
Sierra County Commission 
Sierra County Commission Chambers 

1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
Tuesday, March 17th, 2026 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO MEETING VIA: 
(http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068317226897) 

(https://www.youtube.com/@SierraCountyCommission) 
 

Call to Order: 9:30 AM Public Hearing-Ordinance 2026-001 and Proclamation Restricting Open and 
Controlled Burns in the Unincorporated Areas of Sierra County  

 
10:00 AM Regular Meeting 

 
Roll Call: James E. Paxon -Chairman  Amy Whitehead-Clerk 
  Hank Hopkins-Vice-Chair   Nance, Pato & Stout, LLC-Attorney 
  Sandy R. Jones-Commissioner  Amber Vaughn-County Manager 
 
Pledge Of Allegiance 
 
New Mexico State Flag Pledge-I salute the flag of the State of New Mexico and the Zia symbol of perfect 
friendship among united cultures.  
 
 Introduction of Guests  
 

I. Approval of Agenda: 
II. Approval of Minutes: 

A. Regular Meeting-February 17th, 2026 
III. Public Comment: Limited to 3 Minutes 
IV. Consent Agenda: 

A. Resolution No. 2026-20 Accounts Payable  
B. Resolution No. 2026-21 Indigent Claims 
C. Claim of Exemption 26-001-Jacquez 
D. BLM Right of Way Grant Renewal 

V. Presentations/Reports: 
A. Years of Service Awards  
B. Department Reports 
C. Black Fire Recovery, Phase 1 EA  
D. Affordable Housing Act/Ordinance/Plan  

VI. Board of Finance: 
A. February 2026 Reconciliation 

VII. Old Business:  
VIII. New Business: 

A. Direction to Staff to Publish the Title and General Subject Matter of an Affordable 
Housing Ordinance 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068317226897


B. Direction to Staff to Solicit Proposals for the Development on an Affordable Housing 
Plan 

C. Road Closure Request-New Mexico Spaceport Authority (April)  
D. Petition for Road Vacation VR26-001 Request to Vacate a portion of Trout Road in Hot 

Springs Landing South Subdivision 
IX. Contracts-Agreements-Procurements:  

A. MOU between the Office of the Secretary of State and Sierra County-Primary Election 
June 2, 2026  

B. RFP# 2026-01-001-LLC for Pest Control Services-Contract Award to Bosque Pest 
Control-Approval  

X. Resolutions-Ordinances-Proclamations:  
A. Resolution No. 2026-22 Sierra County Road Miles 2026 
B. Resolution No. 2026-23 FY26-Budget Adjustment  
C. Ordinance 2026-001 And Proclamation Restricting Open and Controlled Burns in the 

Unincorporated Areas of Sierra County  
XI. Executive Session (Section 10-15 E thru H) : 

Pending and Threatened Litigation :  
XII. Open Session Actions from Executive Session: 
XIII. Adjourn 
 
 
 
Next proposed Scheduled Meeting: Regular Meeting, Tuesday, April 21st, 2026, at 10:00 AM. Items 
for the agenda must be submitted to the Sierra County Administration Office no later than 5:00pm 
on the Monday the week before the meeting. 
 
If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language 
interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or 
meeting, please contact the Sierra County Manager, at 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico 87901, phone (575) 894-6215 at least one (1) week prior to the meeting or as soon as 
possible.  Public documents, including the agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible 
formats. Please contact the Sierra County Manager if a summary or other type of accessible format 
is needed. 

 

  
 



 

 
SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSION 

                                          REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
February 17, 2026 
 

 
   

CALL TO ORDER:   10:00 am Regular Meeting  
 

The Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met in Regular Session 
at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at the Sierra County 
Commission Chambers, 1712 N Date St, Truth or Consequences, New 
Mexico. 
 

 ROLL CALL: 
 

 Commissioner Jim Paxon, Chairman 
            Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chair  
 Commissioner Sandy Jones, Member  
  
 Clerk of Board: Amy Whitehead 
          
 County Attorney: David Pato  
           
 County Manager: Amber Vaughn 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
NEW MEXICO STATE FLAG PLEDGE: 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
   
Monica Zepeda, Steve Mull-Sentinel, Patrick Flores, Tim Kuzdrowski, 
Jessica Pena, Ernie Armijo, Shane Atwell, Keith Whitney, Patrice Love, 
Ryan Williams, Billy Neeley, Candace Chavez, Bret Mellott, Anthony James, 
Tara Manning, Dan Sosnowsky, Patrick Pharris (Gateway Alliance) 
             

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the agenda as presented. 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
A. Regular Meeting January 27, 2026 
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Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes.  
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT: LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES  N/A 
                    
IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
A.  Resolution No. 2026-14 Accounts Payable 
B.  Resolution No. 2026-15 Indigent Claims 
C. Indigent Burial B2026-01 
D. Indigent Burial B2026-02 

 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the Consent Agenda as presented 
in one motion.  Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  
Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 

V. PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS: 
 
A. Years of Service awards-  
B. Department Reports 
C. FY26 2nd Quarter Budget Report 
D. Prescribed fire and seasonal outlook (Tony James) 
E. Truth or Consequences Animal shelter-Fundraiser (Tara Manning) 
F. Sierra Gateway Alliance presentation (Patrick Pharris) 
 

VI. BOARD OF FINANCE: 
 

A.  January 2026 Reconciliation 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the January Reconciliation as 
presented.  Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  
Motion carried with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

N/A 
 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Road closure request: NM Spaceport Authority 
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       Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve Road Closure Request as 
presented.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 

 
B. Approval of 2027 SP request for funding 
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the Request as 
presented.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes 
 
C. Approval of 2027 SB Request for funding  

 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the request as presented.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
D. Approval of 2027 CAP request for funding 

  
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the request as presented.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
E. Proposed Realignment of the EB Delta Channel (discussion only) 

 
F. Sierra County Road department infrastructure placement permit  
 
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve as presented.  
Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 

 
 
IX.  CONTRACT-AGREEMENTS-PROCUREMENTS 
 

A. RFP# 2026-12-001- Resource Management plan-Contract 
award/Notice to proceed-LOI Engineers  

          
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve as presented.  Commission Vice 
Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner 
Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 
 
B. MOU between the County of Sierra and DWI program and the NM 
Department of finance and administration. 
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Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve as presented.  Commission Vice 
Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner 
Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 
 
C. Statement of Assurances Local DWI grant and distribution program 
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve as presented.  
Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
  
X. RESOLUTIONS – ORDINANCES – PROCLAMATIONS 

 
A. Resolution No. 2026-16 Budget amendment 

          
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve as presented.  
Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 
 
B. Resolution No. 2026-17 Fixed asset policy 
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve as presented.  
Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 
 
C. Resolution No. 2026-18 Certifying approval of the expenditure of 
additional funds to provide complete funding for the Sierra County 
Emergency Operation project 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the Resolution as presented.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
D. Resolution 2026-19 Authorizing the county to submit an application to 
the Department of Finance to participate in the local DWI grant and 
Distribution program. 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the Resolution as presented.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 

 
 

C. EXECUTIVE SESSION SECTION (10-15-E thru H): 
 

            PENDING AND THREATENED LITIGATION: 
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No Executive Session 

 
     
            
XI. OPEN SESSION ACTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

No Action was taken 
 

 
 

 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT REGULAR SIERRA COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEETING:  
 
The date and time of the next Regular Sierra County Commission Meeting 
has been scheduled for Tuesday March 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. at the Sierra 
County Commission Chambers 1712 N. Date Street Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico. 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Commission Vice 
Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commission 
Chair Paxon adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Dated this 17th day of February 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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 ________________________________________________________ 
 Commissioner James E. Paxon, Chairman 
 
 ________________________________________________________ 

Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chairman 
 
________________________________________________________ 
Commissioner Sandy Jones, Member 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Amy Whitehead, County Clerk 
 
 

   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-20 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS THROUGH THE PERIOD BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 1ST, 2026 

AND 
ENDING FEBRUARY 28TH, 2026 

 
WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, 
MEETING IN REGULAR PUBLIC SESSION ON MARCH 17TH, 2026 DESIRES TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
EQUITABLE AND REASONABLE PAYENT OF CLAIMS DUE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE, AND; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT CLAIMS, PURCHASE VOUCHERS AND WARRANTS 
DETAILED AND ATTACHED HERETO, PAYABLE FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,301,676.06 ARE PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON THIS 17TH DAY OF MARCH, 2026. 
                                                                                        
   BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
   SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
  
 
   ____________________________ 
ATTEST:   JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
 
   ____________________________ 
   HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
 
_____________________________ ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 
 
 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

 
Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Sierra County, New Mexico 

Resolution No. 2026-21 
 

Indigent Claims 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners has received Indigent Hospital and Medical 
Claim request for those persons unable to make proper restitution for Medical Services in the amount of 
$11,067.97 
 
