
Sierra County Commission 

Sierra County Commission Chambers 
1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

Tuesday, May 26th, 2026 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO MEETING VIA: 
(http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068317226897) 

(https://www.youtube.com/@SierraCountyCommission) 

 

Call to Order: 10:00 AM Regular Meeting/Public Hearing 
 
Roll Call: James E. Paxon -Chairman  Amy Whitehead-Clerk 
  Hank Hopkins-Vice-Chair   Nance, Pato & Stout, LLC-Attorney 
  Sandy R. Jones-Commissioner  Amber Vaughn-County Manager 
 
Pledge Of Allegiance 
 
New Mexico State Flag Pledge-I salute the flag of the State of New Mexico and the Zia symbol of perfect 
friendship among united cultures.  
 
 Introduction of Guests  
 

I. Approval of Agenda: 
II. Public Hearing: 

A. Sierra County Affordable Housing Ordinance   
III. Approval of Minutes: 

A. Regular Meeting-April 21st, 2026 
IV. Public Comment: Limited to 3 Minutes 
V. Consent Agenda: 

A. Resolution No. 2026-30 Accounts Payable  
B. Resolution No. 2026-31 Indigent Claims 
C. Indigent Burial B2026-03 
D. Indigent Burial B2026-04 

VI. Presentations/Reports: 
A. Years of Service Awards  
B. Department Reports 
C. Schneider Electric Solar Project 

VII. Board of Finance: 
A. April 2026 Reconciliation 

VIII. Old Business:  
IX. New Business: 

A. Road Closure Request-New Mexico Spaceport Authority (June 2026)  
B. Request for Approval for the Purchase of a Pivot Air Breathing Air Compressor for the 

Arrey/Derry Volunteer Fire Department 
C. Request for Approval for Sierra County Road Department Infrastructure Placement 

Permit No. 2026-0526-01 
X. Contracts-Agreements-Procurements:  

A. CLLA JPA Amendment 
B. Hillsboro Community Center Management Agreement 
C. Road Maintenance Agreement with NMDOT for Maintenance of A013 

XI. Resolutions-Ordinances-Proclamations:  

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068317226897


A. Resolution No. 2026-32 Authorizing of a Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant and 
Confirming Compliance with Program Requirements for the Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan Update  

B. Resolution No. 2026-34 FY26-Budget Adjustment Resolution-CLLA 
C. Resolution No. 2026-33 FY26-Budget Adjustment Resolution  
D. Resolution No. 2026-35 Adopting FY27 Preliminary Budget  
E. Resolution No. 2026-36 Adopting FY27 Preliminary Budget for Sierra County Flood 

Commissioner  
F. Ordinance No. 2026-002 Sierra County Affordable Housing  

XII. Executive Session (Section 10-15 E thru H) : 
Pending and Threatened Litigation :  
A. Sierra County v. Pluma, LLC 

XIII. Open Session Actions from Executive Session: 
A. Direction to Staff Regarding Pluma Contract 
B. Direction to Staff Regarding Fairgrounds Improvements 

XIV. Adjourn 
 
 
 

Next proposed Scheduled Meeting: Regular Meeting, Tuesday, June 23rd, 2026, at 10:00 AM. Items 
for the agenda must be submitted to the Sierra County Administration Office no later than 5:00pm 
on the Monday the week before the meeting. 
 
If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language 
interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or 
meeting, please contact the Sierra County Manager, at 1712 N. Date Street, Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico 87901, phone (575) 894-6215 at least one (1) week prior to the meeting or as soon as 
possible.  Public documents, including the agenda and minutes, can be provided in various accessible 
formats. Please contact the Sierra County Manager if a summary or other type of accessible format 
is needed. 

 

  
 



 

 
SIERRA COUNTY COMMISSION 

                                          REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
April 21, 2026 
 

   
   

CALL TO ORDER:   10:00 am Regular Meeting  
 

The Sierra County Board of County Commissioners met in Regular Session 
at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at the Sierra County Commission 
Chambers, 1712 N Date St, Truth or Consequences, New Mexico. 
 

 ROLL CALL: 
 

 Commissioner Jim Paxon, Chairman 
            Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chair  
 Commissioner Sandy Jones, Member  
  
 Clerk of Board: Amy Whitehead 
          
 County Attorney: David Pato  
           
 County Manager: Amber Vaughn 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
NEW MEXICO STATE FLAG PLEDGE: 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
   
Monica Zepeda, Steve Mull-Sentinel, Patrick Flores, Tim Kuzdrowski, 
Jessica Pena, Ernie Armijo, Keith Whitney, Patrice Love, Ryan Williams, 
Kayce Edwards, Billy Neeley, Candace Chavez, Barbara Bencomo, Ricardo 
Moldonado, Maja Perez, Michael Wright, Bret Mullott, Louis Edwards, 
Michelle Atwell, Josie Holly, Arla Ertz, John Wilks, Chris Gardner, Jennie 
Sheppard, Shawna Hartley 
             

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
Commissioner Hopkins MOVED to approve the agenda as presented. 
Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
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A. Regular Meeting March 17, 2026 
 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve the minutes as presented.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes.  
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT: LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES 
 
            John Wilks spoke against the Spaceport and expressed his concern that it has   
            Never benefited Sierra County and there are too many Federal taxes. 
 
             
IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
A.  Resolution No. 2026-24 Accounts Payable 
B.  Resolution No. 2026-25 Indigent Claims 

   C.  Lodgers tax board fund recommendation for Kingston Ghost Town 
Museum 

    
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented in one motion.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  
Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 

V. PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS: 
 
A. Years of Service awards 
B. Department Reports 
C. Black Fire Recovery, Phase 1 EA 
D. Opioid Remediation Collaborative 
E. FY26-3rd Quarter Budget Report for 2026/2027 Budget 
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the FY 26 Budget as 
presented.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
F. Patillo, Brown, & Hill LLC-FY25 Audit Report 
G. Sierra County Assessor annual report for 2026/2027 budget  

 
 

VI. BOARD OF FINANCE: 
 

A.  March 2026 Reconciliation 
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Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the March 
Reconciliation as presented.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  
Motion carried with Commissioners District 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

N/A 
 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Road Closure request-NM Spaceport Authority (May) 

 
       Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve Road Closure as presented.       
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 

 
 

IX.  CONTRACT-AGREEMENTS-PROCUREMENTS 
 

A. MOU between the New Mexico Department of Health and Sierra Co. 
 

      Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the MOU as presented.  
Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner 
Districts 1-2-3 voting yes 

 
 
B. USFS & Sierra Law Enforcement Agreement 26-LE-11030600-063 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve Agreement as presented.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried 
with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
C. RFP#2026-03-011 for annual financial audit services-Contract award 
to Patillo, Brown & Hill, LLP 

 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve RFP as presented.  Commission 
Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Motion carried with 
Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
  

X. RESOLUTIONS – ORDINANCES – PROCLAMATIONS 
 

A. Resolution No. 2026-26 FY26 Budget Amendment 
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Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve Resolution No. 2026-
26 as presented.  Commissioner Jones SECONDED the motion.  Motion 
carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
B. Resolution No. 2026-27 Accepting and Approving the FY 2024-25 
Audit 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve Resolution No. 2026-27 as 
presented.  Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  
Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
C. Resolution # 2026-28 Supporting Country of Origin Labeling for beef 
 
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve Resolution No. 2026-
27 as presented.  Commission Chair Paxon SECONDED the motion.  Motion 
carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
D. Resolution No. 2026-29 Confirming Sierra County to participate in 
the NM Department of Transportation Project Fund call for projects. 

 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to approve Resolution No. 2026-29 as 
presented.  Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  
Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 
 
E. Proclamation Declaring May 2026 as Motorcycle Awareness Month in 
Sierra County.  

 
          Commission Vice Chair Hopkins MOVED to approve the 
Proclamation as presented.  Commission Chair Paxon SECONDED the 
motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Districts 1-2-3 voting yes. 

 
C. EXECUTIVE SESSION SECTION (10-15-E thru H): 

Pending and Threatened Litigation; 
 
A. County of Sierra v. Pluma 

 
   Commission Vice-Chair Hopkins  MOVED to go into Executive Session for 

Personnel, Real Estate, Pending and Threatened Litigation.  Commissioner 
Jones SECONDED the motion. Roll call vote was taken with all 
Commissioners present voting yes.   

 
                
            
XI. OPEN SESSION ACTIONS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
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Commissioner Jones MOVED to come back into Regular Session.  
Commission Vice Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.  Roll call vote was 
taken, with all Commissioners present voting yes. 
 
A. Commissioner Jones moved to direct Attorney Pato and Manager 
Vaughn to put Puma Construction on Notice of default and to inform the 
Commission of next steps. 
 

 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT REGULAR SIERRA COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEETING:  
 
The date and time of the next Regular Sierra County Commission Meeting 
has been scheduled for Tuesday May 26, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. at the Sierra 
County Commission Chambers 1712 N. Date Street Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico. 
 
Commissioner Jones MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Commission Vice 
Chair Hopkins SECONDED the motion.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commission 
Chair Paxon adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Dated this 21st day of April 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
 ________________________________________________________ 
 Commissioner James E. Paxon, Chairman 
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 ________________________________________________________ 

Commissioner Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chairman 
 
________________________________________________________ 
Commissioner Sandy Jones, Member 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Amy Whitehead, County Clerk 
 
 

   
 



Slile of New Merico County of Sierra

575-E94-6215

575-891-6215

Sundt R Jon$

575-E94-6215

Amy Whitehead
Coulq Cle*
575-891-2810

Candace Chayez
Coun0: freasurcr

575-894-3521

575-89,t-2589

Probale Judge
s7s-740-1900

l7l2 N. Date, Suite D
Ttulh ot Consequences, New Merico 87901

4mbet Vaughn, Counq, Monager
5 75-E91-62 I 5 tuite 5 7 5-E9t-9 51E ltlt

Counq ShetV
s75-E94-9t50

RESOLUTION N0.2026.30
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS THROUGH THE PERIOD
BEGINNING APRIL 1ST, 2026

AND
ENDING APRIL 3()TH, 2026

WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
MEETING IN REGULAR PUBLIC SESSION ON MAY 261H,2026 DESIRES TO PROVIDE FOR THE
EQUITABLE AND REASONABLE PAYENT OF CLAIMS DUE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE, AND;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT CLAII/S, PURCHASE VOUCHERS AND WARRANTS
DETAILED AND ATTACHED HERETO, PAYABLE FROM THE VARIOUS FUNDS, IN THE Ai'OUNT OF

$1,110,212.82 ARE PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON THIS 26TH DAY OF MAY, 2026,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

ATTEST: JAMES PAXON, COIVMISSIONER

HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER

NEW MEXICO
SIERRA COUN

AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Sierra County, New Mexico 

Resolution No. 2026-31 
 

Indigent Claims 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners has received Indigent Hospital and Medical 
Claim request for those persons unable to make proper restitution for Medical Services in the amount of 
$3,377.71 
 
WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of Commissioners desire to provide for the equitable and 
reasonable payment of claims, and; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sierra County Board of Commissioners hereby approve 
payment to those Indigent Hospital Claims in the amount of: 
 

Sole Community Providers in the amount of $3,377.71 
 
To be deducted from the proper funds appropriated in the 2025-2026 FY Budget. May 26th, 2026 
 
      Board of County Commissioners   
      Sierra County, NM 
   
            
      JAMES E PAXON, CHAIRMAN  
 
            
Attest:      HANK HOPKINS, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 
            
AMY WHITEHEAD    SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 
SIERRA COUNTY CLERK 
 
 
SIERRA COUNTY INDIGENT HEALTH CARE 
 
 
 
 
 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 

Amy Whitehead 
County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 
 

Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



RESOLUTION NO.  2026-31 
 
 
 
CLAIMS APPROVED FOR  $3,377.71 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VENDOR#   NAME      TOTAL   AMOUNT 
         CLAIMS  
  
2775   LUNA COUNTY DETENTION CENTER       1  $2,345.00 
2853   MIMBRES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL       1  $382.44 
3281   SIERRA VISTA HOSPITAL          3  $456.04 
5614   VIDA THERAPY GROUP         1  $194.23 



©IHS Source Totals Report
Issued 05/20/26 County Of Sierra

Batch Dates 05/26/2026 through 05/26/2026
For Vendor: All Vendors

Source Description Amount Billed Amount Paid

01 Jail - Physician Services 283.00 194.23
02 Jail - In House Inmate Service 2,345.00 2,345.00
05 Jail - Lab/X-Ray 7,847.21 838.48

Expenditures 10,475.21 3,377.71
Reimb/Adjustments

Grand Total 10,475.21 3,377.71

Source Totals Report Detail
Invoice # Source DOS Amount Billed Amount Paid

23456*5614*1 01 04/30/2026 200.00 143.05
23456*5614*1 01 04/30/2026 83.00 51.18

1 invoices, 2 line items 283.00 194.23

INMATE*2775*90 02 09/27/2025 890.00 890.00
INMATE*2775*90 02 09/25/2025 490.00 490.00
INMATE*2775*90 02 09/27/2025 965.00 965.00

1 invoices, 3 line items 2,345.00 2,345.00

14108*3281*3 05 03/18/2026 1,153.00 176.25
38721*3281*2 05 03/11/2026 1,153.00 176.25
38721*3281*1 05 03/11/2026 3.00 0.00
38721*3281*1 05 03/11/2026 697.00 103.54
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 49.87 13.25
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 546.46 12.67
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 340.90 74.57
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 132.27 9.32
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 1,999.13 176.25
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 400.66 53.10
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 384.06 34.08
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 6.88 0.60
21907*2853*2 05 03/26/2026 980.98 8.60

4 invoices, 13 line items 7,847.21 838.48

Grand Totals 10,475.21 3,377.71

6 invoices listed.
18 line items listed.



NEW MEXICO
SIERRA COUNSlate of New Merico

{m! tvhitehe d
Coun| Cle
s75-E9t-2610

Condace Chava

575-E94--1521

Countj ,lssesso,'
575-E91-25E9

Ptobdte Judge
575-710-1900

-9r*2;ffilc e o n e itor]es s i c a Pe fr a

Counfit of Sierra

575-E94-62t 5

575-E91-62t 5

Sand! Jones

575-E94-62t5

I712 N. Date, Suire D
Trulh or Consequences, New Mexico 87901

Joshuo Ba*ea
Counq Shetdf
575-E91-9t S0

Arnber l/aughh, Co.tnly Manoger
57 S-E91-62 I 5 wice 5 7 5-E9t-9 S1t ler

May l9th, 2026

Jessica Pefla
l7l2 Date St.
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901

RE: Cremation Approval-Michael Davis B2026-03

Dear Ms. Pefra:

Mr. Davis passed while living in his broken down vehicle on his friend's prope(y in
Williamsburg. NM. According to his friend, Mr. Davis has no next of kin. and his finances are
unknown. A search was conducted through the Motor Vehicle Division and the Assessor Oflfice.
which revealed no assets registered in his name.

Given these circumstances, I recommend that Siena County assume responsibility for the cost of
cremation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Ifyou have any questions or require further
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you,

Mon a

Erecutive Assistant

of tVla<* vr*Jl4i,Approved on day //74
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STERRA CREMATORI, LLC

May 12,2026

Amber Vaughn, Sierra County Manager
County of Sierra
l7l2 N. Date Street- Suite D
Truth or Consequences. NM 87901

RE: Indigent Claim For: Michael Davis
Date of Death: May 8.2026

Dear Ms. Vaughn:

We have attached an Application for Indigent Burial for Mr. Michael Davis. Mr. Davis died while
living in his broken-down van on a friend's property in Williamsburg, NM. According to his
friend. Mr. Davis did not have any next of kin, and his finances are unknown. We have been
unable to make contact with anyone willing to take financial responsibility for his cremation.

The Office of the Medical Examiner will issue the Cremation Permit to us free of charge for
Indigent Cases as long as we send them documentation from your office that the case has been
approved.

We will appreciate all your eftbrts and thank you for your consideration and help with regard to
the County of Sierra's approval for this Indigent Burial Claim.

Sincerel

Rebe aS Gen
FI]NERAL HOME. INC.KI o r,

Enclosure

3og j|f. Cedar St.
?.O. tsox D2
'frtth or Corcequzn es, 1{M 87got
ftkyhone
bzd asa'zsza
fa$imi-[e
G7 894-68ts



SIERRA COUNTY INDIGENT BURIAL
APPLICATION AND DECLARATION STATEMENT

Check No.

Michael Davis

Approved Date

Denied

May 8, 2026 Kirikos mlF lv Funeral Home, lnc.a

Name of Deceased

05/1.61L958

Date of Death Applicant

Social Security s Date of BirthDate of Birth
15304 Highway 187

Address

Williamsburg NM

City State
i + +Please Circle* + *

Sierra County Resident? (YE!yNO

lf YES, how long? Unknown

Social Securlty #

Previous Residence

DO YOU HAVE INSURANCE? YES/NO

IF YES, NAME OF INSURANCE COMPANY

Name of Nearest Living Relative

No Nert of Kin come forword Have Medicare or Medicaid?

Address of Nearest Living Relative

WAS DEATH AS A RESULT OF ACCIDENT OR INJURY? IF YES, EXPLAIN

IS THERE ANY LEGAL ACTION PENDING AS RESULT OF ACCIDENT OR INJURY? YES/NO IFYES, EXPLAIN

HOW MUCH CASH DID DECEDENT HAVE? S 5 5

ON HAND

NAME OF BANK OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

SAVINGS CHECKING

DID DECEDENT OWN oT RENT A HOME? VALUE BAL. OWED S

IF DECEDENT WAS RENTING, NAME AND ADDESS OF LANDTORD?

DID DECEDENT OWN ANY REAL ESTATE? YES/NO IF YES, DESCRIBE REAL ESTATE, VALUE, BALANCE OWED AND

LOCATION

WHAT IS THE APPROXIMATE VALUE OF DECEDENT,S HOUSEHOLD GOODS?

DESCRIBE ANY OTHER MAJOR ASSETS (ITEMS OF VALUE OWNED BY DECEDENT)-

VERIFIED BY

s

INCOME TAX RETURN:

FOR INDIGENT CLAIMS OFFICE USE ONLY

EMPLOYMENT:

RESIDENCY:

ASSESSOR:

RENT:

Amount_



VEHICLE(5) OWNED BY DECEDENT

1.

MODEL

s

s

VALUE BATANCE

2

MAKE

NUM BER OF DEPENDANTS?

