or the provisions of the Open Meetings Act, all meetings of a quorum of 
members of any board, council, commission or their policy-making body of any state or 
local public agency held for the purpose of formulating public policy, or for the purpose 
of taking any action within the authority of such body, are declared to be public meetings 
open to the public at all times; and, 
 

WHEREAS, any meetings subject to the Open Meetings Act at which the 
discussion or adoption of any proposed resolution, rule, regulation or formal action 
occurs shall be held only after reasonable notice to the public; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Section 10-15-1 (D) of the Open Meetings Act requires the Sierra 
County Commission to determine annually what constitutes reasonable notice of its 
public meetings; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Sierra County Commission. 
 

1. All meetings shall be held at the Sierra County Administration Building, 1712 
North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 at 10:00 a.m. or as 
indicated on the meeting notice. 

 
2.  Unless otherwise specified, regular meetings shall be held once a month on the 

third Tuesday of the month.  The agenda will be available at least seventy-two 
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hours prior to the meeting from the County Manager, whose office is located at 
1712 North Date Street, Sierra, New Mexico, 87901.  Notice of any other regular 
meetings will be given at least seventy-two hours in advance of the meeting date.  
The notice shall indicate how a copy of the agenda may be obtained.   
 

3.  Special meetings may be called by the Chair or a majority of the members upon 
seventy-two hours notice.  The notice shall include an agenda for the meeting or 
information on how members of the public may obtain a copy of the agenda.  The 
agenda shall be available to the public at least seventy-two hours before any 
special meeting.   
 

4.  Emergency meetings will be called only under unforeseen circumstances that 
demand immediate action to protect the health, safety and property of the citizens 
or to protect the public body from substantial financial loss.  The Sierra County 
Commission will avoid emergency meetings whenever possible.  Emergency 
meetings may be called by the Chairman or a majority of the members upon 
seventy-two hours notice, unless protecting Sierra County from substantial 
financial loss or a threat to the health, safety and property of the citizens of Sierra 
County requires less notice.  The notice for all emergency meetings shall include 
an agenda for the meeting or information on how the public may obtain a copy of 
the agenda. 
 

5.  For the purposes of regular meetings and special meetings described in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of this resolution, notice requirements are met if the date, 
time, place and a copy of the agenda is placed on the Sierra County website at 
sierraco.org.  Notice should be posted at the Sierra County Administration Office, 
1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901.  Copies of 
the written notice shall also be mailed, faxed or emailed to those broadcast 
stations licensed by the Federal Communications Commission and newspapers of 
general circulation that have made a written request for notice of public meetings.  
 

6.  For the purposes of emergency meetings described in paragraph 4 of this 
resolution, notice requirements are met if notice of the date, time, place and 
agenda is provided by telephone, facsimile or email to newspapers of general 
circulation in the County and posted at the Sierra County Administration Office, 
1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901. Notice shall 
also be given by telephone, facsimile or email to those broadcast stations licensed 
by the Federal Communications Commission and newspapers of general 
circulation that have made a written request for notice of public meetings.  
 

7.  In addition to the information specified above, all notices shall include the 
following language:  If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a 
reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any other form of 
auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting please 
contact the Sierra County Manager, at 1712 North Date Street, Truth or 
Consequences, New Mexico 87901, phone (575) 894-6215 at least one (1) week 
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prior to the meeting or as soon as possible.  Public documents, including the 
agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible formats.  Please 
contact the Sierra County Manager if a summary or other type of accessible 
format is needed.  
 

8.  The Sierra County Commission may close a meeting to the public only if the 
subject matter of such discussion or action is exempted from the Open Meeting 
requirement under Section 10-15-1 (H) (1 through 10) of the Open Meetings Act. 

 
A.  If any meeting is closed during an open meeting, such closure shall be 

approved by a majority vote of a quorum of the County Commission taken 
during the open meeting.  The authority for the closed meeting and the 
subjects to be discussed shall be stated with reasonable specificity in the 
motion to close and the vote of each individual member on the motion to close 
shall be recorded in the minutes.  Only those subjects specified in the motion 
may be discussed in the closed meeting.  
 

B.  If a closed meeting is conducted when the Sierra County Commission is not in 
an open meeting, the closed meeting shall not be held until public notice, 
appropriate under the circumstances, stating the specific provision of law 
authorizing the closed meeting and the subjects to be discussed with 
reasonable specificity is given to the members of the general public.  