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of Commissioners desire to provide for the equitable and 
reasonable payment of claims, and; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sierra County Board of Commissioners hereby approve 
payment to those Indigent Hospital Claims in the amount of: 
 

Sole Community Providers in the amount of $11,067.97 
 
To be deducted from the proper funds appropriated in the 2025-2026 FY Budget. March 17th, 2026 
 
      Board of County Commissioners   
      Sierra County, NM 
   
            
      JAMES E PAXON, CHAIRMAN  
 
            
Attest:      HANK HOPKINS, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 
            
AMY WHITEHEAD    SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 
SIERRA COUNTY CLERK 
 
 
SIERRA COUNTY INDIGENT HEALTH CARE 
 
 
 
 
 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

 
Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



RESOLUTION NO.  2026-21 
 
 
 
CLAIMS APPROVED FOR  $11,067.97 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VENDOR#   NAME      TOTAL   AMOUNT 
         CLAIMS  
  
2775   LUNA COUNTY DETENTION CENTER       5  $10,255.91 
3281   SIERRA VISTA HOSPITAL          5  $812.06 



©IHS Source Totals Report
Issued 02/26/26 County Of Sierra

Batch Dates 03/17/2026 through 03/17/2026
For Vendor: All Vendors

Source Description Amount Billed Amount Paid

02 Jail - In House Inmate Service 10,255.91 10,255.91
05 Jail - Lab/X-Ray 872.51 131.73
09 Jail - Ems/Transport 4,528.00 680.33

Expenditures 15,656.42 11,067.97
Reimb/Adjustments

Grand Total 15,656.42 11,067.97

Source Totals Report Detail
Invoice # Source DOS Amount Billed Amount Paid

INMATE*2775*85 02 08/01/2025 2,820.66 2,820.66
INMATE*2775*86 02 10/01/2025 1,201.46 1,201.46
INMATE*2775*87 02 12/01/2025 997.74 997.74
INMATE*2775*88 02 11/01/2025 1,021.92 1,021.92
INMATE*2775*84 02 08/01/2025 771.19 771.19
INMATE*2775*84 02 09/01/2025 633.36 633.36
INMATE*2775*84 02 10/01/2025 934.12 934.12
INMATE*2775*84 02 11/01/2025 413.14 413.14
INMATE*2775*84 02 12/01/2025 443.50 443.50
INMATE*2775*84 02 01/01/2026 1,018.82 1,018.82

5 invoices, 10 line items 10,255.91 10,255.91

32454*3281*1 05 02/06/2026 9.50 8.11
32454*3281*1 05 02/06/2026 166.00 20.07
32454*3281*1 05 02/06/2026 697.00 103.54
32454*3281*1 05 02/06/2026 0.01 0.01

1 invoices, 4 line items 872.51 131.73

15480*3281*4 09 01/24/2026 441.00 60.80
46420*3281*3 09 12/03/2025 1,153.00 176.25
74451*3281*3 09 03/09/2025 1,153.00 176.25
10924*3281*6 09 01/07/2026 1,697.00 255.43
10924*3281*6 09 01/07/2026 84.00 11.60

4 invoices, 5 line items 4,528.00 680.33

Grand Totals 15,656.42 11,067.97

10 invoices listed.
19 line items listed.





























CLAIM OF EXEMPTION 26-00I (JACQUEZ)

SIGNATURE PAGf

BOARD OF COTINTY COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSION CHAIRMAN DATE

COMMISSION VICE I'HAIRMAN DAI'E

COMMISSION MEMBER

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

PLANNINC COORDINATOR

ATTEST:

tl hll 3f, ZDZQ

DATE

D TE

COt.lNTY CLITRK DATE







































Housing New Mexico
MFA

Affordable Housing Act 
Compliance for Local 
Governments

Prepared for Sierra County Commission
March 17, 2026

Sonja Unrau
Assistant Director
Policy & Planning Department
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Housing Needs in Sierra County

•Sierra County: 4.3%
•New Mexico: 1.3%5-year population change

•Sierra County: $41,600
•New Mexico: $64,059Median Household Income

•Sierra County: 37.9%
•New Mexico: 45.0%%Cost Burdended Renter Households

•Sierra County: 66.7%%
•New Mexico: 78.0%

Cost Burdended Renter Households 
that Earn Less than $50,000 Annually 

•Sierra County: $195,000
•New Mexico: $352,500Median Home Sale Price

•Sierra County: $63,300
•New Mexico: $113,721

Income Needed to Afford Median 
Priced Home
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What is the Affordable Housing Act (AHA)?

Constitutional Amendment 4 – Passed in General Election of 2004, created the 
Affordable Housing Act (Section 6-27-3 NMSA 1978): Exempts government 

donations to affordable housing from the Anti-Donation Clause of the New Mexico 
State Constitution

Eligible Donors:
• The State of New Mexico
• Counties
• Municipalities
• School Districts or Post-Secondary 

Educational Institution

Eligible Donations to Affordable 
Housing Projects:
• Land or an existing building
• Provide or pay for infrastructure
• Provide financing (pay for the cost of 

acquisition, development, construction, 
financing, operating or owning)

• Abatement of locally-imposed fees
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What isn’t the AHA?

The AHA does not supersede other regulation or statue, 
such as the New Mexico Governmental Conduct Act, New 
Mexico Administrative Code, State Board of Finance rules, 
local government ordinances or resolutions, and capital 
outlay rules. The scope of the AHA is limited to allowing 
for the affordable housing exception to the anti-donation 
clause and governing the requirements for the exception. 

The AHA does not regulate procurement of qualified 
grantees to receive donations for affordable housing. 
Local governments must follow their procurement policies 
and procedures in selecting a qualified grantee that will 
receive a donation for an affordable housing project or 
program. Capital outlay funds for affordable housing 
projects or programs are also subject to a local 
government’s procurement process. 

The AHA does not regulate how federal funds are used for 
affordable housing.

A mural adorns 
Three Sisters 
Apartments in 
Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, a 70-
unit affordable 
housing 
development 
that opened its 
doors in May 
2025. 
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AHA Donations to Date

Cost of acquisition, 
development, 

construction, financing, 
operating or owning 
affordable housing

74%

Land for the construction 
of affordable housing

11%

Abatement of taxes or 
fees
5%

Infrastructure necessary to support 
affordable housing

5% Conversion or renovation of an existing 
building into affordable housing

5%

Affordable Housing Act Donations Made Since 2004:
 $142.9 Million



Affordable Housing Plan
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Affordable Housing Plan Components

• Community and Housing Profile – Demographics & Housing Market Statistics
• Housing Needs Assessment - Existing & Projected Housing Needs
• Land Use and Policy Review – Analysis of Land Use & Construction Constraints
• Goals, Policies, and Quantifiable Objectives – Identification of Resources & 

Actions Needed to Expand Affordable Housing Opportunity

Draft plan

Submit plan 
to Housing 

New Mexico 
for review 

and approval

Adopt plan 
via resolution



7

Affordable Housing Ordinance

Affordable housing 
ordinances are the local 
enabling legislation to 

permit the exception to 
the anti-donation clause. 

The ordinance 
establishes local rules for 

affordable housing 
donation but must be at 
least as restrictive as the 
Affordable Housing Act.

Ordinance must be drafted by local government, 
submitted to and approved by Housing New Mexico, 

and approved version passed by local government, with 
a copy of recorded Ordinance sent to Housing New 

Mexico.

The ordinance must 
define the process for 
selecting a qualified 

grantee, define income 
limits and affordability 
periods for donations.

Housing New Mexico can 
provide a template 

ordinance.
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Qualifying Grantees

• A qualified governmental housing agency
• Any type of for-profit or non-profit 

organization that has among its purposes 
significant activities related to providing 
housing or services to low- or moderate-
income persons or household

• A qualified individual

Qualified 
grantees are 

entities eligible 
to receive 
donations 
under the 
Affordable 

Housing Act.
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Qualifying Grantees – Non-Individuals 

Applicant is organized under state, local, or tribal laws, as evidenced by either

Applicant has among its purposes significant activities related to providing housing or services to Persons or 
Households of Low or Moderate Income, as evidenced by either:

Applicant has a functioning accounting system that is operated in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles or has designated an entity that will maintain such an accounting system consistent with generally accepted 
accounting principles, as evidenced by either:

Applicant has no significant outstanding or unresolved monitoring findings from the Governmental Entity, MFA, or its 
most recent independent financial audit; and has not been suspended or debarred by any federal agency or MFA. If 
the applicant has any outstanding or unresolved monitoring findings, it must have a certified letter from the 
Governmental Entity, MFA, or auditor stating that the findings are in the process of being resolved, as evidenced by:
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Qualifying Grantees – Non-Individuals Non-Profits 

Applicant has a primary mission to provide housing or housing-
related services to Persons of Low or Moderate Income, as 
evidenced by either

Applicant must have received its 501(c)(3) designation prior to 
submitting an Application, as evidence by either

Applicant must have no part of its net earnings inuring to the 
benefit of any member, founder, contributor, or individual
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How to “Qualify” a Grantee – Non-Individual

Local governments must use the “Qualifying Grantee 
Certification for Non-Individual Applicants” form to 
verify that an entity meets, and evidences Qualifying 
Grantee criteria. 