MONTHLY INCOME

MODEL VALUE BALANCE

SOURCE OF DECEDENT'S GROSS

s

SOURCE OF DECEDENT'S GROSS

WAGES STILL OWED DECEDENT

DEBTS AMD MONTHLY COMMITMENTS:

PAYMENTSTO: BALANCE AMOUNT

GROSS

PAYMENTS TO

NAME NEXT OF KIN AND ADDRESS

s

s

NET

S

S

s

NET

NET

BALANCE AMOU NT

NEAREST FRIEND AND ADDRESS:

ARE ANY OF THE ABOVE ABLE TO ASSIST FINANCIALLY?

I HEREBY AUTHORIZE RELEASE OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE STATEMENT TO THE COUNTY OF SIERRA:

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE READ THIS APPLICATION AND SWEAR THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN IT IS TRUE TO THE

BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

I, UNDERSTAND THAT Att INFORMATION ON THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO INVESTIGATION

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I AM UNABTE TO PAY FOR THE COST OF BURIAL IN THE AMOUNT OF S- AND

QUALIFY UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE BURIAL OF INDIGENTS. ANY FALSE STATEMENTS ON THIS FORM MADE

KNOWINGLY BY ME CONSTITUTES A FELONY AND COULD RESULT IN A PRISON SENTENCE AND/OR FIN E.

DATED THIS

APPTICANT

STATE OF NEW MEXICO)

)ss.

COUNTY OF SIERRA )

SUBSCRIBED TO AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS DAY OF

NOTARY PUBLIC (SEAT)

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

DAY OF

20

20

SIERRA COUNTY INDIGENT BURIAL
APPLICATION AND DECLARATION STATEMENT

MAKE



SIERRA CREMATORY, LLC.
P. O. Box 1 12 - 303 Cedar Street
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
TELEPHONE - 575 / 894-2574

AUTHORIZATION FOR CREMATION

Date ofDeath: MAY 8,2026

FAX 575 / 89+6815 Crmatory ID #_
The undersigned hereby authorizcs_!!p@!Q!!!!!fQ!f-!!Q. to cremate th€ remains ot

MICHAEL DAVIS May 8,2026
First Name Middle Last Datc of Death

xx

That he/she has the lepal rieht to authorize and direct the
cremation. interment and/6r diso-osition of said remains and asrees
to hold the above Crematorv ind Kirikos Fumilv Funeral rtme.
/nc.. its ofTicers, agens and'employees harmless-ftom any and all
loss, costs, or damages it or they may suffer or incur by reason of
acting upon the order and authorization set forth.

That the remains delivered to the crematory are those only of the
deceased named herein.

That the body will be delivered in a suitable, rigid container.

That the Office of the Medical Investigator's signed Cremation
Permit will accompany the body.

That the deceased has not had a pacemaker implanted or radiation-
producing implant device or any other life-sustaining device that
could be explosive. Or. if such a device exists. he/she agrees lo
have the Funeral Director or others remove it before cremation.
He/she also understands that in the event of failure to notifi/ the
Funeral Director or others responsible for the removal of'such
device, he/she will be liable_for any damages to the Crematory or
rnJury to crematory personnel.

That ALL non-combustible materials delivered with the bodv will
NOT b€ retumed with the cremated remains. but will beconle the
property oi and be disposed ofby the crematory.

I understand that if it is the intention to save ANY items it is my
responsibility to remove them before cremation.

The undersigned understands the cremated remains (hereafter
referred to as the cremains) are bone fiagments which will be
pulverized to permit their placement in an um or other container.
ln the event the capacity ofthe urn other conlainer is insuflicient to
accommodate all of the cremains, the Crematory is hereby
authorized to make disposilion of the remaining cremains at its
discretion, unless otherwise instructed in \+Titing by the
undersigned.

Thot oll chorcas or" to ba oaid bcforc crctnotid con occur.

It is the responsibility ol the family, NOT the Crematory or
Funeral Home to make sure all required signatures are
provided. lt is also the responsibility ofthe family, to notiry
Kiriluts Fanilv Funeral Home, /nc. whenever any of the
information provided changes prior to death.

lfu***er- l7l2N. Date, T. orc.,NM 87901

That the SIERRA CREMATORY, LLC, will perform
cremation of the body and no warranties expressed or implied
are made, and damages shall be limited to the fee paid.

When cremating, the SIERRA CREMATORY, LLC, will
exercise reasonable efforts in keeping cremated remains
separate. However, because it is impossible to guarantee or
warrant that some bone particles or the residue of one
cremation could not possibly be mixed with those of another
cremation, I specifically give express permission for:

A) The cremation to take place including incidental or
inadvertent commingling of the cremains with
residue of prior cremations.

B) The processing of the cremains including crushing
or grinding and incidental commingling ofthe
cremains with residue from processing other cremains.

lf the undersigned authorized the Mortuary or Crematory to
deliver the cremains via Prioritv Exoress Mail. he/she does
hereby agree to assume all liability for any damages that may
arise from any cause $owing out of said delivery and to
indemnifu and hold harmless the Mortuary/Crematory and
Funeral Director ftom any and all claims relating to said
shipment. A mailing fee will be charged for packaging, Priority
Mail Express Postage, and mailing to any location within the
Continental United States. tt is further agreed that if no final
arrangements are completed after (l) year following the
cremation the cremains will be disposed of in a lawful manner
without identification by Kirikos Family Funeral Home, lnc.

Relationship Address

Relationship Address

Relationship Address

I II}]R1]B} ACK\O\I'I,I]DGf, Rf(][IPT Ot'THE ABO\'}: ('RO}'AI\

Frt'a.n-<
D, €./?.

Datc

Signature Datc

Signatu.e Datc

KIRIKOS FAMILY FUNERAL HOME, INC.

FtTNf,RAL DTRECToR REBECCA S. GENTRY rsp 970

Signature Date



MVD

o tNISULTS

Motor Vehicle I nformation Search Results

Your search for "davis , michael" did not return any results.

Copyright O MVD New Mexico 2019-2026



NEW MEXICO
SIERRACOUNState of New Mexico

Amt |t'hitelPad
Coa ! CleA
s75-t94-281t)

Coadoce Cha.va
Cou,u! Treosuae,

575-E94-3524

CountJ Assessor
s75-E94-25E9

Probate Judg?
575-710-1900

Counly of Sierrt

575-894-62t 5

Comnissionet
s7s-891-62t5

Sotdy Jones

575-894-62 t 5

l7l2 N. Date, Suite D
Truth or Consequences, New Me-rico 87901

Coun\ SherV
575-89J-9t50

A ber l/aughn, Counry Maloger
5 75-E91-62 I S toice 5 75-891-9 st& IL\

May 19th,2026

Jessica Pefla
1712 Date St.
Truth or Consequences. NM 87901

RE: Cremation Approval-Pilar Baltazar Sanchez Estrello B2026-04

Dear Ms. Pefia:

Mr. Sanchez Estrello passed away on May 08, 2026, as a resident of Paloma Springs Nursing
Home, in Sierra County. According to the facility staff. Mr. Sanchez Estrello has no next of kin,
and no assets to cover his own cremation. A search was conducted through the Motor Vehicle
Division and the Assessor Office. which revealed no assets registered in his name.

Given these circumstances, I recommend that Sierra County assume responsibility lor the cost of
cremation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions or require further
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you.

Moni epeda
Executive Assistanl

4
e Direclor. Jessica Pefla

Approved on / llL day ofMatX- vearyfufulz



FAMILY TUNERAI, HoME, INC

SIERRA CREMATORY, LLC

May 12,2026

Amber Vaughn, Sierra County Manager
County of Sierra
1712 N. Date Street. Suite D
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901

RE: Indigent Claim For: Pilar Baltazar Sanchez Estrello
Date of Death: May 8,2026

Dear Ms. Vaughn:

We have attached an Application for Indigent Burial for Mr. Pilar Baltazar Sanchez Estrello for
your approval. Mr. Sanchez Estrello died at Paloma Springs Nursing Home. According to facility
staff, Mr. Sanchez Estrello has no next of kin, and no assets to cover his own cremation.

The Office of the Medical Examiner will issue the Cremation Permit to us free of charge for
Indigent Cases as long as we send them documentation from your office that the case has been

approved.

We will appreciate all your efforts and thank you for your consideration and help with regard to
the County of Sierra's approval for this Indigent Burial Claim.

Sincerel

Rebe

KIRI
aS en

OS FAMI FTINERAL HOME. INC

Enclosure

Jq f{, Cedar St.
?.O. tsox tt2
(t'uth or consequetrces, !{M 87got
futeyhonz
G7d 894-zsz4

faxsimi.fe
G7d 8s4-681s



SIERRA COUNTY INDIGENT BURIAL
APPLICATION AND DECLARATION STATEMENT

Pilar Baltazar Sanchez Estrello 5 6 Kirikos Family Funeral Home, lnc.

Name of Deceased

L1.lL2/1953

Date of Birth
1400 N. Silver Street

Address

Truth or Consequences

City State
***Please Circle* * *

Sierra County Resident? (YESyNO

lf YES, how long? Unknown

Approved Date

Denied

Date of Death Applicant

Social Security # Date of Birth Social Security #

Previous Residence

NM

DO YOU HAV€ INSURANCE? YES/NO

IF YES, NAME OF INSURANCE COMPANY

15 THERE ANY LEGAL ACTION PENDING AS RESULT OF ACCIDENT OR INJURY? YES/NO IFYES, EXPLAIN

HOW MUCH CASH DID DECEDENT HAVE? S- S

ON HAND

NAME OF BANK OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

s

SAVINGS CHECKING

DID DECEDENT OWN or RENT A HOME? VATUE

IF DECEDENT WAS RENTING, NAME AND AODESS OF LANDLORD?

DID DECEDENT OWN ANY REAL ESTATE? YES/NO IF YES, DESCRIBE REAL ESTATE, VALUE, BALANCE OWED AND

LOCATION

WHAT IS THE APPROXIMATE VALUE OF DECEDENT'S HOUSEHOLD GOODS?

DESCRIBE ANY OTHER MAJOR ASSETS (ITEMS OF VALUE OWNED BY DECEDENT)-

VERIFIED BY

s BAt. OWED S

INCOME TAX RETURN:

FOR INDIGENT CLAIMS OFFICE USE ONLY

EMPLOYMENT

RESIDENCY:

ASSESSOR:

RENT

Check No._
Amount

Name of Nearest Living Relative

No Next of Kin came folward Have Medicare or Medicaid?

Address of Nearest Living Relative

WAS DEATH AS A RESUTT OF ACCIDENT OR INJURY? IFYES,EXPLAIN



VEHICLE(S) OWNED BY DECEDENT

1.

MAKE MODE L

s

s

BALANCE

MAKE

NUMBER OF DEPENDANTS?

MONTHTY INCOME

MODEL VATUE BALANCE

SOURCE OF DECEDENT'S

SOURCE OF DECEDENT'S

WAGES STILL OWED DECEDENT

DEBTS AMD MONTHLY COMMITMENTS:

PAYMENTSTO: BALANCE AMOUNT

NAME NEXT OF KIN AND ADDRESS:

GROSS

s

S

S

NET

s

s

s

GROSS NET

GROSS

PAYMENTS TO

NET

BALANCE AMOUNT

NEAREST FRIEND AND ADDRESS

ARE ANY OF THE ABOVE ABIE TO ASSIST FINANCIALLY?

I HEREBY AUTHORIZE RELEASE OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE STATEMENT TO THE COUNTY OF SIERRA:

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE READ THIS APPLICATION AND SWEAR THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN IT 15 TRUE TO THE

BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

I, UNDERSTAND THAT ALt INFORMATION ON THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO INVESTIGATION

lHEREBYcERTlFYTHATlAMUNABLEToPAYFoRTHEcoSToFBURlAtlNTHEAMoUNToFS-AND
QUALIFY UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE BURIAT OF INDIGENTS. ANY FA6E STATEMENTS ON THIS FORM MADE

KNOWINGLY BY ME CONSTITUTES A FELONY AND COULD RESULT IN A PRISON SENTENCE AND/OR FINE.

APPLICANT

STATE OF NEW MEXICO)

)SS.

COUNTYOFSIERRA )

SUBSCRIBED TO AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS DAY OF

NOTARY PUBLIC (SEAL}

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

20

SIERRA COUNTY INDIGENT BURIAL
APPLICATION AND DECLARATION STATEMENT

VALUE

2.

DATED THIS 

-DAY 
OF- 20-



SIEKRA CREMATORY, LLC.
P. O. Box 1 12 - 303 Cedar Streer
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
TELEPHONE - 575 / 894-2574
FAX 575/8946815

AUTHORIZATION FOR CREMATION

Pglg 61Drsg163 MAY 8,2026

Crematory tD f _

May 8,2026

The undersigned hereby author izes SIERRA CREMATORY LLC. to cremste the remains ofi

PILAR SANCHEZ ESTRELLO

xx . z1 .,t
/4?--

Fieu<
6-. /?.

Datc

Signature Datc

Signaturc Datc

First Name Middle Last

It is the resDonsibiliw of the familv- NOT the Crematorv or
Funeral Hohe to ri.rake sure al[ required signatures- are
provided. lt is also the responsibility ofthe family, lo notiry
Kiri*os Family Funeral Home, 1nc, whenever any of the
information provided changes prior to death.

loru
f County Manager - l7l2 N. Date, T. or C.. NM 87901

Date of Death

That the SIERRA CREMATORY, LLC, will perform
cremation of the body and no warranties expressed or implied
are made, and damages shall be limited to the fee paid.

When cremating, the SIERRA CREMATORY, LLC, will
exercise reasonable efforts in keeping cremated remains
separate. However, because it is impossible to guarantee or
warrant that some bone particles or the residue of one
cremation could not possibly be mixed with those of another
cremation, I specifically give express permission for:

A) The cremalion to take place including incidental or
inadvertent commingling of lhe cremains with
residue of prior cremations.

B) The processing ofthe cremains including crushing
or grinding and incidental commingling ofthe
cremains with residue fiom processing other cremains.

If the undersigned authorized the Mortuary or Crematory to
deliver the cremains via Prioritv Exoress Mail. he/she does
hereby agree to assume all liability for any damages that may
arise Iiom any cause gowing oul of said delivery and to
indemnifo and hold harmless the Mortuary/Crematory and
Funeral Director fiom any and all claims relating to said
shipment. A mailing fee will be charged for packaging, Priority
Mail Express Postage, and mailing to any location within the
Continental United States. It is further agreed that if no final
arrangements are completed after (l) year following the
cremation the cremains will be disposed of in a lawful manner
without identificationby Kirikos Fonily Funeral Home, lnc.

Relationship Address

Rclationship Address

Relationship Address

I IIEREBI ACICr'O!*'I-EDGE R[('IIPI' OF TtIE ABO\'}] ('RE}IAIT

Signature Date

BALTAZAR

(wr6,,"

KIRIKOS FAMILY FT]NERAL HOME, INC.

FUNERAL DTRECToR REBECCA S. GENTRY FSp 970

That he/she has the legal right to authorize and direct the
cremation, interment and.ior dispbsition of said remains and agrees
to hold the above Crematorv and Kirikos Fomilv Funeral Hom,t
12c.. ils ofTicers, agenr and'employees harmless'from any and all
loss, costs. or damages it or they may suffer or incur by reason of
acting upon the order and authorization set fonh.

That the remains delivered to the crematory are those only of the
deceased named herein.

That the body will b€ delivered in a suitable, rigid container.

That the Office of the Medical Investigator's signed Cremation
Permit will accompany the body.

That the deceased has not had a oacemaker imDlanted or radiation-
producing implant device or any other life-sJstaining device that
could be explosive. Or. if such a device exists. he/she agrees to
have the Funeral Director or others remove il before cremation.
He/she also understands that in the event of failure to norifo the
Funeral Director or others responsible for the removal of-such
device, he/she will be liable for any damages to the Crematory or
injury to crematory personnel.

That ALL non-combustible materials delivered with the bodv will
NOT be retumed with the cremated remains. but will beconie the
property ol and be disposed ofby the crematory.

I understand (hat if it is the intention to save ANY items it is mv
responsibility to remove them before cremation.

The undersigned understands the cremated remains (hereafter
referred to as the cremains) are bone fragments which will be
oulverized to Dermit fieir olacement in an um or other container.
ln the event the capacity ofthe um other container is insufIIcient to
accommodate all of the cremains, the Crematory is hereby
authorized to make disposition of the remaining cremains at is
discretion. unless otherwise instructed in writing by the
undersigned.

Thot oll charcas ora to ba Doid baforc crcmofion cor occur.
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Instructions: 
Please complete all sections of this form and submit it to the County Manager’s Office. All 
requests will need to be approved by the County Commission. Forms are due to the County 
Manager’s Office by the Monday prior to the scheduled Commission Meeting. Incomplete forms 
may delay the review process. 
 
SECTION 1:APPLICANT INFORMATION  
 
Name of Applicant/Organization:___________________________________________________ 
Contact Person:________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:________________________ 
Email Address:________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
SECTION 2:EVENT DETAILS 
 
Name of Event:_________________________________________________________________ 
Event Description:______________________________________________________________ 
Date(s) of Road Closure:_________________________________________________________ 
Time of Closure (Start and End): 
 Start Time:______________________________________________________________ 
 End Time:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

State of New Mexico  County of Sierra 
Amy Whitehead 

County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

 

 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

 
Candace Chavez 

County Treasurer 
575-894-3524 

 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

 
Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 
 

Sandy R Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

 
Tom Pestak 

Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 

Joshua Baker 
County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

 
 Amber Vaughn, County Manager 

575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 
 
 
 
 
 
 

County Road Closure Request Form 
 

 

 



SECTION 3:ROAD CLOSURE DETAILS 
 
Specific Road(s) to be Closed:_____________________________________________________ 
Location/Exact Boundaries of Closure:______________________________________________ 
Estimated Number of Attendees:___________________________________________________ 
 
SECTION 4:TRAFFIC AND SAFETY PLAN (Please attached documentation) 
 
Proposed Detour Route:__________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Plan:________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Traffic Control Plan:_____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SECTION 5:ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS(Please attach documentation) 
 
Public Notification Plan:__________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Insurance and Liability Coverage:__________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional Resources Needed (if any):_______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SECTION 6:SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I am responsible for complying with all conditions se by 
the County and understand that failure to comply may result in additional cost or denial of future 
requests.  
 