 
C.  Following completing of any closed meeting, the minutes of the open meeting 

that was closed, or the minutes of the next open meeting if the closed meeting 
was separately scheduled, shall state whether the matters discussed in the 
closed meeting were limited only to those specified in the motion or notice for 
closure. 

 
D.  Except as proved in Section 10-15-1(H) of the Open Meetings Act, any action 

taken as a result of discussions in a close meeting shall be made by vote of the 
Sierra County Commission in an open public meeting.   

 
9.  A member of the Board of County Commissioners or any of its Boards may 

participate in a meeting by means of a conference telephone or other similar 
communications equipment when it is difficult or impossible for the member 
to attend the meeting in person, provided that each member participating by 
conference telephone can be identified when speaking, all participants are able 
to hear each other at the same time, and members of the public attending the 
meeting are able to hear any member of the public body who speaks during 
the meeting participate in meetings of the Board of County Commissioners by 
means of conference telephone. 

 
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 
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SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-06 
 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES AND ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission met upon notice of meeting duly 
published on January 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County Administration 
Building, 1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners will conduct their meetings 

using Robert’s Rules of Order (10th ed.) as a guide to parliamentary authority, except as 
modified by this document; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioner has three elected 

Commissioners representing three districts, and collectively, set policy for Sierra County 
outside of incorporated areas; and,  

 
WHEREAS, collectively, the Board of County Commissioners, through simple 

majority, elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson from among themselves, whose 
terms last until the first meeting of the next year; and, 

 
WHEREAS, individually, the Board of County Commissioners are equal in their 

authority to represent not only their district but the entire County; and, 
 
WHEREAS, to give equal representation for all three members of the 

Commission is appropriate to adopt special rules modifying Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of County 
Commissioners incorporates the above recitals, to be made a part of this resolution with 
the same force and effect as the remainder of this document. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners adopt 
the following “Special Rules” modifying Robert’s Rules of Order for the purpose of 
conducting business during the meetings of the Board: 
 

1. The Chairperson may make motions and shall have the same voting rights, no less 
and no more, as any other member of the Board. 

2. The Chairperson shall not have any administrative, procedural, contractual or 
similar authority different than any other member of the Board, except as 
provided by statute. 

3. Should the Chairperson vacate the office of Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson 
shall serve the remainder of the term, and a new Vice-Chairperson shall be 
selected by a simple majority of a quorum of the Board. 

4. Members of the Board are required to obtain the floor (i.e., must be recognized by 
the Chairperson) before making motions or speaking. 

5. Any and all motions need to have a second before a vote may be taken. 
6. Items appearing on the agenda of meetings of the Board shall be those necessary 

for the proper consideration and management of County business, as determined 
by the County Manager.  Additionally, the County Manager shall place any item 
necessary for the proper consideration and management of County business 
requested by any individual member of the Board of County Commissioners on 
the agenda for the meetings of the Board.  

7. Only a member who voted with the prevailing side in the initial decision may 
move to reconsider a motion during a meeting or place an item back on the 
agenda within the same year.  

8. The presiding Chairperson at a meeting of the Board is declared to be the lawful 
custodian of the building where the meeting is conducted pursuant to NMSA 
1978, Section 30-20-13 (C) (1981).  

 
APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 



 
 

 
 

SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-07 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSION MEETINGS 

 
WHEREAS, The Sierra County Commission met upon notice of meeting duly 

published on January 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County Administration 
Building, 1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission recognizes that public access to the 
proceedings and decision-making processes of the meetings of the Board of County 
Commissioners is crucial to the functioning of democracy; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission further recognizes that meetings 

held by the Commission to discuss public business, particularly when conducted with the 
public taxpayers' money, are the taxpayers' business; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission recognizes that, with limited 

exceptions, the Open Meetings Act generally prohibits a public body from conducting 
public business in secret or in closed meetings, and requires that such business be 
conducted by the public body acting as a whole at meetings open to all persons who wish 
to attend and listen; and  

 
WHEREAS,  Article 2 Section 17 of the New Mexico Constitution guarantees 

that “[e]very person may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, 
being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed to restrain or 
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press;” and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners welcomes public comment at 
its regular meetings in order to encourage freedom of speech in the County and as a 
valued tool to communicate with its constituents even though the Courts have held that 
the New Mexico Open Meetings Act “[ ] does not require the commissioners to allow the 
public to speak at its meetings, but instead, only requires them to allow the public to 
attend and listen.” See, Mesa v. White, 197 F.3d 1041, 1046 (10th Cir. 1999); and, 