Local governments must submit the completed 
Qualifying Grantee Certification for Non-Individual 
Applicants form and supporting documentation for 
Housing New Mexico’s approval. 

Local governments may certify an entity as a Qualifying 
Grantee, without any commitment or obligation, to 
make an affordable housing donation to that entity. 

Qualifying Grantees that do receive an AHA donation 
must be recertified annually by the local government 
to ensure they remain in good standing.
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Qualifying Grantees –Individuals

Using Affordable 
Housing Funds to 

Directly Benefit an 
Individual

• Examples include, but are not limited to, downpayment 
assistances, home rehabilitation and weatherization.

• Individuals must be income qualified, consistent with an entity’s 
AHA ordinance.

• Entity must establish program guidelines to that regulate other 
program parameters, like including but not limited to additional 
eligibility requirements (such as seniors, veterans) and funding 
terms (grants versus loan). 

For individual qualifying grantees, local governments must develop program guidelines that stipulate criteria for 
beneficiary eligibility. The criteria, at a minimum, must include income limits that are consistent with the local 
government’s Affordable Housing Act ordinance. The program guidelines must be submitted to Housing New 
Mexico for review and approval. 
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Making Affordable Housing Awards

Request for Proposals

• An RFP is a solicitation document 
issued by a government agency 
when they want organizations to 
submit detailed proposals to carry 
out a specific project or provide 
certain services.

• RFP = detailed instructions for 
what’s needed and how to apply 
(the “playbook”).

Notice of Funding Availability 

• A NOFA is a public announcement 
that funding is available. It’s 
usually broader than an RFP and 
serves as the official notice to 
potential applicants that they can 
apply for funding.

• NOFA = announcement that 
funding is available (the “heads 
up”).

Affordable Housing Program

• A program with guidelines on how 
and to whom funding may be 
awarded – typically used to make 
affordable housing awards to 
individuals. 

• Impact fee abatement for 
affordable housing developments.

• Home rehabilitation program.

Local governments must select a qualified grantee, and evaluate a proposed project or program, to receive an affordable 
housing donation/award (funding, land, infrastructure) through a process that is consistent with its procurement code and 
funding source regulation. 
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Award Application Certification

After completing a selection and evaluation process 
to make an affordable housing donation/award, local 
governments must submit the “Affordable Housing 
Funds Application Certification for Non-Individual 
Applicants” form to Housing New Mexico, along with 
the application packet, that attest to the following:

• Completion of its review of the Application
• Determination that the Application is complete
• Determination that the requirements of these 

Rules and the Act have been satisfied
• Determination that the Applicant is a Qualifying 

Grantee 

Housing New Mexico will then approve the 
application certification. 
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Affordability Period

If the fair market value of any 
Housing Assistance Grant, or the 
total amount of Affordable 
Housing Funds which have been 
awarded, loaned, donated, or 
otherwise conveyed to the 
Qualifying Grantee is: 

Then the Affordability Period 
must be not less than:

$1 to $14,999 5 years

$15,000 up to and including 
$40,000

10 years

From $40,000 up to and including
$100,000

15 years

Greater than $100,000 20 years

The Governmental Entity and/or 
Housing New Mexico, in its discretion, 
may increase the Affordability Period in 
any contract, note, mortgage, loan 
agreement, land use restriction 
agreement, restrictive covenant 
agreements.

In the discretion of Housing New 
Mexico, weatherization funds from the 
State, and/or any other similar 
conveyances where an Affordability 
Period is not practical, may not 
necessarily be subject to the 
Affordability Period requirements. 
However, any such conveyances may be 
subject to recapture on some pro-rated 
basis as determined by the 
Governmental Entity and/or MFA.
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AHA Donation Reporting

Donation 
Description

Recipient *Category Value Date 
(MM/YEAR)

Number of 
Beneficiaries

Beneficiaries 
Type

Twelve-acre lot to a 
developer for the 
construction of 
affordable housing.

NM  Development 
Corporation

A. Land $1,500,000 03/ 2023 55 Units

Rental Assistance 
Program

Income qualified 
renters

E. Cost of acquisition, 
development, 
construction, 
financing, operating or 
owning affordable 
housing

$100,000 On going 
program

20 Households

*Category

A. Land for the construction of affordable housing
B. Conversion or renovation of an existing building into affordable housing
C. Infrastructure necessary to support affordable housing
D. Abatement of taxes or fees (such as waiver or reimbursement of impact and permitting fees, 

reduction of taxes for an affordable housing project, etc.)
E. Cost of acquisition, development, construction, financing, operating or owning affordable 

housing (such, down payment assistant, donations to the Housing Trust Fund, and other 
grants or loans, etc.)

As a participating entity 
under the Act, each local 
government must 
maintain compliance by 
completing a donation 
reporting form to account 
for any donations made 
during the Housing New 
Mexico fiscal year 
(October through 
September). 
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Next steps for Sierra County

Draft an Affordable Housing Plan
•Create in house on contract with a consulting firm – there are many with experience developing these plans.
•Submit draft to Housing New Mexico for review and approval.
•Adopt via resolution.

Draft and Affordable Housing Ordinance
•May use the Housing New Mexico ordnance template.
•Submit to Housing New Mexico for review and approval.
•Enact ordinance. 

Consider the housing needs that the County wants to address
•Increase housing supply by offering incentives to affordable housing developers?
•Address housing insecurity by creating a rental assistance program?
•Promote homeownership through a local downpayment assistance program?
•Address housing quality issues by creating a home repair program? 

Identify Resources
•Determine what incentives the County can offer for affordable housing.
•Funding for a program?
•Cash or land donation for a development?

Develop parameters for the program
•Funding levels
•Income limits 
•Affordability protections 

Select a qualified grantee to administer the program or develop housing
•While some local governments operate affordable housing programs like rental assistance and home rehabilitation in-house, many contract with non-profits or other service providers to carry out the implementation. 
•Many local governments also issues RFP specifically for a developer to build a certain type of project – like senior rental housing for family rental housing. Through the RFP, a developer is awarded the affordable housing donation. 



Questions?

Affordable Housing Act
Prepared for Sierra County 
Commission
March 17, 2026

Sonja Unrau
Assistant Director
Policy & Planning Department



Achieving AHA Compliance 

Develop an affordable housing 
plan. Submit affordable housing 

plan to Housing New Mexico 
for approval.

Develop an affordable housing 
ordinance. Submit affordable 
housing ordinance to Housing 

New Mexico for approval.

Pass ordinance along with 
resolution to adopt the 
affordable housing plan. 

Provide proof of plan adoption 
and ordinance enactment to 

Housing New Mexico.

Define a project, solicit and 
evaluate qualified grantee to 

receive an AHA compliant 
donation.

Submit qualifying grantee 
application & certification to 

Housing New Mexico for 
approval.

Submit qualifying grantee’s 
application & certification for 

affordable housing funds 
(donation) to Housing New 

Mexico for approval.

Annual Compliance 
Requirements
•Report donations annually to Housing 
New Mexico

•Qualifying Grantee recertification



AHA Compliance Process Recap
AHA Requirement Local Government Responsibility Housing New Mexico Responsibility

Affordable Housing 
Plan

• Develop in-house, or contract with a consulting firm, an affordable housing plan.
• Submit draft plan to Housing New Mexico for review and approval.
• Adopt plan and provide resolution of adoption to Housing New Mexico.

• Review and provide feedback to the local government on draft plan.
• Approval final version of plan, once it includes all required elements.
• Archive plan and plan adoption resolution.

Affordable Housing 
Ordinance

• Draft an affordable housing ordinance, may use the Housing New Mexico 
template.

• Submit draft ordinance to Housing New Mexico for review.
• Enact ordinance and provide enacted ordinance to Housing New Mexico.

• Review and provide feedback to the local government on draft ordinance.
• Approval final version of ordinance, once it includes all required elements.
• Archive enacted ordinance.

Qualifying Grantee 
Eligibility 
Certification

• Complete the “Qualifying Grantee Certification for Non-Individual Applicants” 
form to determine that an entity is eligible to receive donations under the AHA.

• Submit the completed form and supporting documents to Housing New Mexico 
for its review. 

• Review “Qualifying Grantee Certification for Non-Individual Applicants” and 
supporting documents.

• Provide feedback if there are any issues or provide concurrence if the form and 
supporting documents are complete.  