 
Signature of Applicant:______________________________ 
 
Date:________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 7:FOR COUNTY USE ONLY 
 
Road Department Review 
Recommendation:  Approved  Approved with Conditions  Denied 
Comments/Conditions:___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sheriff’s Department Review 
Recommendation:  Approved  Approved with Conditions  Denied 
Comments/Conditions:___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
County Manager’s Office Use Only 
Date of County Commission Meeting:_________________ 
County Commission Decision   Approved   Approved with Conditions 
 Denied  
Additional Notes/Conditions: ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Approved by County Commission on:____________________ 
 
Signature of County Manager:____________________________ 
     Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
Date:________________ 
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4605 Research Park Circle, Suite A • Las Cruces, NM 88001 • P (575) 267-8500 • www.spaceportamerica.com 

Insurance. Customer must carry comprehensive general liability insurance or, alternatively, 
will provide suf�icient proof of self-insurance, for advertising liability, premises liability 
contractual liability and products/completed operations of no less than one million dollars 
combined single limit per occurrence and in the aggregate as respects products. Customer will 
also procure and maintain policies of insurance for bodily injury, including death, property 
damage, and vehicle liability insurance for all vehicles used in its operation at, to, or from, the 
Spaceport, in amounts not less than one million dollars per occurrence. Said policies of 
insurance will include coverage for premises, activities off premises and operations involving 
the Mission and Customer’s contractual liability to the Authority under this Agreement. 
Contractual liability coverage will speci�ically insure Indemni�ication provisions of this 
Agreement to the maximum extent possible consistent with the conditions and exclusions of 
the policy. Customer shall furnish a certi�icate of insurance for these polices to Authority upon 
request. The insurance coverage required hereunder shall name the following as additional 
insured parties: 

New Mexico 
Spaceport 
Authority 4605 
Research Park 
Circle Suite A Las 
Cruces, NM 88001 
575-267-8500 

State Land Office/Commissioner of Public Lands 

P.O. Box 1148 
Santa Fe 
NM 
87504-
1148 505-
827-5760 

The amounts of insurance required in this Section are minimums only; the Authority will be 
entitled to the full benefit and protection of any higher dollar amount of coverage stated in an 
insurance policy actually carried by Customer. The insurance requirements set forth in this 
Agreement will not be construed as a representation by the Authority that the satisfaction of 
such requirements will be sufficient to protect Customer. 
 
 













Permit Number: 2atG - o5A6-Ot
Date Issued

Date Permit Expires:

Aoolicant Name: Garfield MDWC & MSWA
Contact Person (if Aoplicant is a Company) Ronald Garay/ Dusty Bamett

PO Box 129
Garlield, NM 87936

Applicant Phone Number: 515-267 4090
Emergency Contact or Job Site
Phone Number:

s75-650-5 l 34, 575-650-5 1 33

Affected Sierra County Road Number: Chile Plant Rd

Location of Affected Road North of Arrey

Length of trenching and/or boring required
(ft) (if applicable):

6 feet

Depth of trenching and/or bonng
required (n.) (at least 24 in. minimum):

36 inches

Orientation/description of excavation to
roadway (crossing or parallel, subsurface
or overhead):

Across approximalely t/t of road,way

Type of Infrastructuerut ity Water service line

Begrnning Datc flor I nfrastructure
Placcmcnt:

As soon as possible

Estimated Length ol Prqcct Time I week

SIERRA COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT
INFRASTRUCTURE PLACEMENT PERMIT

Applicant Address

The Applicant or the Applicant's authorized representative hereby sgrees to the following
conditions:

l. Applicanl agrces to repair and replace the road surface disturbed by the project to al least

the quality of the surface prior to the projcct.

2. Applicant agrees to adequately compact and smooth the road surface immediately upon

completior of the proj ect.

3. Applicant agrecs to conduct the projerl in a manner so that one (l) lane of though-traffic
is available on the roadway at all times, unless advance special permission is obtained for complete
closure.



4. Applicant agrees to provide a safety control plan, traffic control plan, and adequately mark
the proJect and notify the public using the affected roadway of work in progress.

5. Appticarl agrees to bury any cable or other infrastructure a minimum depth of twenty-four
inches (24") or as per plan.

5. Applicant agre€s to put of barriers ald warning devices and to light the work in progres
so as to wam the public using the affected roadu,ay of ary danger.

7. Applicant agrees to indcmnify and hold harmless the County for any claim or liability of any
kind whatsoever. which arises out of thc usc of this permit.

8. Applicant, and Applicant's heirs and assigns, understand and accept that this permit in no
way conveys any property interest to Applicant or Applicant's heirs and assigns, beyond simple
permission to use a County Road in the manner specified in this Permit.

9. Applicant, and Applicant's heirs and assigns, understand and accept that this permit does not
provide any guarantee or otherwise warrant the condition of the County's titlc to any particular
easement or county Road.

10. The location aud./or duration of this permit may not be changed without pdor express

approval to the County.

I l. Applcant understands and accepts responsibility for all expenses dfectly or indirectly
incurred by the County related to permitting the use of County right-of-way by utilities or
persons, including but not limited to. the costs of mapping, managing, and coordinating
the use of the right-of-way by the utilities or persons, along with the administralive and
general costs related to thc processing of application for use of the right-of-way, and the
enlorcement ofthe terms and conditions ofthis Agreement, and any other cost or expense
reasonably associated with the maintenance of this rights-of-way.

12. The appticant shall bc rcquired to pruvidc prcof of adequatc insurancc in an

amourt satisfactory to the County rndicating that the applicant has sufficient insurance to
protect both the County and the applicant for any and all claims or damages arising out of
bodily injury, including dealh, to any party, including the applicant, and his cmployees
and agcnts and thc C ounty cmployccs and agcnts, and from claims for damagcd propcrty,
which may arise out of, or result liom, thc applicant's use ofthe County right-of-way,
including completed or ongoing operations perlormed within the County right-of-way.

13. No permit shall be issued until proof of insurance with a coverage of a milhon
dollars or more. Shall be provided by the applicant to the Right-of-Way Administrator

14. Upon the Right-of-Way Administrator's detcrmination that the application is
complete, the Right-of-Way Administrator shall submit the application to the Board of
County Commissioners for consideration. No permit shall be issued until the applicant
signs agreements required by the County or its insurance carrier to signify the applicant's

2



willingness and ability to defend, indemnify and hold the County harmless as required by
this chapter.

15. Applicant shall be responsible for all permitting fees in conjunction with the
permit.

16. Applicant, and Applicant's heirs and assigns, undqstand and accept that the issuance of this
permit does not obligate thc County in any way with respect to maintenance of the County Road, cr
maintaining thc location ofthe County Road, or withpreserving the Applicant's, or Applicant's heirs and

assignJ, use of the County Road.

17 . Once approved by the Board ofcounty Commissioners, the permit shall befiled withthe Sierra

County Clcrk.

8-2L
AppGtSlS,l"tr; \ Date

STATE OF NEW MEXICO

couNrY oF DuL- A,.r.
ss.

The for instrumenl was acknowledgcd before me this /8 d /)b4 ,zoe[ng day

P"n /r.s,"t ,n"+ (name and tille of applicant) a

l-n-soso
N blic My Commission Expires

fL--> o -a

3

@
Kri3aoph.r 0u.tlo Srrnott
Comisin r 113n96

U Cdrn Eldrlt {lsl2030

r{oI^iY 0f xEw



COUNT\' USE ONLY 

PERMIT IS Approved or Denied on this __ day of_ _ __ ,20 __ 

Applicant has provided proof of adequate insurance in an amount satisfactory to the 

County indicating thal Lhe applicant has sufficient insurance to protect both the County and 

the applicant for any and all claims or damages arising out of bodily injury, including 
death, to any party, including the applicant, and his employees and agents and the County 

employees and agents, and from claims for damaged property, which may arise out of, or 

result from, the applicant's use of the County right-of-way, including completed or 
ongoing operations performed within the County right-of-way: Yes O No CJ 

Approved, Adopted and PASSED on this ____ day of _____ , 20 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST BY: 

James Paxon, Chair 

Hank Hopkins, Vice Chair 

Sandy Jones, Member Amy Whitehead, Clerk 

lF PERMIT IS DENIED, REASON(S) FOR DENIAL: 



ACORif

COVERAGES

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

CERTIFICATE NUMBER: C12651817151 REVISION NUMBER

ost14t2026

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEI{D, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFOROED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THtS CERTIFTCATE OF TISURANCE DOES NOT CONSTTTUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE tSSUtt{G TNSURER(S), AUTHORTZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PROOUCER, ANO THE CERTIFICATE HOLOER.

IMPORTANTT lf the certificate holder 13 an ADDITIONAL INSUREO, lhe policy(ies) mu3t have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endoEed
It SUBROGATION lS WAIVED, subject to the torms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may rcquire an endorsement. A statemenl on
thk certiflcale doe3 not conter righta to the certificate holder in lieu of auch ondoraement(sl.

Jess Tyra

(5A5) 424 0242

Ityra@dehoderns com

(505)820-6726

INSURERIS] AFFOROII!6 C O!'ERAGE

PROOTICER

lnsurance delNorle

810 Calle MelE Su e 105

NM 87501Sanla Fe IrlsuRERA. Philadelphia lnsurance Company

tNsuRER B Ne Mexi@ Commercial lnsurance 15996

Garfeld Mutual Domestic !1hter Consume.s & Sewage, DBA. Gafield

8580 Hwy 187

PO Box 129

Garlield NM 87936

I

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOWHAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED AEOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATEO NOTWTHSTANOING ANY REOUIREMENT TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENTWTH RESPECI TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY lHE POLICIES DESCRIEEO HEREIN IS SUB.]ECT TO ALL THE TERMS.
EXCLUSIONS ANO CONOITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE EEEN REOUCEO 8Y PAIO CLAIMS

LMTS

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIAB LI-TY

ffi o..u"

GEN LAGGREGATE L M TAPPL ES PER

04t24t2026

s 1 000 000

PREMISES rE, @roner s 100.000

MEO ExP lAny one po6on) s 10 000

PERSONAL & AOV INJlJRY 5 1 000 000

GENERALAGGREGATE 5 3 000 000

PRODUCTS COMP/OPAGG 5 3 000 000

Employee Benefits s

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

AUIOS ONLY
tltREO
AUIOS ONLY

SCHEDULED

ioN owNEo
AUTOS ONLY

PHPK2677a27 -049 04t24t2426 44t24t2427

COM6 NEO SINGLE LI1V T s 1 000 000

300lLY TNJURY (Per pe6on) s

aO0lLY INJURY (Per.cc'd€nl) s

s

Uflrflsured motorisl s 1.000.000

x
EXCESS fIAB

x OCCUR

PHU8908437,009 44t24/2026 04t24t20?7
E^CH OCCURR€NCE $ 5.000.000

$ 5 000.000

DED RETENTON T $

WORKERS COI'PENSA'TION
ANO EMPI.OYERS' LIABILITY
ANY PFOPFIETOR]PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUOEO?

OESCR PT ON OF OPERAT]ONSb6|ow

N 25362125 1211412026 E L EACI] ACCIOENT $ 1 000.000

E L DISEASE. EA EMPLOYEE $ 1 000.000

E L OISEASE. POLCY LIMIT ! 1 000 000

OE SCRTPION OF OPERATTON S / LOCAT1ONS / VErlrC LES (ACORO 101 Addition.l R.m.r*. S.h.duL fr.y b .n.ch.d 
'r 

moc .p.c. i3 Gqu'6d)

CERTIFICATE CELLAT N

SHOULDANY OF THE ABOVE OESCRIAEO POLICIES BE CANCELLEO BEFORE
THE EXPIRATIOII OATE THEREOF, NOTICE wlLL 8E OELIVEREO lN
ACCORDANCE WTH THE POLICY PROVISIONS,

fr,r
ALJIHORIZEO REPRESENTATIVE

/,r*
Slera County Roed Depa(ment

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

o 1988-2015

The ACORO name and logo are regl3tered merks oIACORD

RD CO N. All rights reaerved

T-
If-

f--.l pno. f--.l
L---l rEcr Ll Loc

PHPK2677827-009 44t2412027

12114t2025B

l"^

rFE- I I
I srATurE I l



AMENDED JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
COUNTY LIVESTOCK LOSS 

AUTHORITY 

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the Counties of Catron ("Catron") 

Sierra ("Sierra") and Socorro ("Socorro"), referred to collectively as the ("Counties"). 

I. RECITALS 
 

WHEREAS, the Counties are bodies corporate and politic existing by and under the 

Constitution and Laws of the State of New Mexico; and, 

WHEREAS, this agreement is made under the authority of the Joint Powers Agreement 

Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 11-1-1 et seq. ("Joint Powers Act"); and, 

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995) provides that Counties have the power 

to, "provide for the safety, preserve the health, promote the prosperity and improve the 

morals, order, comfort and convenience of any county or its inhabitants;" and, 

WHEREAS, the parties are concerned about the direct economic impacts that the Mexican 

wolf (Canis lupus bailevi), and the gray wolf (Canis lupus), hereinafter wolves and the 
 

recovery effo11s are having on both the Counties and the New Mexico livestock producers 

impacted; and, 

WHEREAS, these concerns have regrettably increased as the population of Mexican 

wolves has continued to expand, and impact livestock producers over a wider geographic 

area; and, 

WHEREAS, the implementation of the Mexican Grey Wolf Recovery Program 

("MGWRP") threatens livestock producer's ability to maintain their quality and way of 

life; and, 

WHEREAS, the implementation Colorado voter initiated designation of an experimental 
 

population of gray wolves (Canis lupus) in Colorado referred to as the Colorado Wolf 

 
County Livestock Loss Authority JPA 
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Restoration & Management Plan (CWRMP) under section lO(j) of the Endangered Species 
 

Act threatens livestock producers in the Northern area of New Mexico: and, 
 

WHEREAS, ranching is a key positive socioeconomic factor, and major land use in 

Catron, Sierra, and Socorro Counties, and is part of the custom, culture and traditions of 

each of the Counties as well as in the entire State of New Mexico; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the complex nature of the MGWRP & CWRMP can be an impediment to 

productive proactive communication; and, 

WHEREAS, cooperative efforts and partnerships have successfully been used through out 
 

the Western United States to successfully address complex natural resource issues, 

including endangered species management; and, 

WHEREAS, the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution prohibits the taking 
 

of private property without just compensation; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 4 of the New Mexico Constitution recognizes ce1tain 

inalienable rights, among them "the rights of enjoying and defending life and liberty, of 

acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of seeking and obtaining safety and 

happiness;" and, 

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 20 of the New Mexico Constitution prohibits the taking 
 

or damaging of private property for public use without just compensation; and, 

WHEREAS, the Counties have agreed to share resources to establish a County Livestock 

Loss Authority to potentially access available Federal, state, and private funding to 

ameliorate the economic impact borne by New Mexico livestock producers, by virtue of 

the implementation of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service's Mexican Grey Wolf 

Recovery Program and the Colorado Wolf Restoration & Management Plan. 



County Livestock Loss Authority JPA 3  

NOW THEREFORE the parties hereby establish the County Livestock Loss Authority, 

as detailed herein, which Board will exercise the common power outlined below to 

facilitate communication between management agencies, establish effective partnerships, 

and implement cooperative efforts to provide relief to New Mexico livestock producers in 

accordance with available funding, and to further facilitate the reduction of adverse wolf-

livestock interactions and unlawful taking of federally endangered species. 

II. COMMON POWER 
 

The parties share the power to "protect generally the property of its municipality and its 

inhabitants" and to "preserve peace and order" and, "provide for the safety, preserve the 

health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals, order, comfort and convenience of 

... its inhabitants". See NMSA l 978, § 3-18-1 (1972) and NMSA l 978, § 4-37-l (1995) 
 
 

III. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

3. l  Pursuant to the provisions of the Joint Powers Agreements Act, the parties 

agree that the "County Livestock Loss Authority" (CLLA) shall be 

organized and empowered as set forth herein. 

3.2 The CLLA will provide the services outlined herein to both the incorporated 

and unincorporated areas of New Mexico affected by the Mexican Grey 

Wolf Recovery Program and the Colorado Wolf Restoration &,_ 

Management Plan. 

3.3 To do all acts necessary and proper to accomplish the purposes of this 

Agreement, including, but not limited to, the following: 

a. Establish and implement procedures to compensate landowners, 

lessees, or livestock operators for wolf presence and for wolf 

depredation(s) on livestock; 
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b. Establish requirements for landowners, lessees and livestock 

operators to report and demonstrate wolf depredation on livestock 

consistent with the requirements of the applicable funding source; 

c. Establish eligibility and application requirements to receive 

compensation for wolf depredation on livestock consistent with the 

requirements of the applicable funding source; Determine the 

compensation rate for each livestock animal depreciated by wolves; 

d. Determine the compensation rate for wolf presence, and a 

mechanism by which to distribute such compensation to New 

Mexico producers. 

e. Research and develop measures to prevent wolf depredation on 

livestock; 

f. Implement a pay-for-presence program that provides compensation 

for the landowners, lessees and livestock operators who allow 

wolves to be present on private prope1ty owned or leased by the 

landowner, lessee or livestock operator and accept potential wolf 

depredation on livestock, which program shall be implemented in 

accordance with the requirements of the funding source. 

Coordinate with the USDA or other investigators in the 

investigation of wolf depredation on livestock. 

g. Coordinate with State and Federal Wildlife agencies to verify wolf 

depredation on livestock; 

h. Collaborate with Federal Farm Services Agencies in this State to 

promote livestock compensation programs; 

i. Establish procedures for landowners, lessees, or livestock operators 

to appeal the decisions of the County Livestock Loss Board; and, 

J.  Identify and seek resources and financial commitments to fund the 

efforts outlined above. 

k. Compensate New Mexican  Landowners,  lessees or livestock 

operators for presence and wolf depredations on livestock to the 

extent of the funding secured, less operational expenses. 
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I. To establish, maintain, and administer the livestock compensation 

fund, which fund shall be held in a separate line item of the Catron 

County budget, which fund shall consist of federal monies, 

legislative appropriations from the State General Fund, public and 

private grants, gifts and private donations received for the purpose 

of compensating landowners, lessees, and livestock operators for 

wolf depredations on livestock. Monies in the livestock 

compensation fund may also be used to compensate landowners, 

lessees, and livestock operators for pa1ticipation in a pay-for-

presence program implemented by the County Livestock Loss 

Board. 

m.   Accept and spend federal monies, public and private grants, gifts, 

contributions, and devises to assist in carrying out the purposes of 

this article. These monies do not reve1t to the parties' respective 

general funds at the end of a fiscal year, but shall carry-over to the 

next fiscal year to be used only for such purposes as outlined herein. 