 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has traditionally reserved a public comment period as a 

designated public forum at a selected time during the Commission Meeting, a non-public 
forum held to manage the business of Sierra County Government; and,  

 
 WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission must balance the desire to afford 
members of the public a full and complete opportunity to address the Commission with 
the Commission's need to conduct the people's business in an orderly and efficient 
manner; and, 
 

WHEREAS, there is a need for the Commission to set content neutral rules for 
the public comment period that a will allow individuals the ability to make their 
comments in a meeting environment that fosters respect for the time and views of all 
attendees, while also being narrowly tailored to promote orderly and efficient meetings of 
the Board. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Sierra County Commission 

that each member of the public wishing to address the Commission shall be given an 
opportunity to address the Commission during the public comment period at regular 
meetings.   

 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of 
County Commissioners adopts the following rules for its public comment period: 
 
I. So that freedom of speech is unrestricted: 
 
 A. Anyone will be allowed an opportunity to speak during the public 
comment period at the beginning of the Board's public meetings. 

B. Speakers may discuss any subject during the public comment period.  
 
II. In order to promote orderly efficient meetings respectful of everyone’s time: 
 

A. All individuals will be limited to a three (3) minute comment period. 
B. All individuals interested in speaking during the public comment period 

must sign up before commencement of the meeting on the sign-up sheet 
made available for that purpose.  

C. No individual will be permitted to speak more than one (1) time; no 
rebuttals to the comments of others will be permitted. 

D. The public comment period will be on the Commission’s agenda before all 
County or Public business items.  

E. Comments, applause and other interruptions from the audience are not 
allowed.  
 

 
III.  In order to promote orderly meetings so that attendees feel safe and secure in their 
attendance:   



 
 

 
A. Threatening/abusive comments that disrupt the meeting will not be 

allowed. 
B. Defamatory comments or comments that may result in liability to the 

County will not be allowed. 
C. All speakers must address the Board of County Commissioners and speak 

from the podium.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution does not in 
any way diminish the Chair’s authority to conduct meetings consistent with the rules and 
powers granted to the Chair by virtue of this Board’s adoption of Roberts Rules of Order 
or any special rules.  

 
APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 
 
 



 
 

SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-08 
 

SIGNATURE AUTHORITY ON CHECKS  
  

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission met upon notice of meeting duly 
published on January 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. at the Sierra County Administration 
Building, 855 Van Patten, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the following persons are hereby authorized to sign all Sierra 
County Checks drawn on Citizens Bank, First Savings Investment, and transactions at 
State LGIP, which requires two Authorized Signatures. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sierra County 

Commissioners designate the following Commissioners as official signatories for the 1st 
Authorized Signature for Sierra County Checks for Payroll and Accounts Payable: 
 
Authorized Signatories County Checks       
Candace Chavez, Treasurer                       
Cindy Rodriguez, Chief Deputy Treasurer 
Janet Godfrey, Clerk II 
James Paxon, District 1 
Travis Day, District 2 
Hank Hopkins, District 3 
 
Authorized Transactions LGIP 
Candace Chavez, Treasurer 
Cindy Rodriguez, Chief Deputy Treasurer 
Janet Godfrey, Clerk II 
 
First Savings Bank 
Candace Chavez, Treasurer 
Cindy Rodriguez, Chief Deputy Treasurer 
Janet Godfrey, Clerk II 



APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 
 
 



 
 

 
 

SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-09 
 

ESTABLISH DEPOSITORIES 
 

WHEREAS, The Sierra County Commission met upon notice of meeting duly 
published on January 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County Administration 
Building, 1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901; and, 
 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners will establish depositories for 
Sierra County funds, which will be located in Sierra County. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the authorized depositories for Sierra County funds and 
investments shall be Citizens Bank located in Sierra County, First Savings located in 
Sierra County, and/or New Mexico State Treasurer in conformance with the requirements 
of the New Mexico Statutes. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any and all investments of Sierra County 
assets shall be recommended by the County Treasurer and be approved by Board of 
County Commissioners sitting as County Board of Finance in accordance with NMSA 
1978 Section 6-10-8 (1978) and all other Federal and New Mexico laws in such case 
made and provided.  Investments shall not be made prior to all approvals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 