Qualifying Grantee 
Application 
Certification

• Initiate a selection and evolution process to make an AHA donation.
• Complete the “Affordable Housing Funds Application Certification for Non-

Individual Applicants” form to verify that the affordable housing donation has 
been evaluated.

• Submit the completed form and supporting documents to Housing New Mexico 
for its review. 

• Review Affordable Housing Funds “Application Certification for Non-Individual 
Applicants” and supporting documents.

• Provide feedback if there are any issues or provide concurrence if the form and 
supporting documents are complete. 

Affordable Housing 
Program Guidelines

• Develop program guidelines for programs that will serve individual beneficiaries, 
which include income limits and affordability protections.

• Submit program guidelines to Housing New Mexico for its review.

• Review program guidelines.
• Provide feedback if there are any issues or provide concurrence if the program 

guidelines satisfy AHA requirements.

Affordable Housing 
Donation Reporting

• Respond to the Housing New Mexico survey to report donations made during the 
fiscal year October 1 through September 30. 

• Recertify Qualified Grantees and submit recertification to Housing New Mexico for 
approval.

• Issue via email AHA annual donation survey.
• Track and report on AHA donations made every year.
• Review and approve Qualifying Grantee recertification.



Affordability Period Security Instruments 

Land Use Restriction Agreement (LURA)

• A LURA is a legally binding contract, typically recorded 
against a property’s deed, that requires the property to be 
used for affordable housing purposes for a set period of 
time. 

• Because it is attached to the deed, the agreement “runs 
with the land,” meaning future owners are also bound by 
its restrictions. Restrictions often include the following:
• Rent limits: Owners cannot charge more than a certain 

rent level, usually tied to a percentage of Area Median 
Income (AMI).

• Income eligibility: Units must be rented to households 
whose incomes fall below a specified threshold.

• Affordability period: Typically ranges from 20 to 40 
years, during which the affordability rules must be 
followed.

Restrictive Convents Agreement (RCA)

• Similar to a LURA, an RCA binds a property to affordability 
obligations. RCAs are typically used for projects serving 
single family housing needs to prevent homes assisted 
from being “flipped.” Restrictions often include the 
following:
• Income eligibility: Units must be rented or sold to 

households below a certain % of Area Median Income 
(AMI).

• Affordability period: Duration for which the RCA terms 
are lock in. May be structured as a forgivable loan. 

• Occupancy rules: May require the unit to be the primary 
residence of the tenant or homeowner.



Qualifying Grantee Certification for Non-Individual Applicants 
Form Updated August 2025 

Page 1 of 2 
 

Section 3.35 of the Affordable Housing Act Rules, pursuant to the Affordable Housing Act (NMSA 1978, §6-27-
1 et seq.), defines a Qualifying Grantee as: 

1) An individual who is qualified to receive assistance pursuant to the Act and is approved by the 
Governmental Entity and/or MFA; and 

2) A governmental housing agency, regional housing authority, tribal housing agency, corporation, limited 
liability company, partnership, joint venture, syndicate, association or a nonprofit organization that: 
a) Is organized under State, local, or tribal laws and can provide proof of such organization; 
b) If a non-profit organization, has no part of its net earnings inuring to the benefit of any member, 

founder, contributor, or individual; and 
c) Is approved by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA. 

Section 5.2 of the Affordable Housing Act Rules defines Applicant Eligibility, which are the minimum 
requirements for the entities eligible to receive Affordable Housing Funds. Thus, these requirements must be 
satisfied for an entity to be approved as a Qualifying Grantee. This form serves as the Governmental Entity 
and/or MFA Qualifying Grantee Certification for Non-Individual Applicants and is valid for 12 months, starting 
on the date is its signed by Governmental Entity and/or MFA. After the initial 12-month approval period, a 
Governmental Entity and/or MFA must complete an updated version of this form for the Qualifying Grantee. 

Certifying Governmental  Entity Information  
Certifying Governmental Entity:  

Certifying Official Name:  
Certifying Official Title:  

Certifying Official Email:  
Certifying Official Phone:  

 
Applicant Information  

Applicant Name:  
Address  

Executive Director/CEO:  
Point of Contact Name:  

Point of Contact Title:  
Point of Contact Email:  

of Contact Phone:  
Business Registration Number  

Location of Registration:  
Registration Expiration  
Date of Incorporation:  

Organization Type: ☐ Regional Housing Authority 
☐ Tribal Housing Agency 
☐ Governmental Housing Agency 
☐ For-profit organization, including any corporation, limited 
liability company, partnership, joint venture, syndicate, or 
association or a nonprofit organization 
☐ Nonprofit organization 
☐ Other ____________________________________________ 

Certification Type: ☐ Initial Certification 
☐ Re-certification 

 
Qualifying Grantee Certification  
<<Governmental Entity>> (“Governmental Entity”) certifies that <<Applicant>> (“Applicant”) satisfies the 
following Qualifying Grantee requirements and is therefore eligible to receive Affordable Housing Funds:  



Qualifying Grantee Certification for Non-Individual Applicants 
Form Updated August 2025 

Page 2 of 2 
 

☐ 5.2.C.1 Applicant is organized under state, local, or tribal laws, as evidenced by either: 
 ☐ Charter  
 ☐ Articles of Incorporation 
 ☐ Business Licenses 
☐ 5.2.C.2 Applicant has among its purposes significant activities related to providing housing or services 
to Persons or Households of Low or Moderate Income, as evidenced by either: 
 ☐ A summary of projects and/or statements that describe recent affordable housing activities in 
 the community 
 ☐  A contract(s) with an entity or individuals that have benefited the community 
☐ 5.2.C.3 Applicant has a functioning accounting system that is operated in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles or has designated an entity that will maintain such an accounting system 
consistent with generally accepted accounting principles, as evidenced by either: 
 ☐ A statement from the organization 
 ☐  Documentation from a Certified Public Accountant 
 ☐ Its most recent independent financial audit, mandatory for all applicants legally required to                 
                         have an independent financial audit 
 ☐  An approved audit summary 
☐ 5.2.C.4 Applicant has no significant outstanding or unresolved monitoring findings from the 
Governmental Entity, MFA, or its most recent independent financial audit; and has not been suspended or 
debarred by any federal agency or MFA. If the applicant has any outstanding or unresolved monitoring 
findings, it must have a certified letter from the Governmental Entity, MFA, or auditor stating that the 
findings are in the process of being resolved, as evidenced by: 
 ☐ Good Standing Certification 
 ☐  Reputation Certification  
 ☐  Proof of no HUD suspension or debarment from sams.gov 
For non-profit Applicants: 
☐ 5.2.D.1 Applicant has a  primary mission of the nonprofit organization must be to provide housing or 
housing-related services to Persons of Low or Moderate Income, as evidenced by either: 
 ☐ A summary of projects and/or statements that describe recent affordable housing activities in 
 the community 
 ☐  A contract(s) with an entity or individuals that have benefited the community 
☐ 5.2.D.2 Applicant must have received its 501(c)(3) designation prior to submitting an Application, as 
evidence by either: 
 ☐ A 501 (c)(3) or (4) Certificate from the IRS 
 ☐ A group exemption letter from the IRS  
☐ 5.2.D.3 Applicant must have no part of its net earnings inuring to the benefit of any member, founder, 
contributor, or individual, as evidence by either: 
 ☐ Charter  
 ☐ Articles of Incorporation 

 
____________________________________________ 
Print Name of Certifying Official 
 
____________________________________________ 
Title 
 
____________________________________________ 
Signature  
 
____________________________________________ 
Date  
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Section 5.3 of the Affordable Housing Act Rules, pursuant to the Affordable Housing Act (NMSA 1978, §6-27-1 
et seq.), establish that Non-Individual Applicants wishing to apply for Affordable Housing Funds to 
participate in any Affordable Housing Program are required to submit an Application to the Governmental 
Entity and/or MFA. Section 5.3 also lists the requirements, as applicable, that must be included in the 
Application. Section 5.4 of the Affordable Housing Act Rules establishes that a Governmental Entity must 
certify its review, determination of completeness, determination that the requirements of these Rules and 
the Act have been satisfied, and determination that the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee, to the New Mexico 
Mortgage Finance Authority (MFA). 

This form serves as the Governmental Entity Application Certification for Non-Individual Applicants that will 
receive Affordable Housing Funds from a Governmental Entity that are subject to the Affordable Housing Act 
and Rules. In addition to this form, a Governmental Entity must complete the Qualifying Grantee Certification 
for the Applicant before providing Affordable Housing Funds to the Applicant. 