IV. BOARD OF DIRECTORS (CLLA Board) 

 
4.1 The activities of the CLLA shall be governed by a five (5) member Board 

consisting of one representative appointed by each of the participating 

parties, and one livestock producer in the impacted area and one non-

governmental organization (NGO) to be selected by the three participating 

Counties. The Chairman of the CLLA Board shall have the same voting 

rights as any other member of the Board. Upon request or invitation, and 

pursuant to an affirmative vote, additional parties may be added as members 

of the Board, provided that the Board shall maintain an odd number of 

voting members. Representatives of the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service, New Mexico Game and Fish Department, the United States 

Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services, and the New Mexico 

Department of Agriculture shall serve as ex-officio members of the CLLA 

Board. Ex-officio members shall have no voting powers, and their presence 
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does not bear on the existence of a quorum. 

4.2 The powers and duties of the Board shall be to: 

a) Hire and appoint the Administrator of CLLA, provided 

sufficient funds are available in the livestock compensation fund. 

b)  Elect one (I) of its members as Chairperson and one (I) Vice 

Chairperson. 

c) Hold meetings with the CLLA to receive reports 

and provide the Administrator with guidance and direction in 

compliance with the "Opens Meeting Act"; 

d) Determine the time and place of meetings and give public notice 

thereof; 

e) Assure for proper management and control of the finances and 

property of CLLA; 

f) Establish and adopt bylaws and internal rules and regulations and 

policies as it deems necessary to conduct the affairs of CLLA, 

including but not limited to personnel matters; 

g) Adopt and maintain its own personnel policy; 

h) Establish written Administrator's duties and responsibilities; 

i) Submit an annual operating budget to the Parties of this Agreement; 

j) Submit periodic certified financial statements detailing revenues 

received from all sources, expenditures, and obligations incurred 

and unpaid to the parties to this Agreement; 

k) Submit a quarterly activity report to the parties; 

I) Acquire and approve all appropriate insurance contracts for 

adequate coverage that will protect the interests of the CLLA and 

the parties to this Agreement, including but not limited to worker's 

compensation, general liability, unemployment compensation, and 

property damage. Liability insurance policies shall be reviewed on 

a regular basis and coverage will be increased when necessary. 

m) Approve compensation plans for CLLA personnel; 

n) Approve and execute all CLLA contracts, public or private; 
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o) Acquire and hold all personal or real property of CLLA or of the 

parties; and 

p) Approve in advance all CLLA personnel out of state travel. 

4.3 The terms and conditions of the Administrator's employment shall be based 

solely upon a written Agreement approved by the CLLA Board. 

5.0 PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 

5.1 All CLLA personnel shall be employees of  Catron County. 

5.2 The compensation of CLLA personnel shall be established by the CLLA 

Board. 

5.3 The County of Catron will house all personnel files, will provide Human 

Resource in-processing and maintenance for CLLA employees' payroll 

system. 

5.4 CLLA employees shall be governed by personnel rules and procedures 

established by Catron County. 

 
6.0 FINANCES AND BUDGETING 

 
6.1 The County of Catron shall act as the fiscal agent for the CLLA and shall 

collect all revenues accruing to and make all disbursements for the CLLA, 

including providing a monthly expense and revenue report and the 

Treasurer will provide a Treasurer's report. 

6.2 No participating entity is responsible for the provision of any funds in 

support of this Agreement. The operation of the CLLA is contingent upon 

receipt of federal monies, legislative appropriations from the State General 

Fund, public and private grants, gifts and private donations received for the 

purpose of compensating landowners, lessees, and livestock operators for 

wolf depredations on livestock. 

6.3 Operating funds of the CLLA shall be held in one or more separate accounts 

and shall not be commingled with the funds of any of the patties to this 

agreement, and shall only be utilized as provided herein. 

6.4 The CLLA may invest its funds only in accordance with any applicable laws 

of the State which govern the investment of public funds. 
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6.5 No Party to this agreement shall have any liability to pay for any debt or 

other obligation incurred by the CLLA unless there is a specific written 

agreement to do so accompanied by an appropriation approved with the 

requisite formalities. 

6.6 The CLLA Board shall be strictly accountable and responsible for the 

proper expenditure of all public funds. 

6.7 The CLLA shall use, funds provided pursuant to this JPA solely for the uses 

set forth herein. 

6.8 The terms of the Bateman Act, being Sections 6-6-11 (l 968), applies to this 

Agreement. The Act supersedes any conflicting provision of the 

Agreement. 

6.9 Expenditures of the CLLA are subject to the provisions of the New Mexico 

Procurement Code, being NMSA 1978, Sections 13-1-28 et seq. (1984, as 

amended through 2021), and violation thereof may subject the responsible 

party to civil and or criminal penalties. 

6.10 The fiscal agent shall not allow any department of the fiscal agent to charge 

against any account unless the CLLA submits a signed invoice and or 

supporting documentation, consistent with the policies and procedures 

established by the CLLA Board, the CLLA Administrator and the County 

of Catron County Procurement Code, except as determined by the County 

to be necessary for day-to-day operations of CLLA (i.e., phone services etc.) 

6.11 The fiscal agent shall be responsible for providing a monthly expense and 

revenue report to CLLA and for providing the report to the CLLA Board 

for review and approval. 

6.12 The fiscal agent shall strictly account for receipts and disbursements made 

pursuant to this JPA, in accordance with the County of Catron Procurement 

Code and all other applicable laws and regulations. 

7.0 BOOKS AND RECORDS 

7.1 The CLLA shall maintain adequate and correct accounts of its funds, 

properties and business transactions, said accounts shall be open to 

inspection at any reasonable time by the patties hereto, their accountants or 
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their agents. The CLLA shall cause to be conducted an annual audit, which 

audit shall be conducted by an independent certified public accountant, 

approved by the State auditor. The CLLA shall submit a copy of said audit 

to each of the parties. 

7.2 Within 90 days after the end of each fiscal year, the CLLA shall prepare and 

present to the patties a comprehensive annual report of the CLLA's 

activities and finances during the preceding year. The CLLA shall also 

render to the parties hereto, at reasonable intervals and within a reasonable 

time period, such reports and accounting as the parties hereto may from time 

to time request. 

7.3 The CLLA shall prepare and present such other repmts as may be required 

by law, regulation or contract to any authorized governmental agency. 

 
8.0 OTHER PROVISIONS 

8.2 A procedure for forwarding complaints from any of the patties or producers 

to the CLLA Administrator shall be established for operational and/or 

personnel matters. 

8.3 A CLLA "Standard Operating Guidelines" shall be developed as soon as 

feasible, but no later than 90 days after the date of hiring of the 

Administrator. 

8.4 This JPA and the rights of the parties hereto shall be governed by and 

construed in accordance with the Laws of the State of New Mexico. 

8.5 This .IPA incorporates all of the agreements and understandings between 

the parties hereto concerning the subject matter hereof, and all such 

agreements and understandings have been merged into this written JPA. No 

prior agreements or understandings, verbal or otherwise, of the parties or 

their agents are valid or enforceable unless embodied in this .IPA. 

9.0 TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

9.1 The term of this Agreement shall be perpetual, unless terminated as herein 

provided. Any of the parties may terminate this Agreement at any time, 
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upon the issuance of notice of at least one fiscal-year notice, with the 

termination will become effective at the beginning of the next fiscal year. 

9.2 Upon termination of this Agreement by one or more of the parties to this 

Agreement, the powers granted to the CLLA under this Agreement shall 

continue to the extent necessary to make an effective disposition of the 

property. Any property acquired shall be distributed equally among the 

pai1ies, though its use will be limited as described herein. 

9.3 If any provision of this Agreement is subsequently held to be invalid or 

unenforceable by a cou1t of competent jurisdiction, then the remainder of 

this Agreement shall not be affected thereby and the remaining provisions 

of this Agreement would continue in full force and effect, unless the 

fulfillment of the purpose of the Agreement is rendered impracticable. 

9.4 If any provision of this JPA, or the application of such provisions to any 

person or circumstances shall be held invalid or unenforceable by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this JPA, or the application of its 

provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held 

invalid, shall not be affected thereby and the remainder of this JPA can be 

performed in substantial accordance with the original intent of the parties 

hereto. 

9.5 If any provision of this JPA, or the application of such provisions to any 

person or circumstances shall be held invalid or unenforceable by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this JPA, or the application of its 

provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held 

invalid, shall not be affected thereby and the remainder of this JPA can be 

performed in substantial accordance with the original intent of the parties 

hereto. 

9.6 Pursuant to the provisions of the Joint Powers Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 

11-1-1 et seq., all privileges and immunities from liability, exemptions from 

laws, ordinances, and rules, which apply to the activity of officers, agents, 

or employees of any signatory public agency when performing their 

respective functions within the territorial limits of their respective public 
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agencies, shall apply to them to the same extent while engaged in the 

performance of any of their functions and duties under the provisions of the 

JPA. 

9.7 The terms of this Agreement are contingent upon sufficient appropriations 

and authorization being made by the Board of County Commissioners for 

the performance of this Agreement. If sufficient appropriations and 

authorization are not made by the Board of County Commissioners, this 

Agreement shall terminate immediately upon written notice being given 

by the County to the City. 

10.0 AMENDMENTS 

I0.1 This agreement may be amended by the parties from time to time, but any 

amendment shall be in writing, executed by all of the parties thereto, and 

approved by the Department of Finance and Administration. 

11.0 LIABILITY PROVISION 

11.1 Neither paiiy shall be responsible for liability incurred as a result of the other 

patty's acts or omissions in connection with this Agreement. Any liability 

incurred as a result of this Agreement is subject to the immunities and 

limitations of the New Mexico Tmt Claims Act. In accordance with NMSA 

1978, Sections 11-1-5 (1961), it is expressly declared that CLLA is a 

separate and independent legal entity from Sierra County, Catron County 

and Socorro County, which are the entities that comprise the JPA. The 

members of the CLLA Board, its officers, and members of the JPA shall not 

be held personally liable for any acts performed or omitted in good faith by 

CLLA. 

12.0 INSURANCE 

12.1 CLLA shall obtain insurance to cover any suit which may be brought against 

it and its officers and employees. All liability insurance policies shall list 

the Counties of Catron, Sierra, and Socorro as additional insured. The 

liability shall contain minimum limits amounts of $1,000,000.00 per person 

and $2,000,000.00 per occurrence. 
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XIII. CONTACT AND NOTICES 
 

The parties may, from time to time, change their contact person and shall provide prompt 

notice of such change to the other party. Any notice required under this JPA shall be 

deemed given and delivered to, and received by, the receiving party three (3) days after 

deposit in the U.S. mail, certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, 

addressed to the receiving party at the mailing address set forth below: 

 
Catron County contact person name and mailing address: 

 
 

Catron County Manager 
I 00 Main Street 
Reserve, NM 87830 

 
Telephone No: (575) 533-6423 

Sierra County contact person name and mailing address: 

Sierra County Manager 
1712 North Date Street 
Tor C, NM 87901 

 
Telephone No: (575) 894-6215 

Socorro County contact person name and mailing address: 

Socorro County Manger 
P.O. Box D 
Socorro, NM 8780 I 

 
Telephone No.: (575) 835-0589 x. 1105 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement which becomes 
effective as of the date of approval by the Department of Finance and Administration. 
This Amended Joint Powers Agreement amends, replaces and repeals the former 
agreement approved by the Department of Finance Administration on July 18, 2022 and 
the amended Joint Powers Agreement approved by the Department of finance 
Admit1istration on February 28, 2025. 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 
 
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED AND PASSED this 26TH day of May 2026. 
 
 
 
 

James Paxon, Chair 
 
 
 

Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chair 
Attested by: 

 
 
 

Sandy Jones, Commissioner Amy Whitehead, Clerk 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SOCORRO COUNTY 
 
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED AND PASSED this_ day of�  2026. 
 
 
 

Joe Gonzales, Chair Craig D. Secatero, Commissioner 
 
 
 

John J. Aguilar, Commissioner Daniel P. Monette, Vice-Chair 
 
 
 

 
Phillip R. Montoya, Commissioner 

 
 
 

ATTEST BY: 
 
 
 

Michelle Paz, County Clerk 
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APPROVED 
 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 

By:    
Cabinet Secretary 

 
Date:   



HILLSBORO COMMUNITY CENTER MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 

This Management Agreement is entered this 26th day of May, 2026, by and between the Board of 
County Commissioners of Sierra County, New Mexico on behalf of Sierra County (hereafter "the 
County") and the Hillsboro Community Center, Inc., a New Mexico Not-for-Profit corporation 
(hereafter "the Contractor"). 

WHEREAS, the County is the owner of the Hillsboro Community Center located in Hillsboro, 
New Mexico, and all improvements to real property situated thereon; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires that the Hillsboro Community Center (hereafter "the Center") 
be operated, maintained, and managed for the maximum use and enjoyment of the residents of 
Sierra County; and 

WHEREAS, the Contractor has managed the Center in conjunction with the County and has 
done so in a manner that has served the best interests of the County and its residents. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and mutual promises hereinafter set 
forth, the parties hereto do hereby agree as follows: 

1. Management Responsibilities 

The Contractor agrees to maintain, operate, and manage the Center on behalf of the County for 
the term, and subject to the conditions hereinafter set forth. Contractor agrees to maintain its 
Not-for-Profit Status in good standing with the New Mexico Secretary of State. 

2. Term 

The initial term of this Agreement shall be for a period of one (1) year from the date of execution 
and shall automatically renew annually unless terminated in accordance with this Agreement. 
The total term shall not exceed four (4) years as required by Section 13-1-150 NMSA 1978. 

3. Duties of Contractor 

Maintain the Center in a clean, safe, and sanitary condition; 

Furnish all supplies, utilities, and equipment necessary for operation; 

Contract for or perform cleaning, trash removal, and minor maintenance; 

Maintain detailed records of all management activities; 

Promote community use and oversee scheduling and events; 

Annually report to the County on Center operations; 

Make necessary repairs and improvements, with prior written County approval for capital 
improvements or alterations exceeding $7,500; 



Maintain liability insurance as required herein. 

4. Insurance and Indemnification 

The Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the County of Sierra from all actions, 
proceeding, claims, demands, costs, damages, attorneys’ fees and all other liabilities and 
expenses of any kind from any source which may arise out of the performance of this 
Agreement, caused by the negligent act or the negligent failure to act of the Contractor, its 
officers, employees, servants, subcontractors or agents, resulting in injury or damage to persons 
or property during the time when the Contractor or any officer, agent, employee, servant or 
subcontractor thereof has or is performing services pursuant to this Agreement.  In the event that 
any action, suit or proceeding related to the services performed by the Contractor or any officer, 
agent, employee, servant or subcontractor under this Agreement is brought against the 
Contractor, the Contractor shall, as soon as practicable but no later than two (2) days after it 
receives notice thereof, notify the legal counsel of the County of Sierra and the New Mexico 
County Insurance Authority by certified mail. 

The Contractor will obtain insurance in a minimum amount of three million dollars ($3,000,000), 
adjusted annually commensurate with the cost of living as provided by NMSA 1978, Section 41-
4A-6(C) (2021), naming Sierra County as an additional insured.  The Contractor shall annually 
provide the County a declarations page evidencing proof of such coverage.  The County 
expressly does not waive its protections under the Tort Claims Act, NMSA 1978, Section 41-4-1 
et. seq., or the Civil Rights Act, NMSA 1978, Section 41-4A-1 et seq.   

The Contractor additionally agrees to maintain fire, theft, casualty, liability insurance satisfactory 
to the County, naming the County as an additional insured as the owner of the Community 
Center. 

 5. Termination 

This Agreement may be terminated by either party with sixty (60) days written notice. Immediate 
termination may occur in the event of Contractor's inability to perform, misuse of public funds, 
or other material breach. Obligations incurred before termination shall survive. 

6. Improvements and Property 

All real property improvements, including fixtures, shall be and remain the property of the 
County. Any personal property of the Contractor located on the premises shall remain the 
property of the Contractor. 

7. Compliance with Laws 

Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations in 
the performance of its duties. 

8. Assignment 



Contractor shall not assign this Agreement or any portion thereof without prior written consent of 
the County. 

9. Non-Discrimination 

Contractor shall not discriminate in connection with its performance under this Agreement based 
on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, or any other protected class. 

10. Amendment 

This Agreement may only be amended in writing upon mutual consent of the parties, with final 
approval by the Board of County Commissioners at a public meeting. 

11. Entire Agreement 

This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties and supersedes all prior 
agreements, understandings, or representations, whether oral or written. 

12. Notices 

To the County: 
Amber Vaughn, Sierra County Manager 
1712 North Date Street 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

To the Contractor: 
Hillsboro Community Center 
Attn: Curt, Lisa, President 
P.O. Box 432 
Hillsboro, NM 88042 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the date below. 

By: ___________________________        Date: __________________ 
Lisa Curt, President 
Hillsboro Community Center 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

_______________________________        _______________________________ 
James Paxon, Chairman                          Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chairman 

_______________________________ 
Sandy Jones, Commissioner 



ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 
Amy Whitehead, County Clerk 

 

SIERRA COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT: 

By: ____________________________      Date: __________________ 
         Barbara Bencomo 
         1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2026-32

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF A WILDFIRE RISK 

REDUCTION GRANT AND CONFIRMING COMPLIANCE WITH PROGRAM 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN 

UPDATE 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County met in a duly noticed, 
regular Commission meeting on May 26, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the Sierra County 
Administration Building, 1712 North Date Street, Truth or Consequences, NM 87901; and 

WHEREAS, New Mexico Counties administers the Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program to 
support wildfire preparedness, mitigation, and planning efforts throughout the State of New 
Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, Sierra County applied for and was awarded a Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant in the 
amount of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) for the purpose of updating the Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan ("CWPP"); and the project requires a minimum 10% cost share. Cost 
share can be in the form of cash or in-kind contributions; and 

WHEREAS, Sierra County recognizes the importance of wildfire preparedness, hazardous fuel 
mitigation planning, interagency coordination, and community resiliency efforts within the 
jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, Sierra County has reviewed the terms and conditions of the Wildfire Risk Reduction 
Grant Program and understands the responsibilities associated with acceptance and administration 
of the grant funds; and 

WHEREAS, Sierra County desires to formally acknowledge its commitment to comply with all 
applicable requirements, conditions, reporting obligations, procurement requirements, and grant 
administration provisions associated with the Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra 
County that it hereby acknowledges receipt of the Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant award in the 
amount of $30,000.00 for the update of the Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County that it 
affirms that it has read, understands, and agrees to comply with all terms and conditions of the 
Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program, and authorizes the appropriate officials, employees, and 
agents of the County to execute all documents and undertake all actions necessary to administer 
the grant and complete the Community Wildfire Protection Plan update in accordance with 
program requirements. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sierra County that it 
authorizes submission of all required reports, reimbursement requests, certifications, and related 
documentation necessary to fulfill the obligations of the grant award. 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND PASSED this 26th day of May, 2026. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SIERRA COUNTY 

James Paxon, Chairman Hank Hopkins, Vice-Chairman 

Sandy Jones, Commissioner 
Attest: 

Amy Whitehead, County Clerk 
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444 Galisteo Street 

Santa Fe. NM 87501 

877-983-2101 

505-983-2101 

Fax: 505-983-4396 

NMCOUNTIES.ORG 

May 8, 2026 

Sierra County 
1712 N. Date St. Ste. D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I am happy to inform you that the Sierra County CWPP Update has been awarded 
$30,000 through the 2026-2027 Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program 
(WRRGP). Funding for WRRGP is provided by the National Fire Plan through 
Bureau of Land Management funds in cooperation with NMC. 