 



 

 
 

SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-10 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE DESCRIBING PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTS FOR INSPECTION 

OF PUBLIC RECORDS 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, met in its organizational 
meeting on January 28, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County Administration Office, 1712 N. 
Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901; and,  
 
WHEREAS, access to public records is one of the fundamental rights afforded people in a 
democracy and, even absent statute, the Courts have recognized the public’s common law right to 
inspect and copy public records; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the right to inspect public records affords the public an opportunity to determine 
whether those who have been entrusted with the affairs of government are honestly, faithfully, and 
competently performing their function as public servants; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County reaffirms its strong commitment 
to not only the statutory access granted pursuant to the Inspection of Public Records Act, NMSA 
1978, Section 14-2-1 to -12, but also to the public’s common law right to inspect and copy public 
records; and, 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 14-2-7 of the Inspection of Public Records Act (NMSA 1978, 
Section 14-2-1 to –12), the Board of County Commissioners has designated the County Manager as 
the custodian of the County’s records to receive and respond to requests to inspect public records, 
provide proper and reasonable opportunities to inspect public records, and provide reasonable 
facilities to make or furnish copies of the Public Records during usual business hours; and,  
   
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra 
County establishes a formal procedure for managing requests for inspection of public records, and 
sets forth a fee schedule for such records.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section I. Designation of Custodian of Public Records 
 
The Sierra County Commission designates the Sierra County Manager as its custodian of public 
records.   
 
 
Section II. Duties of the Public Records Custodian. 
 
The Custodian of Public Records shall:  
 

A. Receive and respond to requests to inspect County Commission public records;  
B. Provide proper and reasonable opportunities to inspect County Commission public records; 

and  
C. Provide reasonable facilities to make or furnish copies of County Commission public records 

during usual business hours. 
 

Section III. Submission of Public Records Requests 
 

A. Requests to inspect public records should be submitted to the records custodian, Amber 
Vaughn, Sierra County Manager, 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 
87901, (575) 894-6215, and avaughn@sierraco.org. 

B. In accordance with the Inspection of Public Records Act, a person desiring to inspect 
public records may submit a request to the records custodian orally or in writing, though 
the procedures and penalties prescribed by the Act apply only to written requests.  

C. In accordance with the Inspection of Public Records Act, a person desiring to inspect 
public records may submit a request to the records custodian orally or in writing, though 
the procedures and penalties prescribed by the Act apply only to written requests.  

D. A written request must contain the name, address and telephone number of the person 
making the request.  

E. Written requests may be submitted in person or sent via US mail or e-mail. 
F. The request must describe the records sought in sufficient detail to enable the records 

custodian to identify and locate the requested records. 
 
Section IV.  Procedures for Inspection 
 

A. The records custodian must permit inspection immediately or as soon as practicable, but 
no later than fifteen calendar days after the records custodian receives the inspection 
request.  

B. If inspection is not permitted within three business days, the person making the request 
will receive a written response explaining when the records will be available for 
inspection or when the public body will respond to the request.  

C. If any of the records sought are not available for public inspection, the person making the 
request is entitled to a written response from the records custodian explaining the reasons 
inspection has been denied. The written denial shall be delivered or mailed within fifteen 
calendar days after the records custodian received the request for inspection. 

 



Section V. Inspection Fees  
 
If a person requesting inspection would like a copy (paper or electronic) of a public record, a 
reasonable fee may be charged, as detailed in the list below. A receipt indicating that the fees have 
been paid for making copies of public records will be provided upon request to the person requesting 
the copies. The records custodian shall request advance payment of the applicable copying fees be 
paid in advance. A receipt indicating that the fees have been paid for making copies of public records 
will be provided upon request to the person requesting the copies. There shall be no charge assessed 
to Sierra County Departments for copies. There is no charge to request to inspect a public record of 
Sierra County.  
 
 
Item One Side Page 
Photo Copies $1.00 
Reader/Printer Copies $1.00 
Newspaper $1.00 
Ordinances & Resolutions $1.00 (per page) 
18” x 24” Plats $4.00 
24” x 36” Plats $6.00 
36” Plus Plats $1.00 for each additional 

foot 
Electronic Data $0.35/CD, actual cost to the 

County for USB, or free 
Google link 

Body Worn Camera Video Actual cost of DVD or USB, 
or free Google Link 

Notary Public $5.00 
Tax File Database $300.00 
  

 
Section VI.  Application 
 
This Resolution applies to all records in the County for which fees and/or procedures have not been 
set by statute. 
 