Application Summary 
Governmental Entity:  

Applicant Name:  
Affordable Housing Funds Amount:  

Purpose of Affordable Housing Funds:  
 

Affordable Housing Funds Application Certification for Non-Individual Applicants 
<<Governmental Entity>> (“Governmental Entity”) certifies that it has met the following requirements for 
Affordable Housing Funds Application in its award of << Affordable Housing Funds Amount>> to 
<<Applicant>> for the purpose of <<insert purpose>>>: 
☐ 5.4.A.1 Governmental Entity has completed its review of the application. 
☐ 5.4.A.2 Governmental Entity has determined that the application is complete and includes the 
elements required within Section 5.3 Application of the Affordable Housing Act Rules: 
5.3.A.1 One original Application, together with all required schedules, documents, or such other 

information which were required. 
5.3.A.2 Application includes evidence or certification that the Applicant has no significant outstanding 

or unresolved monitoring findings from the Governmental Entity, MFA, or its most recent 
independent financial audit; or if it has any significant outstanding or unresolved monitoring 
findings from the Governmental Entity, MFA, or its most recent independent financial audit, it 
has a certified letter from the Governmental Entity, MFA, or the auditor stating that the findings 
are in the process of being resolved. 

5.3.A.3 Evidence (or a certification as may be allowed by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA) that the 
Applicant has a functioning accounting system that is operated in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles, or has a designated entity that will maintain such an 
accounting system consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. 

5.3.A.4 Applicant’s current independent financial audit. 
5.3.A.5 Applicant has among its purposes significant activities related to providing housing or housing-

related services to Persons or Households of Low or Moderate Income. 
5.3.A.6 A proposed budget and performance schedule for the Affordable Housing Project for which the 

Applicant is applying for Affordable Housing Funds or for a Housing Assistance Grant. 
5.3.A.7 Project narrative that addresses the evaluation criteria set forth in any RFP or other 

procurement process issued by the Governmental Entity or MFA for the Affordable Housing 
Funds or the Housing Assistance Grant for which the Applicant is applying, including unit type 
and rent summary for Persons of Low or Moderate Income. 

5.3.A.8 Applicant’s list of current board members, including designated homeless participation, where 
required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA. 

5.3.A.9 Organizational chart, including job titles for the Applicant’s employees or as otherwise may be 
required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA in its discretion. 
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5.3.A.10 Documentation that the Applicant is duly organized in accordance with State or local law and 
is in good standing with any state authorities such as the Public Regulation Commission (e.g. 
Articles, Bylaws, and Certificate of Good Standing for a Corporation; Articles, Operating 
Agreement, and Certificate of Good Standing for a Limited Liability Company; partnership 
agreement and certificate of limited partnership for a partnership). 

5.3.A.11 For non-profit organizations, proof of 501(c)(3) tax status. 
5.3.A.12 For non-profit organizations, documentation which confirms that no part of its net earnings 

inures to the benefit of any member, founder, contributor or individual. 
5.3.A.13 Certifications as may be required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA signed by Chief 

Executive Officer, Board President or other authorized official of the Applicant. 
5.3.A.14 Information as may be required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA in order for it to 

determine the financial and management stability of the Applicant. 
5.3.A.15 Information as may be required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA in order for it to 

determine the demonstrated commitment of the Applicant to the community. 
5.3.A.16 Adequate information, as required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA, of the Affordable 

Housing Project proposed by the Applicant. The information provided must clearly evidence 
that the value of the housing assistance grant reduces the housing costs to persons of low or 
moderate income. 

5.3.A.17 Information supporting the benefits to the community of the Affordable Housing Project 
proposed by the Applicant. 

5.3.A.18 If required by the Governmental Entity and/or MFA, proof of substantive or matching funds or 
contributions and/or in-kind donations to the proposed Affordable Housing Project in 
connection with the Application 

5.3.A.19 Any certifications or other proof which be require in order for the Governmental Entity and/or 
MFA to confirm that the Applicant is in compliance with all applicable federal, state and local 
laws, rules and ordinances. 

5.3.B For Applicants who are submitting Applications in connection with a Multi-Family Housing 
Project, the following additional information is also required to be submitted by the Applicant 
to the Governmental Entity and/or MFA: 
A verified certificate that, among other things: 

i. identifies every Multi-Family Housing Program, including every assisted or insured 
project of HUD, RHS, FHA and any other state or local government housing finance 
agency in which such Applicant has been or is a principal 

ii. except as shown on such certificate, states that: 
I. no mortgage on a project listed on such certificate has ever been in default, assigned 

to the United States government or foreclosed, nor has any mortgage relief by the 
mortgagee been given; 

II. there has not been a suspension or termination of payments under any HUD 
assistance contract in which the Applicant has had a legal or beneficial interest; 

III. such Applicant has not been suspended, debarred or otherwise restricted by any 
department or agency of the federal government or any state government from doing 
business with such department or agency because of misconduct or alleged 
misconduct; and 

IV. the Applicant has not defaulted on an obligation covered by a surety or performance 
bond 

If such Applicant cannot certify to each of the above, such Applicant shall submit a signed 
statement to explain the facts and circumstances which such Applicant believes will explain 
the lack of certification. The Governmental Entity and/or MFA may then determine if such 
Applicant is or is not qualified. 

5.3.B.2 If the Applicant is a Mortgage Lender, the Governmental Entity and/or MFA shall consider, 
among other things: 

a. The financial condition of the Applicant; 
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b. The terms and conditions of any loans to be made; 
c. The aggregate principal balances of any loans to be made to each Applicant compared 

with the aggregate principal balances of the loans to be made to all other Applicants; 
d. The Governmental Entity and/or MFA’s assessment of the ability of the Applicant or its 

designated servicer to act as originator and servicer of Mortgage Loans for any Multi-
Family Housing Programs or other programs to be financed; and 

e. Previous participation by the Applicant in MFA’s programs and HUD, FHA, or RHS 
programs. 

☐ 5.4.A.3 Governmental Entity has determined that the requirements of the Affordable Housing Act 
and Rules have been satisfied. 
 
☐ 5.4.A.4 Governmental Entity has determined that the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee and has so 
certified in writing to Housing New Mexico | MFA. 

 
 
____________________________________________ 
Print Name of Certifying Official 
 
____________________________________________ 
Title 
 
____________________________________________ 
Signature  
 
____________________________________________ 
Date  















County Road Closure Request Form 

Instructions: 
Please complete all sections of this form and submit it to the County Manager's Office.  All 
requests will need to approved by the County Commission.  Forms are due to the County 
Managers office by Monday prior to the scheduled Commission Meeting.  Incomplete 
forms may delay the review process. 

SECTION 1: APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name of Applicant/Organization: 
Contact Person: 
Phone Number: 
Email Address: 
Mailing Address: 

SECTION 2: EVENT DETAILS 

Name of Event: 
Event Description: 
Date(s) of Road Closure: 
Time of Closure (Start and End): 
   Start Time: 
   End Time: 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Shelly K. Trujillo 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Travis Day 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 



SECTION 3: ROAD CLOSURE DETAILS 

Specific Road(s) to be Closed: 
Location/Exact Boundaries of Closure: 
Estimated Number of Attendees: 

SECTION 4: TRAFFIC AND SAFETY PLAN (Please attach documentation) 

Proposed Detour Route: 

Emergency Plan: 

Traffic Control Plan: 

SECTION 5: ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS (Please attach 
documentation) 

Public Notification Plan: 

Insurance and Liability Coverage: 

Additional Resources Needed (if any): 

SECTION 6: SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I am responsible for complying with all conditions 
set by the County and understand that failure to comply may result in additional costs or 
denial of future requests. 

Signature of Applicant: 

Date: 



SECTION 7: FOR COUNTY USE ONLY 

Road Department Review 
Recommendation: [ ] Approve [ ] Approve with Conditions [ ] Deny 
Comments/Conditions: 

Sheriff’s Department Review 
Recommendation: [ ] Approve [ ] Approve with Conditions [ ] Deny 
Comments/Conditions: 

County Manager’s Office Use Only 
Date of County Commission Meeting: 
County Commission Decision: [ ] Approve [ ] Approve with Conditions [ ] Deny 
Additional Notes/Conditions: 

Approved by County Commission on: 

Signature of County Manager: 

Date: 



 

 
4605 Research Park Circle, Suite A • Las Cruces, NM 88001 • P (575) 267-8500 • www.spaceportamerica.com 

Insurance. Customer must carry comprehensive general liability insurance or, alternatively, 
will provide suf�icient proof of self-insurance, for advertising liability, premises liability 
contractual liability and products/completed operations of no less than one million dollars 
combined single limit per occurrence and in the aggregate as respects products. Customer will 
also procure and maintain policies of insurance for bodily injury, including death, property 
damage, and vehicle liability insurance for all vehicles used in its operation at, to, or from, the 
Spaceport, in amounts not less than one million dollars per occurrence. Said policies of 
insurance will include coverage for premises, activities off premises and operations involving 
the Mission and Customer’s contractual liability to the Authority under this Agreement. 
Contractual liability coverage will speci�ically insure Indemni�ication provisions of this 
Agreement to the maximum extent possible consistent with the conditions and exclusions of 
the policy. Customer shall furnish a certi�icate of insurance for these polices to Authority upon 
request. The insurance coverage required hereunder shall name the following as additional 
insured parties: 