Attached: 
• Grant Acknowledgement Form 
• Terms & Conditions 
• CWPP Update Guidelines 
• CWPP Update Checklist 

Please review the attached forms and send the Grant Acknowledgement Form 
back with a signed resolution from your governing body ( e.g., County 
Commission, City Council, Board of Directors, or Tribal Council) to 
hwoods@nmcounties.org by June 30, 2026, confirming that your organization 
has read, understands, and will comply with the terms and conditions of the 
Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program. NMC will contact you if any additional 
documentation is required. 

The project timeline is from July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027. All work must be 
completed by June 30, 2027. There is no penalty for early project completion. 

Sincerely, 

Joy Esparsen 
Executive Director 
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2026-2027 Wildfire Risk Reduction Program for Rural Communities 
Grant Acknowledgement Form 

Awardees must complete and return this form with a signed governing body resolution by June 
30, 2026, to confirm acceptance of the award and that you and your organization has read, 
understands, and will comply with the 2026-2027 Wildfire Risk Reduction Program from Rural 
Communities Terms & Conditions. 

Attached - Resolution from your governing body (County Commission, City Council, 
Board of Directors, or Tribal Council) 

Attached audit if your organization receives more than $500,000 in federal funding on an 
annual basis. 

Grant performance period: July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 

Project title: Sierra County CWPP Update - Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program 

Organization: County of Sierra 

Amount awarded for the grant period: $ 30,000.00 

Project must be completed by June 30, 2027 

Grant administrator (name & title): Ryan Williams 
---------------------

Phone: 575-740-7213 

Email: rwilliams@sierraco.org 

Project contact (if other than above): 

Phone: -------------------------------
Email: 

Checks payable to: County of Sierra 
---------------------------

Address: 1712 N. Date St Suite D 

City: Truth or Consequences State: New Mexico Zip: 87901 

Questions? Contact Hannah Kase Woods at (505) 820-8102 or hwoods@nmcounties.org. 



NEW MEXICO 
COUNTIES 

33STRONG 

2026-2027 Wildfire Risk Reduction Grant Program 
Terms & Conditions 

NMAC Authority 
This is a sub-grant of federal financial assistance from the New Mexico Association of Counties 
(NMAC), (hereinafter referred to as "the Grantor"). Your organization (hereinafter referred to as 
"the Grantee") agrees to grant funds in the amount specified on the Grant Acknowledgement 
Form and to support the Wildfire Risk Reduction Program for Rural Communities (Program) 
activated under this grant award. The Grantee agrees to abide by the award terms and conditions 
as set forth in this document. NMAC shall be responsible for oversight of the program, monitoring 
the performance of grant recipient activities described in the application and distribution of grant 
funds. 

Program Administrator 
Hannah Kase Woods 
444 Galisteo Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 820-8102 
hwoods@nmcounties.org 

Funding Authority 
Program funding is provided to NMAC through the following: 

CFDA #15.228 
National Fire Plan: Wildland Urban Interface Community Fire Assistance 
Grant Number: L23AC00489 
Grant Period: August 2023 - August 2028 
Federal Agency: Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management 

Amount Awarded 
The award is for the administration and project completion for fiscal year 2026-2027. Award 
funds may not be used for other purposes. The Grantee shall pay any costs exceeding the award 
amount. 

Award Acceptance 
Grantees must complete and return the Grant Acknowledgement Form with a signed governing 
body resolution (County Commission, City Council, Board of Directors, or Tribal Council) by June 
30, 2026, to confirm acceptance of the award and that you and your organization has read, 
understands, and will comply with the 2026-2027 Wildfire Risk Reduction Program from Rural 
Communities Terms & Conditions. 

Project Description 
The Grantee shall perform the work described in their application and made a part of the grant 
agreement articles. 

2026-2027 Wildfire Risk Reduction Program for Rural Communities Terms & Conditions Page 1 
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Cost Share 
Projects require a minimum 10% cost share. Cost share can be in the form of cash or in-kind 
contributions. The cost share must be clearly noted on invoices and the final report. Contact the 
program administrator if you need assistance in determining cost share contributions. 

Performance Period 
Projects must be completed within the 12-month award start and end date (July 11 2026-June 
30, 2027) and all funds must be expended within the 12-month period. All costs must be 
incurred during the period of performance. Failure to meet project objectives within the 12-
month performance period will be considered a default in this agreement and repayment of 
grant funds will be required. 

Reporting Requirements 
The Grantee shall submit quarterly reports during the performance period and a final report at 
project completion. The following materials should be included with corresponding reports : 
meeting announcements, agendas, minutes, articles, brochures, invoices, photos (before/after, 
meetings/events, etc.), maps and/or shape files. There are no penalties for early project 
completion. 

Reporting Period Report Due Date Completion Percentage Estimate 
July 1 - September 30, 2026 October 1, 2026 25% 

October 1 - December 31, 2026 January 1, 2027 50% 
January 1 - March 31, 2027 April 1, 2027 75% 

April 1 - June 30 , 2027 July 1, 2027 100% 
Notify program administrator immediately if you are not on schedule after the first six months. 

Grantees working on CWPP updates must submit their completed CWPP to New Mexico State 
Forestry by August 2027 for required signatures. 

Disbursement of Funds 
Grantees shall submit invoices to NMAC for payment. Funds will be distributed on a 
reimbursement basis. Reporting requirements must be met before funds will be released. Final 
payment will be made upon project completion and a final report. 

Revisions 
The Grantee shall notify the Grantor within 30 days of any changes in the primary contact or 
financial representative for their project. 

Compliance 
It is the Grantees responsibility that their project complies with all applicable local, state and 
federal laws. The Grantee must also comply with all applicable laws and regulations governing 
standard grant management practices. 

Termination 
The Grantee may terminate the grant award agreement by giving written notice to the NMAC 
within ten (10) business days of receipt of this agreement. 
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NEW MEXICO 
COUNTIES 

33STRONG 

Audit Requirements 
Grantees who receive more than $750,000 annually from federal sources are required to submit a 
copy of their audit to NMAC. 

Media 
Grantees shall provide recognition and acknowledgement of the award in all activities, 
publications and materials associated with this funding. Media communications about the 
Program should clearly identify support of New Mexico Counties and the National Fire Plan 
funding through the Bureau of Land Management by written word and inclusion of the official 
NMAC logo (below). Contact the program administrator to obtain an electronic copy of the NMAC 
logo. 

Communication suggestions: 
• Send out a press release announcing the award. 
• Send out press releases preceding and following events. 
• Invite local media, donors and elected officials to events. 
• Feature the award in newsletters, donor update letters and other publications. 
• Send letters to legislators to help them understand the importance of investing 

funds in wildfire risk reduction programs and initiatives. 
• Display the NMAC logo at any public events and on printed materials. 
• Link the NMAC logo or website to your website. 

NEW MEXICO 
COUNTIES 

33STRONG 

NEW MEXICO 
COUNTIES 
33 STRONG 
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CWPP UPDATE OUTLINE & CHECKLIST 

✓ Optional/ 
Required 

OVERVIEW 

Optional Executive Summary 

COLLABORATION 
Demonstrate Collaboration 

Required Explain how you identified and engage stakeholders to include local, state, 
federal, tribal, community members, and individual homeowners 

Optional Reestablish or Develop a Core Team to assist collaborators with the process 
Identify Existing CWPP 

Required Explain if this will be a full update or addendum. If this is an addendum, 
individuals from the larger CWPP should be engaged 

COMMUNITY CHANGES 

Required 
Identify New Community Risks and Changes 
Consider recent fires, vegetation changes, new community developments 

Required 
Discuss Projects Completed and Progress Made Since Last Update to include 
a delineation of landscape-level changes. 

Optional Identify Collaborator Projects in the Area 

Required 
Include a Preparedness Inventory of Local Fire Resources (personnel and 
equipment) for wildland suooression efforts. 

Required Identify Wildland Training Plans 
PRIORITY PROJECTS & STRUCTURAL IGNITABILITY 

Required 
Identify Priority Fuel Reduction Projects to include detail on specific 
objectives, responsible entity, and timelines 

Optional 
Provide Information on Structures in the Community 
Consider building materials, roofing, building codes, access, etc. 

Required 
Identify Projects to Reduce Structural Ignitability 
Consider items such as homeowner assessments, WUI code adoption, etc. 

Optional 
Identify Other Priority Projects 
(Outreach/Education, Capacity Building, Code Adoption, etc.) 
Provide a Table of Priority Projects 

Required Should include fuel projects, structural ignitability projects, and other 
projects identified 
Priority Project Table Add Ons 

Optional Additional information to consider is timeline and responsible party for the 
completion of projects 

COMMUNITIES AT RISK RA TING 

Required 
Provide a Table Showing Existing CAR Ratings and New Ratings 
Must be listed as High, Medium, or Low 

MAPPING 

Required Update WUI Maps and Provide Digital Files to State Forestry 

Optional Update Other Maps 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

Required Submit CWPP For Review and Approval 

Updated 4/ 16/24 



CWPP UPDATE OUTLINE & CHECKLIST 

Send to State Forestry, governing body, local fire leadership 

Required Signatures from Governing Body, Local Fire Leadership, State Forestry 

Optional Include Signatures from Collaborators 

Updated 4/16/24 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution No.  2026-33 
 

FY26 – BUDGET ADJUSTMENT RESOLUTION - CLLA 
 
Whereas, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners, meeting in regular public session on 
May 26th, 2026, deems it necessary to amend the said line items in the FY 2025-2026 budget; 
 
Whereas, an expenditure budget line must be adjusted in Fund 512 – LATCF to support the 
County Livestock Loss Authority (CLLA);   
 
Therefore, Be lt Resolved, that the Sierra County Board of Commissioners hereby move to 
implement the adjustments in the FY 2025-2026 Budget as described below: 
 

EXPENSE: 

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION  BUDGET  
 

ADJUSTMENT   ADJ BUDGET   ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

512-00-2790 
SPECIAL 
PROJECTS  $                 -    $    100,000.00 $    100,000.00 

Increase from the fund balance to 
support CLLA  

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY 2026. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
 
    ____________________________ 
ATTEST:    JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
    ____________________________ 
    HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 
Amy Whitehead 

County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 
 Joshua Baker 

County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R. Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 





PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT Prior Year Sierra Co 
Admin

County Livestock Loss Authority Stated in 000s $82,550.22

Type Description
Prior
period

Budget
Current
period

Current period
as % of sales

% Change from prior 
period

% Change
from budget

Expense Staffing $75,000.00 $73,348.00 - - -2.20%

Expense Legal Rep $12,000.00 $5,910.00 - - -50.75%

Expense
Website 
Service/Zoom/communication

$2,800.00 $2,406.00 - - -14.07%

Expense postage $500.00 $238.00 - - -52.40%

Expense Travel/per diem $1,000.00 $648.22 - - -35.18%

Total Expense $0.00 $91,300.00 $82,550.22 0.00% 0.00% -30.92%



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution No.  2026-34 
 

FY26 – BUDGET ADJUSTMENT RESOLUTION 
 
Whereas, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners, meeting in regular public session on 
May 26th, 2026, deems it necessary to amend the said line items in the FY 2025-2026 budget; 
 
Whereas, revenue and expenditure budget must be adjusted in various accounts;   
 
Therefore, Be lt Resolved, that the Sierra County Board of Commissioners hereby move to 
implement the adjustments in the FY 2025-2026 Budget as described below: 
 

REVENUE: 

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION  BUDGET  
 

ADJUSTMENT   ADJ BUDGET   ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

633-0 -1604 
DONATIONS / 
LAS PALOMAS 
EMS 

 $     (3,601.00)  $        (500.00)  $     (4,101.00)  Increasing revenue to actuals  

500-0 -1425 IDP / RISE  $ (168,344.66)  $   (26,500.00)  $ (194,844.66)  RISE grant amendment for FY26  

500-0 -1435 NMG LAS 
PALOMAS  $                 -     $   (40,000.00)  $   (40,000.00)  NM Gas Company - Helping 

Heroes Grant  
EXPENSE: 

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION  BUDGET  
 

ADJUSTMENT   ADJ BUDGET   ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

633-44-2116 
UNIFORM 
ALLOWANCE  $                 -     $       4,101.00   $      4,101.00  

 Increase Las Palomas EMS Minor 
Equipment account from donations 
received  

500-48-2106 
CONTRACTED 
SERVICES  $  130,195.00   $     26,500.00   $  156,695.00   RISE grant amendment for FY26  

500-83-2900 CAPITAL OUTLAY  $  600,000.00   $     40,000.00   $  640,000.00  
 NM Gas Company - Helping 
Heroes Grant - SCBA replacements  

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY 2026. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 
Amy Whitehead 

County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 
 Joshua Baker 

County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R. Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



    ____________________________ 
ATTEST:    JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
    ____________________________ 
    HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution No.  2026-35 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FY27 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
 
Whereas, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners, meeting in regular public session May 
26th, 2026; and, 
 
Whereas, the governing body in and for the County of Sierra, State of New Mexico has 
developed a preliminary budget for Fiscal Year 2027; and 
 
Therefore, Be lt Resolved, that the Board of Sierra County Commissioners hereby move to 
adopt the preliminary budget attached hereto and respectfully requests approval from the 
Local Government Division of the Department of Finance Administration. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY 2026. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
 
    ____________________________ 
ATTEST:    JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
    ____________________________ 
    HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 
Amy Whitehead 

County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 
 Joshua Baker 

County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R. Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



Fiscal Year

 
UNAUDITED LOCAL

FUND TITLE FUND BEGINNING INVESTMENTS BUDGETED BUDGETED BUDGETED ESTIMATED RESERVE ADJUSTED
NUMBER CASH REVENUES TRANSFERS EXPENDITURES ENDING REQUIREMENTS ENDING

5/18/2026 5/18/2026
 CASH

BALANCE UNAVAILABLE
CASH

BALANCE
BALANCE BALANCE FOR BUDGETING

GENERAL FUND - Operating (GF) 401 3,379,204 2,886,782 9,706,353 (2,497,788) 9,189,718 4,284,833 2,297,429 1,987,404
ROAD DEPARTMENT 402 627,282 508,480 725,000 1,557,142 303,619 129,762 173,857
FARM & RANGE IMPROVEMENT 403 35,833 16,000 15,000 47,500 19,333 19,333
WHITE SANDS MISSLE RANGE 404 19,647 8,500 0 28,147 28,147
LANDFILL 405 148,150 133,500 19,500 289,688 11,463 11,463
COUNTY INDIGENT FUND 406 70,479 520,000 580,159 10,320 10,320
HILLSBORO FIIRE 407 259,778 173,178 293,178 139,778 139,778
ARREY/DERRY FIRE 409 381,963 148,323 281,240 249,046 249,046
WINSTON FIRE 410 464,072 164,189 289,189 339,072 339,072
MONTICELLO FIRE 411 288,652 141,044 296,044 133,652 133,652
NMGRT HOSPITAL FUND 412 64,526 900,000 900,000 64,526 64,526
CABALLO FIRE 413 40,350 141,694 161,694 20,350 20,350
LAS PALOMAS FIRE 414 121,239 118,870 158,870 81,239 81,239
STATE COOP PROJECTS 416 205,210 0 172,846 32,364 32,364
STATE CAP PROJECTS 417 227,600 0 185,542 42,058 42,058
STATE SB PROJECTS 418 149,534 0 149,534 0 0
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 419 42,982 0 177,300 177,300 42,982 42,982
REAPPRAISAL FUND 422 16,485 108,500 77,850 47,135 47,135
POVERTY CREEK FIRE 425 202,130 108,040 163,040 147,130 147,130
SIERRA ADMIN FIRE 426 267,977 128,198 253,198 142,977 142,977
NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT 427 0 450,000 450,000 0 0
COUNTY LIVESTOCK LOSS 428 43,708 0 (43,708) 0 0 0
TITLE III 429 129,449 57,000 61,000 125,449 125,449
TAXES PAID IN ADVANCE 474 21,152 8,000 0 29,152 29,152
LODGERS' TAX 477 10,452 11,000 11,000 10,452 10,452
GRANT PROJECTS 500 1,401,300 4,222,045 5,351,795 271,550 271,550
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS 502 0 1,283,504 1,283,504 0 0
ELECTRONIC MONITORING 507 15,804 0 (15,804) 0 0 0

SIERRA COUNTY
FY27 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 2026 - 2027

ROUNDED TO NEAREST DOLLAR



Fiscal Year

 
UNAUDITED LOCAL

FUND TITLE FUND BEGINNING INVESTMENTS BUDGETED BUDGETED BUDGETED ESTIMATED RESERVE ADJUSTED
NUMBER CASH REVENUES TRANSFERS EXPENDITURES ENDING REQUIREMENTS ENDING

SIERRA COUNTY
FY27 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 2026 - 2027