Section VII.  Repeal of Prior Resolutions 
 
All resolutions inconsistent with this Resolution are hereby repealed with its adoption.  
 
 
 



APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

       
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
 
______________________________________ 
 Travis Day, Commissioner 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
 
 
______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Commissioner 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Amy Whitehead 
Sierra County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO.  2025-11 
 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING ABUSE OF THE ANTIQUITIES ACT 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County met in a 
regularly scheduled meeting on January 28, 2025, at the Sierra County Administration 
1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Sierra exercises 

the powers of the County as a body politic and corporate pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 
4-38-1(1884); and,  

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is the body that is statutorily 
charged with making such orders concerning the property belonging to the county as it 
deems expedient pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-38-13 (1876); and,  

WHEREAS, under the 1906 Act for the Preservation of American Antiquities, 
presidents may unilaterally designate national monuments by administrative fiat, without 
any input or involvement of the American public, community leaders, or elected officials; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Antiquities Act was enacted before the creation of federal land 
management law,s and was intended to be used in emergency situations to protect historic 
artifacts and sites of scientific value from "imminent threat," which in all cases should be 
confined to the smallest area necessary; and  

WHEREAS, since its establishment 118 years ago, the Antiquities Act has been 
misused for political purposes by presidents with large scale designations intended to limit 
specific uses, activities, or access to vast areas of public lands; allowing unfettered 
governmental control and hindering the productive use of those lands; and 

WHEREAS, creating additional federal lands and placing public lands into 
permanent conservation status causes dramatic and irreversible harm to New Mexico’s 
economy; and 

WHEREAS, many businesses and citizens are involved in or otherwise depend on 
industries that utilize federal lands and their resources, including the oil and gas industry, 
livestock grazing, mining and mineral development, recreational industries, hunting, 
fishing, and other outdoor recreation; and 

WHEREAS, these industries are important components of our national economy 
and are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of its citizens. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Sierra County that it opposes the designation of lands, whether private lands or 
government lands as national monuments, wilderness, wilderness study areas, wildlife 
preserves, open space, or other conservation land, thereby restricting public access to such 
lands and preventing the development and productive use of the resources on or within 
such lands. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Sierra County that it calls on Congress to repeal the Preservation of 
American Antiquities Act or, in the alternative, eliminate the President’s discretion to make 
such designations and require the approval of impacted local governments. 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

__________________________           
TRAVIS DAY, MEMBER    ATTEST BY: 

 

 

__________________________       _____                   
HANK HOPKINS, MEMBER    AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 

 

 

__________________________                    
JIM PAXON, MEMBER 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SIERRA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION 2025-12 
 

Resolution Authorizing Sale or Disposal of Tangible Personal Property by Sierra County 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County, met in a regular commission meeting 
on January 28th, at 10:00 AM in the Sierra County Administration Building, 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or 
Consequences, NM 87901; and,  

WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978 Section 4-38-1 (1884) the powers of a county as a body politic and 
corporate shall be exercised by a board of county commissioners; and,  

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 4-38-13 (1953) provides that board of county commissioners shall 
have power at any session to make such orders concerning the property belonging to the county as they 
may deem expedient; and,  

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 13-6-2 provides permits the County to dispose of tangible personal 
property valued at five thousand dollars ($5,000) or less that is used, worn-out or obsolete after (1) 
designating a committee of at least three officials of the governing authority to approve and oversee the 
disposition; and (2) giving notification at least thirty days prior to its action making the deletion by 
sending a copy of its official finding and the proposed disposition of the property to the state auditor and 
the [local Government Division of the Department of Finance and Administration], duly sworn and 
subscribed under oath by each member of the authority approving the action; and,  

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 13-6-2 provides, in pertinent part, that the “sale or disposition of real 
or tangible personal property having a current resale value of more than five thousand dollars ($5,000) 
may be made by a . . . local public body. . . if the sale or disposition has been approved by . . . the local 
government division of the department of finance and administration for local public bodies; and,  

WHEREAS, the County is in possession of certain equipment listed on Exhibit A, incorporated herein by 
reference, that the County has determined is no longer needed by the County; and,  