New Mexico 
Spaceport 
Authority 4605 
Research Park 
Circle Suite A Las 
Cruces, NM 88001 
575-267-8500 

State Land Office/Commissioner of Public Lands 

P.O. Box 1148 
Santa Fe 
NM 
87504-
1148 505-
827-5760 

The amounts of insurance required in this Section are minimums only; the Authority will be 
entitled to the full benefit and protection of any higher dollar amount of coverage stated in an 
insurance policy actually carried by Customer. The insurance requirements set forth in this 
Agreement will not be construed as a representation by the Authority that the satisfaction of 
such requirements will be sufficient to protect Customer. 
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Closure area requested in red 
Just south of Engle, NM to before the Dona Ana County line on A013 
 



















































 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 17, 2026 
 
RE: Contract Award to Bosque Pest Control, LLC for Pest Control Services  
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The Administration Department requests approval to contract for pest control services 
with Bosque Pest Control, LLC, for one (1) year beginning April 1, 2026. This contract will 
automatically renew on an annual basis, for up to three (3) additional one (1) year terms 
unless terminated.  The current pest control services contract will be terminated as of 
March 31, 2026. 
 
This contract award resulted from RFP# 2026-01-001 which was issued on January 8, 2025 
and closed on February 5, 2026.  Five proposals were received.  The evaluation committee 
reviewed responsive proposals and recommended award to Bosque Pest Control, LLC.  
Compensation for services satisfactorily performed will be based on costs submitted for 
various services at seventeen (17) Sierra County buildings, including volunteer fire 
departments, and facilities.  The cost matrix is attached as Appendix II of the contract. 
 
This action is being brought forward based on Section 6.J of the Sierra County Purchasing 
Regulations which states that all RFP awards must be approved by the Board of County 
Commissioners.  Thank you for your consideration to award this contract. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Barbara Bencomo 
Chief Procurement Officer 
 
 
Notes: ______________ Approved: __________ Date:   ______________ 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

 Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R. Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 































 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Resolution No. 2026-22 
 Sierra County Road Miles 2026 

 
 
WHEREAS, Sierra County Board of Commissioners are required each year, by Section 66-6-23 NMSA 
1978, to certify the total maintained mileage for the county is 565.1, and: 
 
WHEREAS, this list must identify each of the public roads maintained by name, county route numbers, 
beginning route description, ending route description and mileage of each route, and: 
 
WHEREAS, all certifications and maps must be submitted no later than April 1st of each year, now 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That Sierra County Commission meeting in regular session 
March 17, 2026, submits the attached road mileage list which includes a map of the locations. 
 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 17th day of March, 2026. 
       
 

Board of County Commissioners  
 
      _________________________________  
      James Paxon, Commissioner 
 
Attest:      ________________________________   
      Hank Hopkins, Commissioner 
 
      __________________________________  
      Sandy Jones, Commissioner 
_______________________________  
Amy Whitehead, County Clerk 
  

  

 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

          Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candice Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

 
Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-894-2840 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn 
County Manager 

575-894-6215 voice 
575-894-9548 fax 

 
 

1712 N. Date St. Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 



ROUTE 
NUMBER DISTRICT A

ROAD NAME MILES
A001 LOST HILLS RD 14.6
A003 CABALLO MOUNTAIN MINE RD 6.7
A004 NELSON SHORTCUT RD 1.2
A005 TURTLEBACK AVE 2.1
A006 ELDRED RD 0.3
A007 LOWER CUCHILLO CREEK RD 2.5
A008 WINDMILL RD 10.6
A009 NELSON RD 2.8
A010 SLATER RD 4.1
A011 LYONS RD 12.0
A012 APACHE GAP RD 7.4
A013 UPHAM RD 28.0
A014 DIVIDE WELL RD 5.5
A015 L7 RD 2.3
A016 BRUSHY MOUNTAIN RD 3.0
A020 LEWIS RD 9.6
A021 ALEMAN RD 11.3
A022 SOWELL RD 2.9
A023 WOOLF RD 17.4
A024 HARDING RD 4.1
A025 OIL WELL RD 7.1
A026 TULAROSA RD 17.6
A027 CAIN RD 4.1
A028 EQUAL R RD 1.4
A029 BUCHORN RD 13.5
A030 GRAHAM RD 1.6
A031 FULLER RD 10.8
A032 HARDING RD 8.9
A033 SOUTH CANYON RD 3.0
A034 SHANNON TANKS RD 2.7
A035 WELL CANYON RD 0.7
A036 WILLOW DRAW RD 1.9
A037 MIDDLE TANK RD 2.0
A038 ANTELOPE RUN RD, BUTTERFLY WAY, CUTTER RD, PASEO DEL CONEJO RD 3.6
A039 SPACEPORT AMERICA BLVD, NEW FRONTIER RD 3.4
A040 PALOMAS GAP RD 3.8
A1 TRADE ROAD OFF FOR PENS RD 0.3

TOTAL MILES 234.8

SIERRA COUNTY ROAD NAMES AND MILEAGE for 2026



ROUTE 
NUMBER DISTRICT B

ROAD NAME MILES
B001 WHITE ROCK RD 0.7
B002 MACHO RD 7.7
B004 BERRENDA RD 9.0
B005 KAYTENNAE TRAIL RD 2.3
B006 CATTLE TRACK RD 0.6
B008 LAKE VALLEY SCHOOL RD 0.6
B010 GOLD DUST RD 1.0
B011 SIKES DRAW RD 4.5
B012 N PERCHA RD 6.9
B013 TIERRA BLANCA RD 7.6

B015

ITALIAN ST, KINGSTON CEDAR ST, KINGSTON IRON ST, KINGSTON MAIN ST, 
KINGSTON NORTH ST, KINGSTON SUPERIOR ST, KINGSTON WATER ST,
LULA ST, VIRTUE ST 2.3

B021 ROBERTS RD 0.5

B022
CUNNINGHAM RD, ELENORA ST, FIFTH ST, FOURTH ST, ROSA ST,
S SECOND ST, SIXTH ST, THIRD ST, WHITTENBURG RD 2.2

B024 CLARK RD 3.7
B025 COALSON RD 0.9
B026 LADDER RANCH RD, LADDER RD 1.1
B027 COPPER FLATS RD 2.6
B028 BERMUDA RD, GONZALES RIVER RD 2.8
B029 TIBBS RD 0.5
B030 GARAY RD 0.9
B031 ROBISON RD 1.0
B034 BLACK RD 0.6
B035 GARCIA SPRINGS RD 0.8
B036 BRADLEY RD 1.3
B037 ARREY RD, COSPER RD, SAINT CHRISTOPHER RD, SAN FELIPE RD 1.2
B038 MILKWEED RD, W WAGONEER RD 1.5
B039 SUGAR SAND RD 1.3
B041 E GRAND PERCHA RD 1.2
B042 CHILE PLANT RD 2.1
B045 PERCHA RD 3.7
B050 ANIMAS CREEK RD 6.4
B052 ALTO RD 0.7
B053 SECO TOWER RD 0.6
B054 YESO RD 0.6
B055 VENO RD 0.5
B056 UVAS RD 1.0
B057 VEGA RD 0.5
B058 KOKANO RD 0.3
B059 DOGIE RD 0.3
B060 CLAVO RD 0.8

84.8



ROUTE 
NUMBER DISTRICT B MILES

total from previous page 84.8
B061 UPTON RD 0.1
B062 VACA RD 1.1
B063 CAPAZ RD 0.2
B064 WOODS RD 4.1
B065 EL CUERNO RD, PRIMAVERAS RD 2.5
B066 ZEGIN RD 0.3
B067 PECARRY RD 0.6
B068 HIDDEN VALLEY RD 0.3
B069 HAVALINA RD 1.0
B070 PALOMA BLANCA RD 1.4
B071 MESA VIEW RD 0.7
B072 LAS PALOMAS RD, PIGEON RD 2.4
B073 ARAGON SPRINGS RD 0.7
B074 A SPEAR RD, PAJARO RD 0.7
B075 OLD LANDFILL LOOP 0.6
B076 LAS PALOMAS CANYON RD 10.1
B077 MOLINO VIEJO RD 10.5
B078 APODACA RD 0.6
B079 CALLE DE RANCHOS RD 13.3
B081 MUD CANYON RD 4.1
B083 HILLSBORO CEMETERY RD 0.2
B084 BUGGY RIDE RD 0.4
B085 HARNESS RD 0.1
B086 INDEPENDENCE DR, MULE TRAIN RD 0.4
B087 LIBERTY WAY 0.2
B088 MOUNTAIN BELL RD 0.2
B089 SNAKE SPRINGS RD 0.3
B090 EL AGUILA RD 1.6
B093 SILVER SPRINGS RD 0.7
B094 LYONS DEN RD 0.1