ROUNDED TO NEAREST DOLLAR

DWI PROGRAM FEES 508 134,805 33,800 94,551 74,054 74,054
DWI DISTRIBUTION 509 0 89,973 87,439 2,534 2,534
DWI GRANT 510 5,159 76,354 21,136 60,377 60,377
LATCF 512 1,654,749 2,000,000 0 521,237 3,133,512 3,133,512
MENTAL HEALTH 548 172,841 31,500 100,945 103,396 103,396
SVH 2 MILL LEVY 601 55,394 725,000 725,000 55,394 55,394
SIERRA AMBULANCE FUND 603 30,053 76,000 76,000 30,053 30,053
LEPF 604 65,428 0 0 65,428 65,428
CORRECTION FUND 605 83,974 631,500 1,373,000 2,006,336 82,138 82,138
EMERGENCY COMMUNICAITON 606 390,023 819,000 (700,000) 247,009 262,014 262,014
EMS 609 21,605 8,400 0 30,005 30,005
HILLSBORO EMS 611 36,218 24,500 24,500 36,218 36,218
CLERK RECORDING FEE 624 197,301 30,000 45,500 181,801 181,801
EMERGENCY MGMT SERVICES 629 7,590 35,999 239,000 282,589 0 0
LAS PALOMAS EMS 633 21,068 53,800 53,800 21,068 21,068
SCRDA/E-911 634 130,672 630,022 700,000 1,330,022 130,672 130,672
TREASURER FEES 635 43,567 7,100 3,000 47,667 47,667
FLOOD COMMISSION FEMA 640 204,307 0 0 204,307 204,307
LANDFILL FINANCIAL ASSURANCE 905 0 170,524 4,080 8,500 0 183,104 183,104
FLOOD COMMISSION    927 0 1,868,955 66,746 0 1,935,701 1,935,701
Total:  11,889,712 6,926,261 22,400,193 0 28,000,095 13,216,070 2,427,191 10,788,879



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution No.  2026-36 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING FY27 PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR  
SIERRA COUNTY FLOOD COMMISSIONER 

 
Whereas, the Board of Sierra County Commissioners, meeting in regular public session May 
26th, 2026; and, 
 
Whereas, the governing body in and for the County of Sierra, State of New Mexico has 
developed a preliminary budget for the Sierra County Flood Commissioner for Fiscal Year 
2027; and 
 
Therefore, Be lt Resolved, that the Board of Sierra County Commissioners hereby move to 
adopt the preliminary budget attached hereto and respectfully requests approval from the 
Local Government Division of the Department of Finance Administration. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY 2026. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  SIERRA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO  
 
    ____________________________ 
ATTEST:    JAMES PAXON, COMMISSIONER 
 
    ____________________________ 
    HANK HOPKINS COMMISSIONER 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  SANDY R JONES, COMMISSIONER 

State of New Mexico County of Sierra 
Amy Whitehead 

County Clerk 
575-894-2840 

Candace Chavez 
County Treasurer 

575-894-3524 

Michael Huston 
County Assessor 

575-894-2589 
 Joshua Baker 

County Sheriff 
575-894-9150 

Tom Pestak 
Probate Judge 
575-740-4900 

James Paxon 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Hank Hopkins 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Sandy R. Jones 
Commissioner 
575-894-6215 

Amber Vaughn, County Manager 
575-894-6215 voice 575-894-9548 fax 

 

1712 N. Date, Suite D 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901 

 



Fiscal Year

 
UNAUDITED LOCAL

FUND TITLE FUND BEGINNING INVESTMENTS BUDGETED BUDGETED BUDGETED ESTIMATED RESERVE ADJUSTED
NUMBER CASH REVENUES TRANSFERS EXPENDITURES ENDING REQUIREMENTS ENDING

5/18/2026 5/18/2026
 CASH

BALANCE UNAVAILABLE
CASH

BALANCE
BALANCE BALANCE FOR BUDGETING

SIERRA CO FLOOD COMMISSIONER 627 2,246,406 498,950 1,693,000 1,052,356 1,052,356
Total:  2,246,406 0 498,950 0 1,693,000 1,052,356 0 1,052,356

SIERRA COUNTY
FY27 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 2026 - 2027

ROUNDED TO NEAREST DOLLAR



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

SIERRA COUNTY AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING ORDINANCE  

 
PASSED: _________, 2026 

 
EFFECTIVE: __________, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Board of Commissioners met upon notice of a regular business 
meeting, duly published, at the Sierra County Administration Building, 1712 North Date Street, T 
or C, NM 87901, at 10:00 a.m. on May 26, 2026, as required by law; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1, counties are authorized to adopt ordinances 
not inconsistent with statutory or constitutional limitations placed on counties in order to discharge 
those powers necessary and proper to provide for the safety, preserve the health, promote the 
prosperity and improve the order, comfort and convenience of the county and its inhabitants; and 

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section 14 of the New Mexico Constitution, as amended, authorizes 
counties and municipalities to provide or donate land, buildings, or infrastructure for affordable 
housing pursuant to statutory authorization; and 

WHEREAS, the Affordable Housing Act, NMSA 1978, Section 6-27-1 et seq., authorizes local 
governments to make housing assistance grants or loans, donate or lease land or buildings, provide 
infrastructure improvements, or otherwise provide assistance for affordable housing projects in 
accordance with an adopted Affordable Housing Plan and rules promulgated by the New Mexico 
Mortgage Finance Authority; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has adopted an Affordable Housing Plan based 
upon research and analysis of housing needs within the County, including the needs of persons 
and households of low and moderate income; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that the availability of safe, decent and 
sanitary housing that is affordable to persons of low and moderate income is essential to the public 
health, safety, welfare and economic stability of the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board further finds that the adoption of an Affordable Housing Ordinance is 
necessary to establish procedures, eligibility criteria, application requirements, contractual 
safeguards, and long-term affordability requirements consistent with the Affordable Housing Act 
and the rules of the New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Sierra County Board of Commissioners that 
the following Affordable Housing Ordinance is hereby adopted in order to implement the County’s 
Affordable Housing Plan, to establish a lawful and accountable affordable housing program, and 
to provide a framework for the award, administration and enforcement of housing assistance 
grants, affordable housing funds and related infrastructure assistance within Sierra County. 

 

 

 



 

 

Section 1. SHORT TITLE. 
 
This article may be cited as the " Affordable Housing Ordinance." (Ord. No. 2026-002 ) 
 
Section 2. PURPOSE. 
 
This ordinance is adopted to implement the County's Affordable Housing Plan. In accordance with 
the N.M. Constitution, Article IX, §14, the Affordable Housing Act, NMSA 1978, §6-27-1 et seq. 
(the "Act"), NMMFA Rules, the purpose of the Affordable Housing Ordinance is to: 

1. Establish procedures to ensure that local housing assistance grantees are Qualifying 
Grantees who meet the requirements of the Act and the Rules promulgated pursuant to the 
Act both at the time of the award and throughout the term of any grant or loan under the 
Program; 

2. Establish an application and award timetable for local housing assistance grants or loans to 
permit the selection of the Qualifying Grantee(s) by . 

3. In conjunction with the MFA, create an evaluation process to determine: 
a. The financial and management stability of the Applicant; 
b. The demonstrated commitment of the Applicant to the community; 
c. A cost-benefit analysis of the project proposed by the Applicant; 
d. The benefits to the community of a proposed project; 
e. The type or amount of assistance to be provided; 
f. The scope of the Affordable Housing Project; 
g. Any substantive or matching contribution by the Applicant to the proposed project; 
h. A performance schedule for the Qualifying Grantee with performance criteria; and 
i. Any other rules or procedures the County believes are necessary for a full review 

and evaluation of the Applicant and the Application or which the MFA believes is 
necessary for a full review of the County's evaluation of the Applicant; 

4. Require long-term affordability of the County's Affordable Housing Projects so that a 
project cannot be sold shortly after completion and taken out of the affordable housing 
market; 

5. Require that a grant or loan for a project must impose a contractual obligation on the 
Qualifying Grantee that the affordable housing units in any project be occupied by persons 
of low or moderate income as defined in this Ordinance; 

6. Provide for adequate security against the loss of public funds or property in the event that 
the Qualifying Grantee abandons or otherwise fails to complete the project; 

7. Require review and approval of a housing grant project budget by the County and/or the 
MFA before any expenditure of grant funds or transfer of granted property; 

8. Require that a condition of grant or loan approval be proof of compliance with all 
applicable State and local laws, rules and ordinances; 

9. Provide definitions for "low-income" and "moderate-income" and set out requirements for 
verification of income levels;  

10. Provide the city with a valid affordable housing program; and 
11. Require that the County enter into a contract with the Qualifying Grantee consistent with 

the Act, which contract shall include remedies and default provisions in the event of the 
unsatisfactory performance by the Qualifying Grantee and which contract shall be subject 
to the review of the MFA in its discretion. 



 

 

 

Section 3. DEFINITIONS. 
 
The following words and terms shall have the following meanings. 
 
"Act" shall mean the Affordable Housing Act, NMSA 1978, §6-27-1 et seq. 
 
"Affordable" shall mean consistent with minimum rent and/or income limitations set forth in the 
MFA Act and in guidelines established by MFA. 
 
"Affordable Housing" means residential housing primarily for persons or households of low or 
moderate income. 
 
"Affordable Housing Funds" shall mean any or all funds awarded or to be awarded, loaned or 
otherwise distributed under the Act. 
 
"Affordable Housing Plan" or "Plan" shall mean a plan pursuant to detailed research and analysis 
of the community and housing profile, including a review of land use and policy regarding land 
use, which produces a housing needs assessment for low- and moderate-income households in that 
locality. 
 
"Affordable Housing Program" or "Program" shall mean any programs the County establishes 
pursuant to the Act. 
 
"Affordable Housing Project" or "Project" shall mean any work or undertaking, whether new 
construction, acquisition of existing Residential Housing, remodeling, improvement, rehabilitation 
or conversion, which may be developed in one or more phases, as approved by the County and/or 
the MFA for the primary purposes as allowed by the Act. 
 
“Affordability Period” shall mean: 

1. If the fair market value of any housing assistance grant or the total amount of affordable 
housing funds that have been awarded, loaned, donated, or otherwise conveyed to the 
qualifying grantee is from one dollar ($1.00) to fourteen thousand nine hundred ninety-
nine dollars and ninety-nine cents ($14,999.99), then the affordability period shall be not 
less than five (5) years. 

2. If the fair market value of any housing assistance grant or the total amount of affordable 
housing funds is from fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) up to and including forty 
thousand dollars ($40,000.00), then the affordability period shall be not less than ten (10) 
years. 

3. If the fair market value of any housing assistance grant or the total amount of affordable 
housing funds is greater than forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) up to and including one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), then the affordability period shall be not less than 
fifteen (15) years. 

4. If the fair market value of any housing assistance grant or the total amount of affordable 
housing funds is greater than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), then the 
affordability period shall be not less than twenty (20) years. 



 

 

 
“Applicant” shall mean,  an individual, a governmental housing agency, regional housing 
authority, a non-profit organization or a for-profit organization, including a corporation, limited 
liability company; partnership, joint venture, syndicate, or association meeting the appropriate 
criteria set by the County and/or the MFA. 
 
"Application" shall mean an application to participate in one or more Affordable Housing Projects 
or Programs under the Act submitted by an Applicant to the County. 
 
"Builder" shall mean an individual or entity licensed as a general contractor to construct 
Residential Housing in the State that satisfies the requirements of a Qualifying Grantee and has 
been approved by the County and/or the MFA to participate in an Affordable Housing Program. 
The term "Builder" shall also include an individual or entity that satisfies the requirements of a 
Qualifying Grantee and has been approved by the County and/or the MFA to participate in an 
Affordable Housing Program, who is not licensed as a general contractor in the State, provided 
such individual or entity contracts with a general contractor licensed in the State to construct 
Residential Housing. 
 
"Building" shall mean a structure capable of being renovated or converted into Affordable Housing 
or a structure that is to be demolished and is located on land donated for use in connection with an 
Affordable Housing Project. 
 
“County” shall mean Sierra County, New Mexico, a unit of local government under the 
Constitution and laws of the State of New Mexico.  
 
“Congregate Housing Facility” shall mean Residential Housing designed for occupancy by more 
than four Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income living independently of each other. The facility 
may contain group dining, recreational, health care or other communal living facilities and each 
unit in a Congregate Housing Facility shall contain at least its own living, sleeping, and bathing 
facilities. 
 
"Federal Government" shall mean the United States of America and any agency or instrumentality, 
corporate or otherwise, of the United States of America. 
 
"Household" shall mean one or more persons occupying a housing unit. 
 
"Housing Assistance Grant" means the donation, provision or payment by the County of: 

1. Land upon which affordable housing will be constructed; or 
2. An existing Building that will be renovated, converted or demolished and reconstructed as 

Affordable Housing; or 
3. The costs acquisition, development, construction, financing, and operating or owning 

Affordable housing; or 
4. The costs of financing or infrastructure necessary to support Affordable Housing. 

 
"HUD" shall mean the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
 



 

 

"Infrastructure" shall mean Infrastructure Improvements and Infrastructure Purposes. 
 
"Infrastructure Improvement" includes, but is not limited to: 

1. Sanitary sewage systems, including collection, transport, storage, treatment, dispersal, 
effluent use and discharge; 

2. Drainage and flood control systems, including collection, transport, diversion, storage, 
detention, retention, dispersal, use and discharge; 

3. Water systems for domestic purposes, including production, collection, storage, treatment, 
transport, delivery, connection and dispersal; 

4. Areas for motor vehicle use for road access, ingress, egress and parking; 
5. Trails and areas for pedestrian, equestrian, bicycle or other non-motor vehicle use for 

access, ingress, egress and parking; 
6. Parks, recreational facilities and open space areas for the use of residents for entertainment, 

assembly and recreation; 
7. Landscaping, including earthworks, structures, plants, trees and related water delivery 

systems; 
8. Electrical transmission and distribution facilities; 
9. Natural gas distribution facilities; 
10. Lighting systems; 
11. Cable or other telecommunications lines and related equipment; 
12. Traffic control systems and devices, including signals, controls, markings and signs; 
13. Inspection, construction management and related costs in connection with the furnishing 

of the items listed in this subsection; and 
14. Heating, air conditioning and weatherization facilities, systems or services, and energy 

efficiency improvements that are affixed to real property. 
 
"Infrastructure Purpose" shall mean: 

1. Planning, design, engineering, construction, acquisition or installation of Infrastructure, 
including the costs of applications, impact fees and other fees, permits and approvals 
related to the construction, acquisition or installation of the Infrastructure, provided the 
County may determine it appropriate to reduce or waive building permit fees, sewer and 
water hook-up fees and other fees with respect to an Affordable Housing Project for which 
Affordable Housing Funds and/or Housing Assistance Grants are awarded, loaned, donated 
or otherwise distributed under the Act; 

2. Acquiring, converting, renovating or improving existing facilities for Infrastructure, 
including facilities owned, leased or installed by the owner; 

3. Acquiring interests in real property or water rights for infrastructure, including interests of 
the owner; and 

4. Incurring expenses incident to and reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes specified 
in this subsection.  

 
"MFA" shall mean the New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority. 
 
"MFA Act" shall mean the Mortgage Finance Authority Act, enacted as Chapter 303 of the Laws 
of 1975 of the State of New Mexico, as amended (being Sections 58-18-1 through 58- 18-27, 
inclusive, N.M.S.A (1978), as amended). 



 

 

 
"Mortgage" shall mean a mortgage, mortgage deed, deed of trust or other instrument creating a 
lien, subject only to title exceptions as may be acceptable to the Town and/or the MFA, on a fee 
interest in real property located within the State or on a leasehold interest that has a remaining term 
at the time of computation that exceeds or is renewable at the option of the lessee until after the 
maturity day of the Mortgage Loan. 
 
"Mortgage Lender" shall mean any bank or trust company, mortgage company, mortgage banker, 
national banking association, savings bank, savings and loan association, credit union, building 
and loan association and any other lending institution; provided that the mortgage lender maintains 
an office in the State, is authorized to make mortgage loans in the State of New Mexico and is 
approved by the County and/or the MFA and either the Federal Housing Authority, Veterans' 
Affairs, Federal National Mortgage Association (now known as Fannie Mae), or Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation (now known as Freddie Mac). 
 
"Mortgage Loan" shall mean a financial obligation secured by a Mortgage, including a Mortgage 
Loan for a Project. 
 
"Multiple Family Housing Project" shall mean Residential Housing that is designed for occupancy 
by more than four persons or families living independently of each other or living in a Congregate 
Housing Facility, at least sixty percent (60%) of whom are Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income, 
including without limitation Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income who are seniors and/or disabled 
as determined by the County and/or the MFA, provided that the percentage of low-income persons 
and families shall be at least the minimum, if any, required by federal tax law. 
 
"Multi-Family Housing Program" shall mean a program involving a Congregate Housing Facility, 
a Multiple Family Housing Project, a Transitional Housing Facility or a Shelter used to provide 
emergency or transitional housing opportunities to Low-Income or Moderate-Income families who 
are or are at risk of becoming homeless. 
 
“Ordinance” shall mean this ordinance (No. 2026-002). 
 
"Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income" shall mean persons and families who are determined to 
lack sufficient income to pay enough to cause private enterprise to build an adequate supply of 
decent, safe and sanitary residential housing in the County and whose incomes are below the 
income levels established by the MFA and the Plan to be in need of the assistance made available 
by the Act, taking into consideration, without limitation, such factors as defined under the Act. For 
purposes of this definition, the word "families" shall mean a group of persons consisting of, but 
not limited to, the head of a Household; his or her spouse, if any; and children, if any, who are 
allowable as personal exemptions for Federal income tax purposes. In accordance with the Plan, 
persons of low- and moderate-income who are eligible for assistance in accordance with the plan 
are as follows: 

1. Persons of low-income shall mean persons in Households with annual gross incomes below 
80% of Area Median Income for the County as approved and published each year by MFA 
and verified by the County. 

2. Persons of Moderate Income shall mean persons in Households with annual gross incomes 



 

 

between 80% and 150% of Area Median Income for County as approved and published 
each year by MFA and verified by the County. 

3. For purposes of this definition, "annual gross income" shall mean the annual anticipated 
income from assets, regular cash or noncash contributions, and any other resources and 
benefits determined to be income by HUD, as defined in 24 CFR Section 5.609. 

 
"Policies and Procedures" shall mean Policies and Procedures of the MFA, including but not 
limited to, Mortgage Loan purchasing, selling, servicing and reservation procedures, which the 
MFA may update and revise from time to time as the MFA deems appropriate. 
 
"Public Service Agencies" shall include, but are not limited to, any entities that support Affordable 
Housing and which believe that the program or project proposed by the Applicant is worthy and 
advisable, but which are not involved, either directly or indirectly, in the Affordable Housing 
Program or Project for which the Applicant is applying. 
 
"Qualifying Grantee" means: 

1. An individual who is qualified to receive assistance pursuant to the Act , the Rules 
and this Ordinance and is approved by the County and MFA, as applicable; and 

2. A governmental housing agency, regional housing authority, corporation, a limited 
liability company, partnership, joint venture, syndicate, association or a non-profit 
organization that: 

a. Is organized under State or local laws and can provide proof of such 
organization; 

b. If a non-profit organization, has no part of its net earnings inuring to the 
benefit of any member, founder, contributor, or individual;  

c. Is qualified to receive assistance pursuant to the Act, the Rules, and this 
Ordinance; and 

d. Is approved by the County and MFA, as applicable. 
 