WHEREAS, after securing approval from the Department of Finance and Administration on the 
disposition of the attached equipment, the County will trade-in or exchange the equipment as part-
payment on the procurement of new items of tangible personal property, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Procurement Code [13-1-28 to 13-1-199 NMSA 1978]. 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County that 
it hereby determines that the proposed list of equipment is no longer needed by the County, that it directs 
the Administration to provide the DFA LGD and the State Auditor a copy of this Resolution and advise 
the same of the County intent to trade-in or exchange the equipment as part-payment on the procurement 
of new items of tangible personal property, contingent upon securing the approval of the local government 
division of the department of finance and administration for the proposed sale of the attached equipment.  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF SIERRA COUNTY  

 

______________________________________  

Travis Day, Chair  

 

______________________________________  

James Paxon, Vice-Chair  

 

______________________________________  

Hank Hopkins, Commissioner  

 

 

 

 

Sworn and Attested by:  

 

_________________________________  

Amy Whitehead  
Sierra County Clerk 

 

 

 



Exhibit A 

 

DEPARTMENT – Clerk’s Office 

 

License Plate #     02501 G__________________________  

Year / Make / Model   2018 Ford F-150____________________  

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)  1FTEW1E51JKD23591______________  

 

 



 
 

         SIERRA COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-13 

 
ESTABLISHING A LICENSE TAX UNDER THE LIQUOR CONTROL ACT 

 
       WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled 
meeting at 10:00 a.m. on January 28, 2025, in the Sierra County Commission Chambers, 
1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Sierra exercises 
the powers of the County as a body politic and corporate pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 
4-38-1(1884); and,  

 
WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 7-24-2 (1994) statutorily authorizes the Board 

of County Commissioners to impose an annual, non-prohibitive license tax upon the 
privileges of persons holding state licenses under the provisions of the Liquor Control Act 
to operate within the unincorporated parts of the County as retailers, dispensers, canopy 
licensees, restaurant licensees or club licensees; and, 

 
WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 7-24-3 (1939) prohibits any retailer, dispenser 

or club from operating in the County without having paid the county the license tax 
according to the provisions of this resolution and authorizes the Board of County 
Commissioners to order the same closed for nonpayment; and  

 
        NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Sierra County that a license tax in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) to be 
paid in full to the Sierra County Treasurer on or before July 1, 2014, for deposit into the 
County's general fund.   
 
        NOW THREEFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Sierra County that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent via certified 



mail, return receipt requested, to all retailers, dispensers, canopy licensees, restaurant 
licensees or club licensees who operate within the unincorporated parts of the County.  
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
__________________________    
TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________ 
HANK HOPKINS, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
__________________________  
JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK 
 
 
 
 





500-78-2999 CAPITAL UNDER $5,000 0.00  56,059.92  56,059.92   FY25 NM FIRE PROTECTION 
GRANT  

500-83-2900 CAPITAL OUTLAY 0.00  18,000.00  18,000.00   NM GAS COMPANY LAS 
PALOMAS EMS  

 
 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 28th DAY OF JANUARY 2025. 
 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
  
 
    ____________________________ 
ATTEST:    TRAVIS DAY, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-15 

IN SUPPORT OF THE APPOINTMENT OF YVETTE HERRELL AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 

 
    WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County met in a duly noticed, 
regular Commission meeting on January 28, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County Administration 
Building, 1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901; and,   

WHEREAS, Yvette Herrell has demonstrated a deep commitment to her constituents and the 
state of New Mexico during her tenure in the U.S. House of Representatives, effectively addressing 
critical issues affecting her district, state, and nation; and, 

WHEREAS, as a former U.S. Representative, Herrell has consistently shown a strong 
understanding of public policy, especially in the areas of land management, natural resources, and the 
well-being of Indigenous communities, which align with the core responsibilities of the Assistant 
Secretary of the United States Department of Interior; and, 

WHEREAS, Representative Herrell has advocated for effective management of federal lands, 
the preservation of cultural heritage, and the economic vitality of communities reliant on these 
resources; and, 

WHEREAS, Herrell’s proven leadership and collaborative approach make her highly qualified 
for the role of Assistant Secretary of the United States Department of Interior, where she can continue 
her work of promoting responsible stewardship of our public lands while ensuring the voices of local 
communities are heard and respected; and, 