B096
APACHE RD, W GRAND PERCHA RD, GRANITE RD, GREENHORN RD,
NAVAJO RD, PIMA RD, SIOUX RD 2.2

B097 PERCHA DAM CANAL RD 4.1
B098 TORTUGAS RD 0.5

B099 MESQUITE RD 0.2
B102 TRUJILLO CREEK RD 1.6
B103 DERRY CANAL RD 1.5
B109 E RIVER ROSE RD, W RIVER ROSE RD 1.3
B110 BOX H BAR RD 0.1
B112 OLD HOT SPRINGS RD 7.9

163.7



ROUTE 
NUMBER DISTRICT B MILES

total from previous page 163.7
B113 FRIO RD 0.2
B116 PALOMAS CIRCLE RD 1.2
B117 HILLSBORO TRANSFER STATION RD 0.4
B118 LAKE FRONT DR, SECO RD, WILD SAGE RD 1.0
B119 GOFF RD, GORDON AVE 0.5
B121 ARMSTEAD RD 0.5
B122 LOCO WEED RD 0.2
B123 CHAPAREL AVE 0.1
B124 WALNUT ST 0.1

TOTAL MILES 167.9



ROUTE 
NUMBER DISTRICT C

ROAD NAME MILES
C002 SAINT CLOUD RD 8.0
C003 HERMOSA RD 16.1
C004 ZEOLITE RD 1.5
C005 RANCHO DEL CHIZ RD 3.4
C006 CHLORIDE CREEK RD, REPUBLIC RD, WALL STREET RD 3.8
C007 SANTIAGO RD 1.3
C008 SOUTH FORK RD 2.3
C009 HICKLAND CANYON RD 1.8
C011 BURT RD 0.4
C012 HVL RD 4.6
C013 ROQUE CANYON RD 2.5
C015 PUNCH TUCKER RD 0.6
C016 TORTILLA FLATS RD 6.8
C017 CC CAMP RD, CUCHILLO CREEK RD 4.6
C018 CUCHILLO CREEK RD, FARM CANYON RD 7.2
C020 SAN MIGUEL RD 6.2
C021 ARAGON SPRINGS RD, KELLY CANYON RD, SAN MIGUEL RD 4.1
C024 WILLOW SPRINGS RD 0.8
C025 EL DEVISO RD 1.9
C026 GREASEWOOD RD 1.8
C027 COUGAR RD 4.0
C028 CATTLEMAN RD 2.1
C029 CANADA DE LA CRUZ RD 8.9
C030 BOBCAT RD 1.1
C031 LANGNER RD 3.3
C032 LEMES RD "Snyder's" 4.3
C033 CALLE DE MADERA RD, CALLE DEL NORTE RD 10.9
C034 RED ROCK RD 15.2
C035 GARCIA FALLS RD 2.4
C036 AXTEL RD, BLUN RD, GRAFTON RD, MCCONKY RD, TUCKER RD 0.9
C037 CASPER RD 4.0
C039 DOVE LN 0.9
C040 MONTICELLO CEMETERY RD 0.2
C042 PANKEY RD 1.0
C043 CALLE DEL SUR RD 1.2
C044 PLAZA DE MONTICELLO RD 0.1
C045 CARRIZO PEAK RD 0.3
C046 RACCOON RD 0.7
C047 DESERTAIRE RD 0.4
C048 LANDFILL RD 0.4

C049
ATLANTIC RD, BUTTE RD, EQUATOR LN, GUYMON RD, INGRAHAM RD, MARKET 
RD, OBSERVATORY RD, PACIFIC RD 0.8

142.8



ROUTE 
NUMBER DISTRICT C MILES

total from previous page 142.8
C051 CROSS CANYON RD, LAGO RD 0.7
C052 SCHMIDT RD 0.3
C053 KARNES RD, PIONEER RD 0.2
C054 ROCK CANYON RD 3.5
C055 ALAMOSA VILLAGE RD 1.6
C056 OLD RANCH RD 0.5
C057 SANTO NINO RD 0.4

TOTAL MILES 150.0

ROUTE 
NUMBER LEASE LOTS

ROAD NAME MILES
ARABIAN RD 0.5
BASS RD 1.0
BOAT DOCK RD 0.2
CATFISH RD 0.8
HARE RD 0.1
ISLAND RD     behind gate 0.1
KETTLE TOP RD 0.2
LIONS BEACH RD 0.4
LOST CANYON RD 1.0
MALLARD DR 0.2
MARINA RD 0.3
MITCHELL POINT RD 0.1
N LOST CANYON RD 0.2
PIKE RD 0.5
RATTLESNAKE RD 0.1
RIDGE RD 0.4
SUNRISE RD 0.1
THREE SISTERS RD 0.1
TROUT RD 0.9

TOTAL MILES 7.2



ROUTE 
NUMBER LAKESHORE HIGHLANDS

ROAD NAME MILES
ARABIAN CIR 0.2
ARABIAN LN 0.8
CLYDESDALE PL 0.3
GREER LN (HIGHWAY) 0.1
GREER LN 0.6
HACKNEY CIR 0.1
MUSTANG RD 0.4
PAINT TRL 0.4
PINTO TRL 0.6
UNDERWOOD BLVD 0.8
UNDERWOOD CT 0.1
UNDERWOOD PL 0.4
YORKSHIRE CIR 0.4

TOTAL MILES 5.2

DISTRICT A TOTAL MILEAGE 234.8
DISTRICT B TOTAL MILEAGE 167.9
DISTRICT C TOTAL MILEAGE 150.0
LEASE LOT TOTAL MILEAGE 7.2
LAKESHORE HIGHLANDS TOTAL MILEAGE 5.2

TOTAL MILEAGE FOR ALL DISTRICTS 565.1
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SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS APPROVAL 

 
(RESOLUTION NO. 2026-22) 

 
BY: 

COUNTY CLERK
 
BY: 

DEPUTY CLERK

 

THIS PLAT HAS BEEN REVIEWED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS FROM SIERRA COUNTY. A RESOLUTION HAS BEEN
PASSED TO APPROVE THIS PLAT FOR FILING. 

By: Date: 
SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

By: Date: 
SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

By: Date: 
SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

By: Date: 
SIERRA COUNTY ROAD SUPERINTENDENT 

By: Date: 
SIERRA COUNTY CLERK 

 

Reception No: 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO) 
COUNTY OF SIERRA) 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS INSTRUMENT WAS FILED FOR 

RECORD ON THIS , DAY OF , 2026 AT , 

O’CLOCK M, AND DULY RECORDED IN BOOK , PAGE(S) 

, IN THE RECORDS OF THE SIERRA COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE. 

 

No warranty is made by the County of Sierra as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of 
this data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, or for the purposes not intended by 
County of Sierra. Spatial Information may not meet national map accuracy standards. This 
information may be revised and updated without notification. 

Should you have any questions please contact the Sierra County Administrative Ofice. 

Disclosure Statement

Sierra County GIS
1712 N. Date St., Ste. D
T. or C. NM 87901
Ph: 575-894-6215
Fax:575-894-9548 Data Created March 9, 2026



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution No.  2026-23 
 

FY26 – BUDGET ADJUSTMENT RESOLUTION 
 
Whereas, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners, meeting in regular public session on 
March 17th, 2026, deems it necessary to amend the said line items in the FY 2025-2026 
budget; 
 
Whereas, revenue, expenditure budget, and a transfer must be adjusted in various accounts;   
 
Therefore, Be lt Resolved, that the Sierra County Board of Commissioners hereby move to 
implement the adjustments in the FY 2025-2026 Budget as described below: 
 

REVENUE: 

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BALANCE ADJUSTMENT NEW 
BALANCE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

500-0 -1018 
HILLSBORO 
COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

 $              -     $      (189,300)  $  (189,300)  NM Historic Preservation Grant  

416-0 -1451 STATE COOP - SP  $  (137,158)  $        (45,719)  $  (182,877)  Increase to include NMDOT match 
waiver funds  

417-0 -1457 STATE COOP - 
CAP  $  (139,754)  $        (46,585)  $  (186,339)  Increase to include NMDOT match 

waiver funds  
EXPENSE: 

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BALANCE ADJUSTMENT NEW 
BALANCE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

500-00-2133 
HILLSBORO 
COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

 $              -     $        189,300   $    189,300   NM Historic Preservation Grant  

500-78-2105 
GRANT 
EQUIPMENT / 
MONTICELLO 

 $              -     $        236,990   $    236,990  
 FY24 Carryover - Brush Truck - 
Monticello Fire 
Increase from fund balance  