"Recertification" shall mean the recertification of Applicants and/or Qualifying Grantees 
participating in any Affordable Housing Programs or in any programs under the Act as determined 
necessary from time to time by the County and/or the MFA. 
 
"Rehabilitation" shall mean the substantial renovation or reconstruction of an existing single-
family residence or a Multi-Family Housing Project, which complies with requirements 
established by the MFA. Rehabilitation shall not include routine or ordinary repairs, improvements 
or maintenance, such as interior decorating, remodeling or exterior painting, except in conjunction 
with other substantial renovation or reconstruction. 
 
"Residential Housing" shall mean any Building or portion thereof that is primarily occupied, or 
designed or intended primarily for occupancy, as a residence by one or more Households and any 
real property that is offered for sale or lease for the construction or location thereon of such a 
Building or portion thereof. "Residential Housing" includes congregate housing, manufactured 
homes and housing intended to provide or providing transitional or temporary housing for 
homeless persons. 
 



 

 

"Residential Use" shall mean that the Building or the portion of the Building to benefit from the 
Affordable Housing Funds or Housing Assistance Grant is designed primarily for use as the 
principal residence of the occupant or occupants and shall exclude vacation or recreational homes. 
 
"RFP" shall mean any request for proposals made by the County to solicit proposals for Affordable 
Housing Projects and related services. 
 
"Rules" shall mean the New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority Affordable Housing Rules 
adopted pursuant to Section 6-27-8(B) NMSA 1978. 
 
"State" shall mean the State of New Mexico. 
 
“Transitional Housing Facility" shall mean residential housing that is designed for temporary or 
transitional occupancy by Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income, or with special needs. 
 
Section 4. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 
 
The following requirements shall apply to all Housing Assistance Grants and/or Affordable 
Housing Funds awarded, loaned or otherwise distributed by the County under the Act to a 
Qualifying Grantee. 

1. Request for Proposals. The County, in its discretion, may issue one or more RFPs to solicit 
applications from Applicants or shall otherwise identify a Qualifying Grantee for the use 
of any Affordable Housing Funds or Housing Assistance Grants to be awarded, loaned, 
donated or otherwise distributed under the Act. 

2. Applicant Eligibility. The following Applicants are eligible under the Act to apply for 
Affordable Housing Funds or a Housing Assistance Grant to provide housing or related 
services to Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income in the community: 

a. All individuals who are qualified to receive assistance pursuant to the Act, the 
Rules, and this Ordinance that are approved by the County and MFA, as applicable; 

b. All regional housing authorities and any governmental housing agencies; 
c. All for-profit organizations, including any corporation, limited liability company, 

partnership, joint venture, syndicate or association; 
d. All non-profit organizations meeting the following requirements: 

i. A primary mission of the non-profit organization must be to provide 
housing or housing-related services to Persons of Low- or Moderate-
Income;  

ii. The non-profit organization must have received its 501(c)(3) designation 
prior to submitting an application; 

iii. Have no part of its net earnings inuring to the benefit of any member, 
founder, contributor, or individual; 

e. All non-individual Applicants must: 
i. Be organized under State or local laws and can provide proof of such 

organization and be approved by the County; 
ii. Have a functioning accounting system that is operated in accordance with 

generally accepted accounting principles (“GAAP”) or has designated an 
entity that will maintain such an accounting system consistent with GAAP; 



 

 

iii. Have among its purposes significant activities related to providing housing 
or services to Persons or Households of Low or Moderate Income; and 

iv. Have no significant outstanding or unresolved monitoring findings from the 
County, the MFA, or its most recent independent financial audit, or if it has 
any such findings, it has a certified letter from the County, the MFA, or 
auditor stating that the findings are in the process of being resolved. 

3. Applications. 
a. Process for Applying. Applicants wishing to apply for a Housing Assistance Grant, 

including the use of any Affordable Housing Funds, or to participate in any 
Affordable Housing Program are required to submit to the County the following (as 
applicable): 

i. One original Application together with all required schedules, documents, 
or such other information which may be required by the County or in any 
RFP which may have been issued by the County; 

ii. A proposal describing the nature and scope of the Affordable Housing 
Project proposed by the Applicant and for which the Applicant is applying 
for funds or a grant under the Act, and which documents the need for the 
requested funds or grant, describes the type and/or amount of assistance 
which the Applicant proposes to provide to Persons of Low- or Moderate-
Income and documents the consistency of the proposal with the County's 
Affordable Housing Plan; 

iii. Executive summary and project narrative(s) that address the evaluation 
criteria set forth in any RFP issued by the County for the Affordable 
Housing Funds or the Housing Assistance Grant for which the Applicant is 
applying; 

iv. A proposed budget for the Affordable Housing Project for which the 
Applicant is applying for Affordable Housing Funds or for a Housing 
Assistance Grant; 

v. A copy of its most recent independent financial audit; 
vi. If the Applicant is a non-profit organization:  

1. Proof of 501(c)(3) tax status; 
2. Documentation that confirms that no part of its net earnings inures 

to the benefit of any member, founder, contributor or individual; 
vii. If an Applicant is a legal entity, including a non-profit organization:  

1. A current annual budget for the Applicant, including all sources and 
uses of funds not just those related to relevant programs and/or a 
current annual budget only for the program for which the Applicant 
is applying for a Housing Assistance Grant, or as otherwise may be 
required by the County and/or the MFA in its discretion; 

2. An approved mission statement that the Applicant has among its 
purposes significant activities related to providing housing or 
housing related services to Persons or Households of Low or 
Moderate Income; 

3. A list of members of the Applicant's current board of directors or 
other governing body, including designated homeless participation, 
where required by the County; 



 

 

4. Evidence (or a certification as may be allowed by the County) that 
the Applicant has a functioning accounting system that is operated 
in accordance with GAAP or has a designated entity that will 
maintain such an accounting system consistent with GAAP; 

5. Evidence that the Applicant has no significant outstanding or 
unresolved monitoring findings from the County, the MFA, or its 
most recent independent financial audit; or if it has any significant 
outstanding or unresolved monitoring findings from the County, the 
MFA or its most recent independent financial audit, it has a certified 
letter from the County, the MFA or the auditor stating that the 
findings are in the process of being resolved; 

6. An organizational chart, including job titles and qualifications for 
the Applicant's employees or as otherwise may be required by the 
County and/or the MFA in its discretion. Job descriptions may be 
submitted as appropriate; 

7. Documentation that the Applicant is duly organized under State or 
local law and certification that the Applicant is in good standing with 
any State authorities, including the Public Regulation Commission 
and the Secretary of State; 

viii. Information as may be required by the County and/or the MFA in order for 
it to determine the financial and management stability of the Applicant; 

ix. Information as may be required by the County and/or the MFA in order for 
it to determine the demonstrated commitment of the Applicant to the 
community; 

x. A completed cost-benefit analysis of the Affordable Housing Project 
proposed by the Applicant. Any cost-benefit analysis must include 
documentation that clearly evidences that there is a need for the Housing 
Assistance Grant being requested from the County, that there is or will be a 
direct benefit from the project proposed by the Applicant to the community 
and/or to the purported beneficiaries of the project, consistent with the 
provisions of the Act, and that the Affordable Housing Project will meet the 
needs and affordability criteria defined in the County 's Affordable Housing 
Plan; 

xi. Information supporting the benefits to the community of the Affordable 
Housing Project proposed by the Applicant; 

xii. Proof of substantive or matching funds or contributions and/or in-kind 
donations to the proposed Affordable Housing Project in connection with 
the Application for funds under the Act. Nothing contained herein shall 
prevent or preclude an Applicant from matching or using local, private, or 
federal funds in connection with a specific Housing Assistance Grant or a 
grant of Affordable Housing Funds under the Act; 

xiii. Any certifications or other proof which the County may require in order for 
the County to confirm that the Applicant is in compliance with all applicable 
federal, State and local laws, rules and ordinances; 

xiv. A verification signed by the Applicant before a notary public that the 
information provided, upon penalty of perjury, is true and correct to the best 



 

 

of the Applicant's information, knowledge and belief; 
xv. Certifications as may be required by the County and signed by the chief 

executive officer, board president, or another authorized official of the 
Applicant; 

xvi. Applicant shall submit adequate information, as required by the County 
and/or MFA, of the Affordable Housing Project proposed by the Applicant. 
The information provided must clearly evidence the need for the subsidy, 
that the value of the housing assistance grant reduces the housing costs to 
Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income, and that there will be a direct benefit 
from the project proposed by the Applicant to the community and/or to the 
purported beneficiaries of the project, consistent with the provisions of the 
Act, the Rules, and this Ordinance. 

b. Additional Requirements for Multi-Family Housing Projects Applicants who are 
submitting Applications in connection with a Multi-Family Housing Program. The 
Applicant must also submit to the County following additional information: 

i. A verified certificate that, among other things: 
1. Identifies every Multi-Family Housing Program, including every 

assisted or insured project of HUD, RHS, FHA and any other state 
or local government housing finance agency in which such 
Applicant has been or is a principal; 

2. States that, except as shown on such certificate: 
a. No mortgage on a project listed on such certificate has ever 

been in default, assigned to the Federal Government or 
foreclosed, nor has any mortgage relief by the mortgagee 
been given; 

b. There has not been a suspension or termination of payments 
under any HUD assistance contract in which the Applicant 
has had a legal or beneficial interest; 

c. Such Applicant has not been suspended, debarred or 
otherwise restricted by any department or agency of the 
Federal Government or any state government from doing 
business with such department or agency because of 
misconduct or alleged misconduct; and 

d. The Applicant has not defaulted on an obligation covered by 
a surety or performance bond. 
 

If such Applicant cannot certify to each of the above, such Applicant shall 
submit a signed statement to explain the facts and circumstances that such 
Applicant believes will explain the lack of certification. The County may 
then determine if such Applicant is or is not qualified. 
 

ii. The experience of the Applicant in developing, financing and managing 
Multiple-Family Housing Projects; and 

iii. Whether the Applicant has been found by the United States Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission or the New Mexico Human Rights 
Commission to be in noncompliance with any applicable civil rights laws. 



 

 

c. Additional Requirements for Mortgage Lenders. If the Applicant is a Mortgage 
lender, the County shall consider, among other things: 

i. The financial condition of the Applicant; 
ii. The terms and conditions of any loans to be made; 

iii. The aggregate principal balances of any loans to be made to each Applicant 
compared with the aggregate principal balances of the loans to be made to 
all other Applicants; 

iv. The County's assessment of the ability of the Applicant or its designated 
servicer to act as originator and servicer of Mortgage Loans for any Multi-
Family Housing Programs or other programs to be financed; and 

v. Previous participation by the Applicant in the programs administered by the 
MFA, HUD, Federal Housing Authority or Rural Housing Service 
programs. 

d. Submission Procedure. 
i. Time, Place and Method of Submission Delivery.  

1. If the County has issued an RFP, all Applications must be received 
by the County no later than the deadline set forth in the RFP; 
otherwise, all Applications must be received by the County by the 
deadline the County has established in connection with the 
respective award or grant. So that any Qualifying Grantees may be 
selected prior to January of the year in which any Housing 
Assistance Grant would be made, the County shall issue any RFP's, 
solicit any Applications, or otherwise identify any Qualifying 
Grantees no later than October 15 of any year in order to allow 
sufficient time for prospective applicants to respond to any such 
RFP, solicitation, or otherwise, and further to allow the MFA not 
less than forty-five (45) days in which to review any such 
Applications or otherwise determine or confirm that an Applicant is 
a Qualifying Grantee under the Act and consistent with the Rules. 

2. Applications shall be submitted by Applicants to the County in the 
form required by the County and shall contain all information which 
is required by this Ordinance and any RFP which may have been 
issued. 

ii. Additional Factors.  
1. Timely completion and submission to the County of an Application 

or other appropriate response to any solicitation by the County;  
2. Timely submission of all other information and documentation 

related to the program required by the County as set forth in this 
Ordinance or as set forth in the Rules; 

3. Timely payment of any fees required to be paid to the County at the 
time of submission of the Application; and 

4. Compliance with program eligibility requirements as set forth in the 
Act, the Rules and this Ordinance. 

iii. Submission Format.  
1. County forms or MFA forms (if available) must be used when 

provided and no substitutions will be accepted; however, 



 

 

attachments may be provided as necessary.  
2. An Applicant's failure to provide or complete any element of an 

application, including all requirements of the County or as may be 
listed on any RFP, may result in the rejection of the Application 
prior to review. 

3. Illegible information, information inconsistent with other 
information provided in the application, and/or incomplete forms 
will be treated as missing information and evaluated accordingly. 

4. County and the MFA reserve the right to request further information 
from any Applicant so long as the request is done fairly and does not 
provide any Applicant an undue advantage over another Applicant. 

5. The County in its discretion may cancel any RFP or reject any or all 
proposals in whole or part submitted by any Applicant. 

6. The Applicant shall be responsible for any expenses incurred in 
preparing and submitting an Application. However, the County or 
the MFA, as applicable, may establish and collect fees from 
Applicants who file Applications. Notice that fees will be charged 
and the amount of any such fees shall be included by the County or 
the MFA, as applicable, in any RFP or otherwise shall be advertised 
as part of the Application solicitation process. 

e. Review by the County. On receipt of an application, the County shall:  
i. Determine whether the application submitted by the Applicant is complete 

and responsive; 
ii. Determine whether the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee as defined herein 

and in the Act; 
iii. Review and analyze whether the Applicant has shown a demonstrated need 

for activities to promote and provide affordable housing and related services 
to Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income and that the proposal is consistent 
with the County's adopted Affordable Housing Plan; 

iv. Determine whether the Applicant has demonstrated experience related to 
providing housing or services to Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income; as 
well as experience and/or the capacity of the Applicant to administer the 
Affordable Housing Program or Project for which the Applicant has 
applied; 

v. Determine whether the Applicant's proposal provides a plan for 
coordinating with other service providers in the community; whether the 
Applicant's proposal addresses how Persons of Low-Income or Moderate-
Income in need of housing and/or housing related services can receive 
supportive services and referrals to federal, State and local resources; and, 
whether the Applicant's proposal addresses outreach efforts to reach the 
population to be served as identified by the County in any RFP, in the 
Affordable Housing Plan or otherwise; 

vi. Determine whether the Applicant has support from Public Service 
Agencies, or such other support as may be required by the County and/or 
the MFA in its discretion, for its proposed services in the community; 

vii. Ascertain the amount of any matching funds or in-kind services specific to 



 

 

the program that may be utilized by the Applicant in connection with the 
program; 

viii. Ascertain whether any local, private, or federal funds will be used by the 
Applicant in connection with the specific grant for which the Applicant is 
applying; 

ix. Ascertain whether the Applicant has and can demonstrate the capability to 
manage the implementation of the Program for which the Applicant is 
applying; 

x. If Applicant is a prior recipient of either a Housing Assistance Grant, 
Affordable Housing Funds and/or other Program funds, confirm that the 
Applicant had no outstanding findings or matters of non-compliance with 
program requirements from the County or the MFA, as applicable or if it 
has any such findings, it has a certified letter from the County, the MFA, or 
auditor stating that the findings are in the process of being resolved; 

xi. If Applicant is a prior recipient of either a Housing Assistance Grant, 
Affordable Housing Funds and/or other Program funds, confirm that the 
Applicant reasonably committed and expended the funds under the prior 
Program and/or met anticipated production levels as set forth in any contract 
with the County or the MFA, as applicable, for those prior Program funds; 

xii. Evaluate the Applicant's proposal in part based upon the Applicant's current 
financial audit; 

xiii. Evaluate the Applicant's proposed budget for the Project for which the 
Applicant is applying for Affordable Housing Funds or a Housing 
Assistance Grant which proposed budget must be approved by the County 
before the Applicant can be approved as a Qualifying Grantee and any 
expenditure of grant funds under the Act or granted property is transferred 
to the Applicant; 

xiv. On receipt of an Application from a Builder, the County will analyze the 
Builder's ability to construct and sell sufficient Residential Housing units to 
Persons of Low- or Moderate Income within the time or times as may be 
required by the County. 

xv. Consider other factors it deems appropriate to ensure a reasonable 
geographic allocation for all Affordable Housing Programs. 

f. Certification by the County to the MFA. The County shall certify an Application to 
the MFA in writing upon: 

i. Completion of its review of the Application; 
ii. Determination that the Application is complete; 

iii. Determination that the requirements of the Act, the Rules and this 
Ordinance have been satisfied; and 

iv. Determination that the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee. 
g. Discretionary Review by the MFA for Completeness. The MFA upon its receipt of 

the certification from the County may, in its discretion, review the application and 
any of the materials submitted by the Applicant to the County. The MFA may also 
request any additional information from the Applicant, which it may require in 
order to determine whether the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee under the Act and 
the application is complete. The MFA will then notify the County of its 



 

 

determination of whether or not the application is complete and that the 
requirements of the Act and the Rules have been satisfied and the Applicant is a 
Qualifying Grantee. Unless the period is extended for good cause shown, the MFA 
shall act on an application within forty-five (45) days of its receipt of any 
application, which the MFA deems to be complete, and, if not acted upon by the 
MFA, the application shall be deemed to be approved. 

h. Notification of Acceptance. The County, upon completion of its review of the 
Application and an evaluation of the criteria for approval of the Application as set 
forth in the this Ordinance and in any RFP issued by the County and upon its 
determination that the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee, and upon its receipt of 
notification from the MFA that it agrees that the Application is complete and that 
the Act and Rules have been satisfied and the Applicant is a Qualifying Grantee, 
by written notice, shall notify each Applicant which has submitted an Application 
of the approval or disapproval of its Application. Upon approval of its Application, 
the Applicant shall be considered approved to participate in the Affordable Housing 
Program. The County's and the MFA's determination of any Application shall be 
conclusive. 