WHEREAS, her experience with legislative processes and understanding of the needs of rural 
and underserved communities will make her an asset in implementing policies that balance 
environmental protection with economic development and job creation for New Mexicans and all 
Americans; and, 



 
 

WHEREAS, Representative Herrell’s appointment as Assistant Secretary of the United States 
Department of Interior would further the goals of ensuring a thoughtful, inclusive approach to federal 
land management, natural resource conservation, and tribal relations; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sierra County strongly supports the appointment of Yvette Herrell as Assistant Secretary of the United 
States Department of Interior, recognizing her qualifications, leadership, and dedication to the people 
of New Mexico and the United States. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County 
Commissioners of Sierra County expresses its confidence that Yvette Herrell will work diligently to 
uphold the responsibilities of this important office and will continue to serve the best interests of the 
people, communities, and natural resources entrusted to her care. 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED on this 28th day of January, 2025. 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 
 
 
__________________________________             ______________________________________ 
              Travis Day, Commissioner                                   James Paxon, Commissioner 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 

 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Amy Whitehead, County Clerk 
 
 

( 



 

 

PROPERTY TAX REBATE BENEFITING LOW-INCOME TAXPAYERS 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-001 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Commission met upon notice of a duly noticed regular 
County Commission Meeting on January 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. in the Sierra County 
Administration Building, 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901; and, 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, § 7-2-14.3 (G) (2003) requires that the Board of County 
Commissioners of each County consider every odd-numbered year whether to pass an 
Ordinance rebating part of the property tax due from low-income taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, § 7-2-14.3 (I) (2003), were this Ordinance to be passed, the 
County would be required to pay the amount of the loss of income tax revenue to the state 
for the previous taxable year attributable to the allowance of property tax rebates to 
taxpayers of Sierra County; and 

WHEREAS, the potential for loss to the County by virtue of it having to pay the State the 
amount of the loss of income tax revenue attributable to the allowance of property tax 
rebates to the taxpayers of Sierra County would be significant and the harm substantial 
provided the County’s very limited resources.    

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
the County of Sierra adopts the Sierra County Property Tax Rebate Benefiting Low-Income 
Property Taxpayers Ordinance, as follows: 

ARTICLE I.  SHORT TITLE. 

     This Ordinance shall be referred to as the Sierra County Property Tax Rebate Benefiting 
Low-Income Property Taxpayers Ordinance. 

ARTICLE II.  DEFINITIONS. 



     For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply unless the 
context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

Property Tax Liability.  The amount of property tax resulting from the imposition of the 
county and municipal property tax operating impositions on the net taxable value of the 
taxpayer's principal place of residence calculated for the year for which the rebate is 
claimed. 
 
Principal Place of Residence.  The dwelling owned and occupied by the taxpayer and so 
much of the land surrounding it, not to exceed five acres, as is reasonably necessary for use 
of the dwelling as a home and may consist of a part of a multidwelling or a multipurpose 
building and a part of the land upon which it is built. 

ARTICLE III.  GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

A. The tax rebate provided by this Ordinance may be claimed for the taxable year for which 
the return is filed by an individual who: 
 
(1) has his principal place of residence in Sierra County; 
(2) is not a dependent of another individual;  
(3) files a return; and  
(4) incurred a property tax liability on his principal place of residence in the taxable year.  
 
B. The tax rebate provided by this section shall be allowed for any individual eligible to 
claim the refund pursuant to Subsection A of Article III of this Ordinance and who: 
 
(1) was not an inmate of a public institution for more than six months during the taxable 
year;  
(2) was physically present in New Mexico for at least six months during the taxable year 
for which the rebate is claimed; and  
(3) is eligible for the rebate as a low-income property taxpayer in accordance with the 
provisions of Subsection D of Article III of this Ordinance.  
 
C. A husband and wife who file separate returns for the taxable year in which they could 
have filed a joint return may each claim only one-half of the tax rebate that would have 
been allowed on the joint return. 
 
D.  The tax rebate provided in this section is as specified in the following table: 
LOW-INCOME TAXPAYER'S PROPERTY TAX REBATE TABLE 
Taxpayer's Modified Gross Income Property Tax Rebate 
 
 
 
 
 
   But     



Not 
 Over  Over     
 $ 0 

 
$ 
8,000 

 
75% of property tax liability 

 8,000  10,000  70% of property tax liability 
 10,000  12,000  65% of property tax liability 
 12,000  14,000  60% of property tax liability 
 14,000  16,000  55% of property tax liability 
 16,000  18,000  50% of property tax liability 
 18,000  20,000  45% of property tax liability 
 20,000  22,000  40% of property tax liability 
 22,000  24,000  35% of property tax liability. 