401-00-2771 PROFESSIONAL / 
LEGAL  $              -     $          92,119   $      92,119   Resource Management Plan - 

Increase from fund balance  

416-51-3014 NMDOT FY2025-
2026 - SP  $    137,158   $          45,719   $    182,877   Increase to include NMDOT match 

waiver funds  

417-52-3014 NMDOT FY2025-
2026 - CAP  $    139,754   $          46,585   $    186,339   Increase to include NMDOT match 

waiver funds  

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 

 Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R. Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 17TH DAY OF MARCH 2026. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
 
    ____________________________ 
ATTEST:    JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
    ____________________________ 
    HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 
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SIERRA COUNTY 
ORDINANCE 2026-001 AND PROCLAMATION 

RESTRICTING OPEN AND CONTROLLED BURNS  
IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County held a public 
hearing on March 17, 2025, at 10 a.m. at the County Administration Building, 1712 North 
Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901, to consider imposing restrictions on open 
and controlled burns; and, 
 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 3-18-1 (1972) provides that municipalities, 
and also counties pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995), have the power to 
“protect generally the property of its municipality and its inhabitants” and to “preserve 
peace and order”; and,  
 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 et seq. provides that counties may 
adopt ordinances, not inconsistent with statutory or constitutional limitations placed on 
counties, to discharge those powers necessary and proper to provide for the safety, 
preserve the health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals, order, comfort and 
convenience of the county and its inhabitants; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the danger of brush fires, grass fires, forest fires and structure fires 
in the State of New Mexico and especially Sierra County and the surrounding 
jurisdictions is high; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds, based upon current 
drought indices published by the national weather service and other information supplied 
by the United States forest service and New Mexico State Forestry that severe drought 
conditions affect the unincorporated areas of Sierra County; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners provide and declare a 
moratorium an open and controlled burning as detailed herein within the unincorporated 
area of the County; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the possibility of fire situations will severely tax current local, state 
and federal resources; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that there exists a danger 
to the public health, safety, and welfare of Sierra County. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND PROCLAIMED BY THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, THAT: 

 
Section 1.   The Board of County Commissioners hereby declares that Sierra County  
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is suffering from severe drought conditions and high fire hazard, which 
represents a significant immediately threat to the peace, safety, health and 
welfare of Sierra County. 

 
Section 2.   The following types of open burning shall be prohibited unless a  

permit is obtained from the County Emergency Services 
Administrator: 
A. Campfires ("Campfire" means a fire set for cooking, 

warming, or ceremonial purposes, which is not more than 
three feet in diameter by three feet high, and has had the 
ground five feet from the base of the fire cleared of all 
combustible material); 

B. Open fires; 
C. Open Burning, i.e., burning of croplands, fields, rangeland, 

debris burning, slash piles, prescribed burning, or weed 
burning is prohibited, except when all the following 
conditions are met: 

1. The cropland is irrigated;  
2. Burning is done with adequate planning;  
3. Adequate personnel are present to monitor and 

control the burn to ensure it does not become an 
uncontrolled fire;  

4. The burn area is secured from being 
uncontrolled at the end of daily operation; and 

5. At the beginning of each day, before ignition, 
the personal responsible for the burn notifies the 
County Emergency Services Administrator and 
follows all local burning guidelines and 
20.2.60.111 NMAC, Open Burning of 
Vegetative Material related to state air quality; 
and, 

D. Any other smoke producing substance and material that 
creates a fire safety hazard.  

 
Section 3.  REPEAL OF PREVIOUS ORDINANCE 

 
This Ordinance & Proclamation hereby replaces, repeals and supersedes 
all previous Ordinances and Proclamations regulating open fires and  
fireworks. 

 
Section 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE AND DURATION 

 
Pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-9 (C) (1997), the Board of County  
Commissioners hereby declares it is necessary for the public peace, health,  
safety and welfare that this Ordinance take effect immediately after 
passage. This Ordinance may be repealed by the Board or by a written  
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finding of the County Manager, after consultation with the Emergency 
Services Administrator, that conditions have improved to the point where 
this this Ordinance is no longer necessary.  

 
Section 5.  ENFORCEMENT 

 
The Sheriff’s Department of Sierra County and any other legally qualified 
law enforcement officer or any of their agents shall have the ability to 
enforce this Ordinance/Proclamation. 

 
Section 6.   PERMITS 

 
The Sierra County Emergency Services Administrator may issue burn 
permits to allow for controlled fires (any fire that is not a campfire) 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. and to allow for campfires 
at any time of the day if the conditions are determined to be safe by the 
Emergency Services Administrator.  The Emergency Services 
Administrator may grant or deny permits to burn based on the relative 
humidity, wind conditions and available county fire-department manpower 
in the area of the proposed burn.   The Emergency Services Administrator 
may place additional conditions on a burn permit based on the condition of 
the area to be burned and atmospheric conditions at the proposed burn 
time.  The permit may be revoked at any time by the Emergency Services 
Administrator if the conditions for a safe burn cease to exist.   

 
Section  7. PENALTIES 

 
Any violation of this Ordinance/Proclamation shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor and punishable by a fine of not more than three hundred 
dollars ($300) and/or up to 90 days in jail. 

 
Section 8. SEVERABILITY 
 

If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, 
provision or portion of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, 
sentence, clause, phrase or provision in this Ordinance/Proclamation is, for 
any reason, held to be unconstitutional, invalid or void, the remaining 
portion shall not be affected since it is the express intention of the Sierra 
County Board of County Commissioners to pass such article, section, 
subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or provision and every part 
thereof separately and independently from every other part. 
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Approved, Adopted, and Ordained this 17th day of March, 2026. 
 

 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

 
__________________________ 
JAMES PAXON, CHAIR 
 
 
__________________________    
HANK HOPKINS, VICE-CHAIR 
 
 
__________________________ 
SANDY JONES, COMMISSIONER 
 
  
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  
 


	AGENDA
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	A. Regular Meeting-February 17th, 2026

	CONSENT AGENDA
	A. Resolution No. 2026-20 AP
	B. Resolution No. 2026-21 Indigent Claims
	C. Claim of Exemption 26-001-Jacquez
	D. Right of Way Grant Renewal 

	PRESENTATIONS
	D. Sierra County Affordable Housing Presentation 

	BOARD OF FINANCE
	A. February 2026 Reconciliation 

	NEW BUSINESS
	A. Road Closure Request-NMSA
	B. Petition for Road Vacation VR26-001

	CONTRACTS-AGREEMENTS-PROCUREMENTS
	A. MOU between the Office of the Secretary of State and Sierra County 
	B. RFP# 2026-01-001 Contract-Approval

	RESOLUTIONS-ORDINANCES-PROCLAMATIONS
	A. Resolution No. 2026-22 Sierra County Road Miles 2026
	B. Resolution No. 2026-23 FY26-Budget Adjustment 
	C. Ordinance 2026-001 Burn Ordinance 


	Name of Applicant/Organization: New Mexico Spaceport Authority - Spaceport America
	Contact Person: Maja Perez
	Phone Number: 575-997-6808
	Email Address: maja.perez@spaceportamerica.com
	Mailing Address: 4605 Research Park Cir Las Cruces, NM 8801
	Name of Event: Unmanned aircraft test and Aerospace test
	Event Description: Test flights unmanned aircraft and test article drop
	Date(s) of Road Closure: April10, 17, 23, 24, 27, 28
	Time of Closure (start and end): 8am-3pm window (2 hours max)
	Start Time: 
	End Time: 
	Specific Road(s) to be Closed: A013
	Location/Exact Boundaries of Closure: A013@Engle & A013@or before county line 
	Estimated Number of Attendees: N/A
	Proposed Detour Route: HWY 25
	Emergency Plan: Spaceport Emergency Protocol and off site coordination with Sierra
	Emergency Plan Continued: County OEM if need arises by calling 911
	Traffic Control Plan: Sierra County Sheriff officers will be at each location shown on
	Traffic Control Plan Continued: map to assist with temporay closure
	Public Notification Plan: Rancher will be notified by Spaceport and all staff and
	Public Notification Plan Continued: tenants as needed
	Insurance and Liability Coverage Continued: 
	Insurance and Liability Coverage: Client responsibility
	Additional Resources Needed (if any): N/A
	Additional Resources Needed (if any) Continued: 
	Date: 03/06/2026
	Road A: Off
	Road A/C: Off
	Road D: Off
	Sheriff A: Off
	Sheriff A/C: Off
	Sheriff D: Off
	Manager A: Off
	Manager A/C: Off
	Manager D: Off
	Road Comments/Conditions: 
	Road Comments/Conditions Continued: 
	Sheriff Comments/Conditions: 
	Sheriff Comments/Conditions Continued: 
	Date of County Commission Meeting: 
	Additional Notes/Conditions: 
	Additional Notes/Conditions Continued: 