4. Additional Requirements. Upon acceptance, the following additional requirements shall 
apply to any Applicant who is a Qualifying Grantee: 

a. Contractual Requirements. The Qualifying Grantee shall enter into one or more 
contracts with the County, which contract(s) shall be consistent with the Act and 
subject to the review of the MFA, in its discretion, and which contract(s) shall 
include remedies and default provisions in the event of the unsatisfactory 
performance by the Qualifying Grantee. 

b. Security Provisions; Collateral Requirements. In accordance with the Act, the Rules 
and this Ordinance, the County shall require the Qualifying Grantee to execute 
documents, which will provide adequate security against the loss of public funds or 
property in the event the Qualifying Grantee abandons or fails to complete the 
Affordable Housing Project, and which shall further provide, as may be permitted 
by law, for the recovery of any attorneys' fees and costs which the County and/or 
the MFA may incur in enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance, the Rules, the 
Act and/or any agreement entered into by the County and the Qualifying Grantee, 
and which documents may include, but are not limited to the following: note, 
mortgage, loan agreement, land use restriction agreement, restrictive covenant 
agreements and/or any other agreement which the County may require in order to 
allow for any funds which the Qualifying Grantee may receive under a Housing 
Assistance Grant or Affordable Housing Funds to be adequately secured and to 
allow the County and the MFA to ensure that such funds shall be used by the 
Qualifying Grantee in accordance with the Act, the Rules and this Ordinance. 

c. Performance Schedule and Criteria. The Qualifying Grantee shall be required to 
abide by a reasonable performance schedule and performance criteria that the 
County, in its discretion, may establish. 

d. Examination of Books and Records. The Qualifying Grantee shall submit to and 
the County shall cause to be made such examinations of the books and records of 
each Qualifying Grantee as the County and/or the MFA deems necessary or 
appropriate to determine the Qualifying Grantee's compliance with the terms of the 



 

 

Act, the Rules, this Ordinance and any contracts between the Qualifying Grantee 
and the County. The County and/or the MFA may require each Qualifying Grantee 
to pay the costs of any such examination 

e. Infrastructure Cost Reimbursement Contracts. 
i. Cost Reimbursements. Payment to a Qualifying Grantee under cost 

reimbursable contract provisions shall be made upon the County's receipt 
from the Qualifying Grantee of certified and documented invoices for actual 
expenditures allowable under the terms of any agreement between the 
Qualifying Grantee and the County. 

ii. Cost Reimbursements for Units of Service. Payment under any unit cost 
contract provisions shall be made upon the County's receipt from the 
Qualifying Grantee of a certified and documented invoice showing the 
number of units of service provided during the billing period. 

iii. Rate at which Costs Incurred. Under unit cost or cost reimbursable 
contracts, it is anticipated that costs will be incurred by the Qualifying 
Grantee at an approximate level rate during the term of any agreement 
between the Qualifying Grantee and the County. If the County determines 
that the Qualifying Grantee is underspending or overspending, then the 
County may reduce the budget and/or exercise such other budgetary fiscal 
controls it deems appropriate. 

iv. Invoices. Qualifying Grantees shall not submit invoices more than once a 
month, unless written approval is obtained in advance from the County. 
Failure to submit invoices within twenty (20) calendar days of the close of 
the month for which payment is sought may result in the non-availability of 
funds for reimbursement. 

v. No Dual Application of Costs. The Qualifying Grantee shall certify that any 
direct or indirect costs claimed by the Qualifying Grantee will not be 
allocable to or included as a cost of any other program, project, contract, or 
activity operated by the Qualifying Grantee and which has not been 
approved by the County in advance, in writing. 

vi. Prohibition of Substitution of Funds. Any Affordable Housing Funds or 
other amounts received by Qualifying Grantee may not be used by 
Qualifying Grantee to replace other amounts made available or designated 
by the State or local governments through appropriations for use for the 
purposes of the Act. 

vii. Cost Allocation. The Qualifying Grantee shall clearly identify and distribute 
all costs incurred pertaining to the Affordable Housing Project by a 
methodology and cost allocation plan at times and in a manner prescribed 
by, or acceptable to the County.  

viii. Additional Information. Qualifying Grantees shall provide the County with 
any and all information which the County may reasonably require in order 
for it to confirm that the Qualifying Grantees continue to satisfy the 
requirements of the Act, the Rules and this Ordinance throughout the term 
of any contract and/or any Affordability Period or otherwise as may be 
required by the County or the MFA in its discretion. At a minimum, on an 
annual basis, the County shall certify to the MFA in writing that to the best 



 

 

of its knowledge the Qualifying Grantee is in compliance with applicable 
provisions of the Act, the Rules and this Ordinance. 

5. Affordable Housing Requirements. All Affordable Housing Funds or Housing Assistance 
Grants awarded under the Act are to be used by Qualifying Grantees for the benefit of 
Persons of Low or Moderate-Income subject to the provisions of the Act and with 
particular regard to their housing related needs. 

a. Single-Family Property.  
i. Qualifying Grantees shall agree that they shall maintain any single-family 

property which has been acquired, rehabilitated, weatherized, converted, 
leased, repaired, constructed, or which property has otherwise benefited 
from Affordable Housing Funds, including but not limited to any loans 
which have been repaid with Affordable Housing Funds and which loans 
previously were secured by such properties, as Affordable Housing for so 
long as any or all of the Affordable Housing Funds which have been 
awarded, loaned, or otherwise conveyed to the Qualifying Grantee are 
unpaid and outstanding or the Affordability Period, whichever is longer. 

ii. If any single-family properties are to be rehabilitated, weatherized, 
converted, leased, repaired, constructed or otherwise are to benefit from 
Affordable Housing Funds, and if the Qualifying Grantee intends to rent the 
single-family property out, those single-family properties shall be leased to 
Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income at the time of any such award. 
Grantees also shall agree that the Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income, 
who are tenants of those apartments, shall be allowed to remain tenants for 
so long as there are no uncured defaults by those tenants under their 
respective leases which must be compliant to the New Mexico Uniform 
Owner Resident Relations Act (NMSA 1978 Sections 47-8-1 through 47- 
8-52) -- and provided that there is no just cause (as outlined in Section 47-
8-33 NMSA 1978) for the landlord to terminate any lease agreement with 
those tenants. 

 
b. Multi-Family Property.  

i. Single Apartment within a Multi-Family Property. Qualifying Grantees 
shall agree that, if any single apartments are to be rehabilitated, weatherized, 
converted, leased, repaired, constructed or otherwise are to benefit from 
Affordable Housing Funds, those apartments shall be leased to Persons of 
Low- or Moderate-Income at the time of any such award. Qualifying 
Grantees, who are the landlords and/or owners of such properties, shall 
further agree to contribute at least sixty percent (60%) of the cost of the 
rehabilitation, weatherization, conversion, lease, repair, and/or 
construction. Qualifying Grantees also shall agree that the Persons of Low- 
or Moderate Income, who are tenants of those apartments, shall be allowed 
to remain tenants for so long as there are no uncured defaults by those 
tenants under their respective leases -- which must be compliant to the New 
Mexico Uniform Owner-Resident Relations Act (NMSA 1978 Sections 47-
8-1 through 47-8-52) and provided that there is no just cause (as outlined in 
Section 47-8-33 NMSA 1978) for the landlord to terminate any lease 



 

 

agreement with those tenants. 
ii. Multiple Apartments. Qualifying Grantees shall agree that, if multiple 

apartments or an entire multi-family property are to be acquired, 
rehabilitated, weatherized, converted, leased, repaired, constructed or 
otherwise are to benefit from Affordable Housing Funds, including but not 
limited to any loans which have been repaid with Affordable Housing Funds 
and which loans previously were secured by such properties, they shall 
maintain not less than sixty percent (60%) of the housing units as 
Affordable Housing for so long as any or all of the Affordable Housing 
Funds which have been awarded, loaned, or otherwise conveyed to the 
Qualifying Grantee are unpaid and outstanding or the Affordability Period, 
whichever is longer. 

c. Non-Residential Property. Qualifying Grantees shall agree that they shall maintain 
any non-residential property which has been acquired, rehabilitated, weatherized, 
converted, leased, repaired, constructed, or which property has otherwise benefitted 
from Affordable Housing Funds, including but not limited to any loans which have 
been repaid with Affordable Housing Funds and which loans previously were 
secured by such properties, as a facility which provides housing related-services to 
Persons of Low- or Moderate-Income for so long as any or all of the Affordable 
Housing Funds which have been awarded, loaned, or otherwise conveyed to the 
Qualifying Grantee are unpaid and outstanding or the Affordability Period, 
whichever is longer. 

d. Housing Assistance Grant Affordability Requirements. Qualifying Grantees shall 
agree that they shall maintain any land or buildings received as a Housing 
Assistance Grant either as either single-family or multi-family Affordable Housing 
in accordance with Sections 4.E.(i) and (ii) of this Ordinance or as a facility which 
provides housing related services to Persons of low- or Moderate-Income in 
accordance with Section 4.E.(iii) of this Ordinance (as applicable) for the duration 
of the Affordability Period. Qualifying Grantees shall agree that they shall maintain 
any land or buildings for which they have received the costs of Infrastructure as a 
Housing Assistance Grant either as either single family or multi-family Affordable 
Housing or as a facility which provides housing related-services to Persons of low- 
or Moderate-Income (as applicable) for the duration of the Affordability Period. In 
calculating the Affordability Period for Housing Assistance Grants of either land 
or buildings, the fair market value of the land or buildings or the costs of 
Infrastructure at the time of the donation by the County shall apply. 

e. Affordability Period. The County, in its discretion, may increase the Affordability 
Period in any contract, note, mortgage, loan agreement, land use restriction 
agreement, restrictive covenant agreements and/or any other agreement which the 
County may enter into with any Qualifying Grantee or beneficiary of the Affordable 
Housing Funds or of the Housing Assistance Grant. (See definition of Affordability 
Period in Section 3.C. of this Ordinance.) Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the 
discretion of the MFA, weatherization funds conveyed from the State to the MFA 
and/or any other similar conveyances where an Affordability Period is not practical, 
shall not be subject to the Affordability Period requirements of this Section 4.E.; 
but nevertheless, any such conveyances may be subject to recapture on some pro-



 

 

rated basis as determined by the County and/or the MFA. 
6. Consent to Jurisdiction. Each Qualifying Grantee shall consent to the jurisdiction of the 

courts of the State over any proceeding to enforce compliance with the terms of the Act, 
the Rules and this Ordinance and any agreement between the Qualifying Grantee and the 
County and/or the MFA. 

7. Recertification Procedures.  
a. The Qualifying Grantee must meet the requirements of the Act, the Rules and this 

Ordinance both at the time of any award and throughout the term of any grant and 
contract related thereto. 

b. The County may establish procedures for recertifying Qualifying Grantees from 
time to time. 

c. Qualifying Grantees that fail to satisfy the requirements for Recertification shall 
cease to be eligible and shall be denied further participation in Affordable Housing 
programs until the requirements of the County and the MFA are satisfied. 

8. Compliance with the Law. Qualifying Grantee shall provide the County with any 
certifications or other proof that it may require in order for the County and the MFA to 
confirm that the Qualifying Grantee and the  Qualifying Grantee's proposed Project are in 
compliance with all applicable federal, State and local laws, rules and ordinances. At a 
minimum, on an annual basis, the Qualifying Grantee shall provide the County with 
certifications and proof of compliance, and the County shall certify to the MFA in writing 
that the Qualifying Grantee is still in compliance with the Act and the Rules. 

9. Extension of Affordable Housing Programs. The MFA shall have the power to create 
variations or extensions of affordable housing programs, or additional programs that 
comply with the Act and the rules. 

10. County Grant Requirements. 
a. The County is authorized to make Housing Assistance Grants under the Act. Upon 

determination that the County will make a Housing Assistance Grant, including the 
use of any Affordable Housing Funds, the County shall provide the MFA with the 
following: 

i. Documentation that confirms that the County has an existing valid 
Affordable Housing Plan; 

ii. Documentation that confirms that the County has an existing valid 
Affordable Housing Ordinance which provides for the authorization of the 
Housing Assistance Grant, including the use of any Affordable Housing 
Funds; 

iii. Written certification that the proposed grantee is in compliance with Act 
and the Rules so that the MFA may confirm that the Application is 
complete, and that the proposed grantee is a Qualifying Grantee under the 
Act and the Rules. 

b. Prior to the submission of the application and project authorization to the 
Commission, the Commission must approve the budget submitted by the Applicant. 

c. An action authorizing the County to make a Housing Assistance Grant and/or 
distribute Affordable Housing Funds:  

i. Must authorize the grant, including use of Affordable Housing Funds, if 
any; 

ii. Must state the requirements and purpose of the grant; 



 

 

iii. Must authorize the transfer or disbursement to the Qualifying Grantee only 
after a budget is submitted to and approved by the Commission; 

iv. Must comply with the Rules, as amended; and 
v. May provide for matching or using local, private or federal funds either 

through direct participation with a federal agency pursuant to federal law or 
through indirect participation through the MFA. 

d. The MFA shall act to approve the proposed Housing Assistance Grant authorized 
by the County within forty-five(45) days of its receipt of the documentation 
required above in Section 4.J.(i), (ii) and (iii) of this Ordinance. 

e. The County, in its discretion, may also hold any award of Affordable Housing 
Funds or any Housing Assistance Grant made by the County in suspense pending 
the issuance by the County of any RFP or pending the award of the Affordable 
Housing Funds or of the Housing Assistance Grant by the County to the Qualifying 
Grantee without the issuance of an RFP by the County. Any award of Affordable 
Housing Funds or a Housing Assistance Grant by the County shall subject the 
Qualifying Grantee of the award or grant to the oversight of the County and the 
MFA under this Ordinance and the Rules. 

11. School District and Public Post-Secondary Educational Institution Donations for Housing 
Projects. If a school district or a public post-secondary education institution intends to 
transfer land to the County to be further granted to a Qualifying Grantee as part or all of an 
Affordable Housing project, this transfer shall be subject to the limitations contained in the 
Act that the school district and the Commission enter into a contract that provides the 
school district with a negotiated number of affordable housing units that will be reserved 
for employees of the school district. Any transfer of land by a public post-secondary 
educational institution shall be subject to the additional limitations contained in the Act 
that: 

a. The property transferred shall be granted to a Qualifying Grantee by the County as 
part of a grant for an Affordable Housing project; and 

b. The governing board of the public post-secondary educational institution and the 
Commission enter into a contract that provides the public post-secondary 
educational institution with Affordable Housing units. 

As used in this section, "public post-secondary educational institution" means a state 
university or a public community college. The County, in its discretion, may also hold any 
Housing Assistance Grant made by any school district or public post-secondary educational 
institution in suspense pending the issuance by the County of any RFP or pending the award 
of the Housing Assistance Grant by the County to the Qualifying Grantee without the 
issuance of an RFP by the County. Any award of a Housing Assistance Grant by a school 
district or a public post-secondary educational institution shall subject the Qualifying 
Grantee of the grant to the oversight of the County and the MFA under the Rules. 

Section 5. DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED. 
 



 

 

The development, construction, occupancy and operation of an Affordable 
Housing Program or an Affordable Housing Project financed or assisted 
under the Act shall be undertaken in a manner consistent with principles of 
non-discrimination and equal opportunity, and the County shall require 
compliance by all Qualifying Grantees with all applicable federal and State 
laws and regulations relating to affirmative action, non-discrimination and 
equal opportunity. 

Section 6. ADMINISTRATION. 
The County shall administer any Affordable Housing programs in accordance 
with provisions of the Act, the Rules, this Ordinance, any applicable state and 
federal laws and regulations as each of which may be amended or supplemented 
from time to time. The County, in establishing, funding and administering the 
Affordable Housing Programs and by making, executing, delivering and 
performing any award, contract, grant or any other activity or transaction 
contemplated by the Act, shall not violate any provision of law, rule or 
regulation or any decree, writ, order, injunction, judgment, determination or 
award and will not contravene the provisions of or otherwise cause a default 
under any of its agreements, indentures, or other instruments to which it may 
be bound. Any proposed amendment to this ordinance shall be submitted to 
MFA for review prior to adoption by the Commission. 

Section 7. TERMINATION. 
The Commission may repeal this Ordinance and terminate the County's 
Affordable Housing Program and any or all contracts undertaken in its 
authority. Termination shall be by ordinance at a public hearing or in 
accordance with the terms of the contract. If an ordinance or a contract is 
repealed or terminated, all contract provisions of the contract regarding 
termination shall be satisfied. 

Section 8. REPEALER. 
All bylaws, orders, resolutions and ordinances, or parts thereof, inconsistent 
with this Ordinance are repealed by this Ordinance but only to the extent of 
that inconsistency. This repealer shall not be construed to revive any bylaw, 
order, resolution or ordinance, or part thereof, previously repealed. 

Section 9. SEVERABILITY. 
If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall for any 
reason be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability 
of that section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the 



 

 

remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 10. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty (30) days after it is 
recorded with the County Clerk in accordance with Section 4-37-9 NMSA, 1978.  
 

APPROVED, ADOPTED, AND ORDAINED on this 26st day of May, 2026. 

 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
__________________________ 
JAMES PAXON, CHAIR 
 
 
__________________________    
HANK HOPKINS, VICE-CHAIR 
 
 
__________________________ 
SANDY JONES, COMMISSIONER 
 
  
 
ATTEST BY:   
 
______________________________________ 
AMY WHITEHEAD, COUNTY CLERK  
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	Name of ApplicantOrganization: New Mexico Spaceport Authority
	Contact Person: Maja Perez
	Phone Number: 575-997-6808
	Email Address: maja.perez@spaceportamerica.com
	Mailing Address: 4605 Research Park Cir Las Cruces, NM 88001
	Name of Event: Aircraft test
	Event Description: Test unmanned aircraft
	Dates of Road Closure: Saturday June 6 and 27 (requesting blanket coverage for June in the event of schedule change)
	Start Time: 0700
	End Time: 1300 (currently the times are tentative, awaiting approval from White Sands)
	Specific Roads to be Closed: A039 and Lewis Road (in Spaceport Boundaries)
	LocationExact Boundaries of Closure: A039 approx 1/2 mile from A013 and on Lewis Road just off A013 (in Spaceport Boundaries)
	Estimated Number of Attendees: N/A
	Proposed Detour Route 1: A013
	Proposed Detour Route 2: 
	Emergency Plan 1: Spaceport Emergency Protocol and off site coordination with Sierra County OEM in need arises by calling 911
	Emergency Plan 2: 
	Traffic Control Plan 1: Sierra County Sheriff officers will be at each location shown on the map to assist with temporary closure
	Traffic Control Plan 2: 
	Public Notification Plan 1: Rancher, tenants, contractors and all staff will be notified by Spaceport
	Public Notification Plan 2: 
	Public Notification Plan 3: 
	Insurance and Liability Coverage 1: Client Responsibility
	Insurance and Liability Coverage 2: 
	Insurance and Liability Coverage 3: 
	Additional Resources Needed if any 1: N/A
	Additional Resources Needed if any 2: 
	Additional Resources Needed if any 3: 
	Date: 