 
E. If a taxpayer's modified gross income is zero, the taxpayer may claim a tax rebate in the 
amount shown in the first row of the table. The tax rebate provided for in this section shall 
not exceed three hundred fifty dollars ($350) per return and, if a return is filed separately 
that could have been filed jointly, the tax rebate shall not exceed one hundred seventy-five 
dollars ($175). No tax rebate shall be allowed any taxpayer whose modified gross income 
exceeds twenty-four thousand dollars ($24,000). 

F. The tax rebate provided for in this section may be deducted from the taxpayer's New 
Mexico income tax liability for the taxable year. If the tax rebate exceeds the taxpayer's 
income tax liability, the excess shall be refunded to the taxpayer. 
  
G. No later than December 31 of the year immediately following the first year in which the 
low-income taxpayer property tax rebate provided in the Income Tax Act is in effect for 
Sierra County, and no later than December 31 of each year thereafter in which the tax 
rebate is in effect, the Taxation and Revenue Department shall certify to Sierra County the 
amount of the loss of income tax revenue to the state for the previous taxable year 
attributable to the allowance of property tax rebates to taxpayers of Sierra County. The 
County shall promptly pay the amount certified to the department. If Sierra County fails to 
pay the amount certified within thirty days of the date of certification, the department may 
enforce collection of the amount by action against the county and may withhold from any 
revenue distribution to the county, not dedicated or pledged, amounts up to the amount 
certified. 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this_____day of ______ , 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 
 
 
__________________________  
TRAVIS DAY 
 
__________________________    
HANK HOPKINS 
 
__________________________ 
JAMES PAXON 
 
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ORDINANCE № 25-002 

 
AMENDING ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

 
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met upon notice of a regular 
meeting, duly published, at the Sierra County Administrative Offices, 1712 North Date Street, 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901, on January 28, 2025; and,  
 

RECITALS 
 

A. On November 19th, 2024, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County 
adopted Ordinance 2019-06, An Ordinance Providing for the Seizure and Disposition of Estray, 
Dangerous, and Vicious Animals, Providing a Penalty, Establishing Severability and an Effective 
Date; and  
 

B.  The County’s Sheriff has advised of needed amendments to the Animal Control 
Ordinance to better protect residents from annoyance and injury by animals, and to preserve the 
health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals, order, comfort and convenience of the 
county and its inhabitants; and,  
 

C. It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners to incorporate the needed 
revisions into its Animal Control Ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 1. Incorporation of Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated by reference as 
a material part of the Ordinance Amendment as if the same were set out completely in the 
Ordinance Amendment. 
 
 2. Amendment.  Ordinance 2019-06 shall be amended as set forth in this instrument, 
and, except as expressly amended by this instrument, shall remain in full force and effect as 
written. 
 
 3.  Amendment to Section VII of Ordinance 2019-06.  The following sections are added 
to Section VII of Ordinance 2019-06:   
 
 7.3   If an animal shall kill or injure any pet, livestock or poultry, the owner or keeper of that 
animal shall be liable for all damages that may be sustained thereby, to be recovered by the party 
so injured before any court having competent jurisdiction.  Further, it shall be unlawful to keep 
an animal after it is known that the animal has killed any pet, livestock or poultry, and it shall be 
the duty of the owner to kill, or have killed, the animal upon order of the court after a finding that 
the animal has killed a pet, livestock or poultry.   
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4.  Amendment to Section VII of Ordinance 2019-06.  The following section is added to 
Section IX of Ordinance 2019-06:   
 
8.1 The owner is responsible for all for impoundment fees, veterinary fees, and attendant 
costs for all animals running at large. 
 

5.  Amendment to Section IX of Ordinance 2019-06.  The following section is added to 
Section IX of Ordinance 2019-06:   

 
9.9 The owner is responsible for all for impoundment fees, veterinary fees, and attendant 
costs for all dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs.   
   
APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND ORDAINED on this ___ day of __________, 2025. 
 
 
Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Travis Day, Chairman  
 
 
______________________________________ 
James Paxon, Vice-Chairman 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Amy Whitehead 
Sierra County Clerk 
 
 
 

 


